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A SECOND 



HISTORICAL LETTER 

TO 

SIR J. C. HIPPISLEY, BART, and M. P, 



SIR, 

I HAD the honour of addressing you 
in a printed Historical Letter^ which I wrote in 
the summer of 1 8i 3, but which was not publish- 
ed* till the spring of 1 814. That letter ran into un- 
avoidable prolixity (171 pages), because the object 
of it was to unravel a system of policy and. religion, 
which for more than 20 years, for very marled 
but unavowed purposes, with great weight of af- 
fluence and influence, has been indefatigably 
pushed forward under the mask of exclusive libe- 
rality, purity and loyalty. As however it has been 
many months before the public (I grieve to say 
with much typographical inaccuracy), I lay in my 
claim to refer to the various subjects of it by asser- 
tion 'j assuming, that no impartial redder will find 
any thing advanc^ed in it without proof, evidence 
or notoriety. 

* The title of it is, « An Historical Letter to Sir John Cotc 
<« Hippisley, Bart, and M. P. 5 being an Historical Portrait 
« taken of him from the life, whilst acting in the Catholic 
«c Cause 'j occasioned by his Letters to the Earl of Fingal, on 
« the Subject of the Catholic Claims: London, 181 3; by 
« Francis Plowden^ Esq. — Incorrupta fides nudaque veri» 
« tas. Hor. — Dublin: Printed by P. Blentinsop, 129, Capel- 
if. street: i8i4-» 



Under this thoroiigh and fair understanding, I 
^nter my formal protest against your appeal to the 
notes pt your gjiort^hand writer*, or against any 

fostliminious eomposition of your own speeches ; 
insist on the substantial accuracy of several con- 
current London newspapers, in reporting your 
speeches on the next moruing after they haye been 
<rekycred. When I retail, notice or animadyert 
upon such reports, without adding, suppressing, 
or altering them, I appeal to the candid, whether I 
lie open to the imputation you haye brought against 
me in your first letter to Lord Fingal ? » 1 will 
AT not tpeuble your Lordship with any notiee of the 
^ y<0rbal inaccuracies of expression, which Mr. 
« Plowden has chosen to put in my Jmouth^ oq th6 
i< loose authority of some newspaper ?» Heedless 
theqof aaysu^h senseless imputation, 1 cor^fi^ently 
assume, upon the substantially concurrent testi- 
mony of the leading Londoii newspapers, tha( 
j(taii4ing in your place in the House of Gpmmons, 
on the 1 71k and ^4^h days of May, 1 81 4) you spoke 
falsely, unfairly, and injuriously of my writings 
and opinions ; ^s you qlso did in a more marked 
manner on the 2 1 st of Noyember in the same year. 
The eiroumstances, under which you have?iyailed 
yourself of your senatorial character, in order to 
misr^resent ai|d decry my historical writings, and 
of course to preyent their circulation, bespeak 
something very like a eenseiousness of wrong, yin- 
fiiGtive ^girene^, anid dscad of reply. Highly do I 

I 

•t H' <* % > w ■ M il III III ; i. 'iy r wi m^f , < J lf i t' l l ! I» nin mil l H f 9*m mi» * *- 

' i3tLetter to Lprd Tin^al, p. i8* ^ I will beg yqut (#rd[- 
u ship's indulgence in recapitiiLl^ing frotm (be abcurt-b^Qd wri- 
te ter s report^ publisVf d withijpi a few ^^JS of the 49t2ite» bj 
« Ridgeway, -what I avow in substance to h^ve at^ted Qli tb? 
« motion of Mr. Canning.)) 
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appreciate ihe privilege of Parliament^ which enti- 
tles a member in his place to utter all tnanner of 
truth relevant to the subject of debate. Bttt the 
Constitution gave not that freedom of speech as a 
shield or engine for delusion, revenge, calumny, 
or the indulgence of any bad passion. If the com- 
mon Law oi England allow the possession and use 
of anns in defence of life, limb, or property, will it 
refuse the free use of the press to repel slander, re- 
fute falsehood, and defeat malice, when brought to 
bear upon private properly, character, reputation,, 
veracity and honor? This transcendent right is 
universal ; it admits of no exception : moore espe^ 
cially^ when an absentee is assailed behind his back^. 
without notice or privity, and without the power 
or mestffs of instantly meeting the dbiarge by triea3Kl> 
oouttsely or other representative. 

I am sensibly alive to the tbomy task of writing 
CQtempopary history. In my posliiminious preface 
to the Ifisiericul /Uview of the StatQ c/ Ireland j^ 
I contmsted the avowal of Mr. Hume, that noitmn 
fmd arose^ 'H^jto has been akU to pay an entire 
regard to truths ^*^ has dared to e;icpo$e her 
v^iihoat eovering or disguise to the ejres ^* the 
prejudiced pubfiOj against the declaration of ai^ 
ho«»est Engnshman, who carried his histCMry frooKi 
the CoB€piest down to ike very yeaor o^* bis 4^tfa» 
Matthew Paris, who died in, i:^> th« 43d qS 
Henry III. Dura est enim conditio histoi^iogr^* 
pkorum : ^uia si vera dicant^ homines prwoQf^t^ 
si falsa scriptis commendant, DominuSy qm vexi^ 
dices ah cukilatorihus sequestrate nan ^cepti^tf 
For hard is the lot of the bistoriaa : if he s|>ea]f. 
truth, he offends man ;. if br his writings be COUBjt 
tenaixcelsiIsebQods, dieLora, who segvet^aiKS tfiith- 
tellers from flatterers,. wiU not receive him. Wiih 
your permission. Sir JqIxA^ I nffll continue to side 
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with the untemporizing monk of S^. Albans^ 
^-igainst the accomipodating Philosopher of Nortli 
Britain. 

It would be as distressing to the writer, as irk- 
some to the reader, to w'ork through an argument, 
to disprove the general charge of infidelity and in- 
accuracy in an historian. General inculpation is 
fairly met by the general negative. I aftecl not to 
complain, that any man notices, combats, cen- 
sures, or contradicts any thing I have published. 
I am responsible for every word. And I again tell 
you*, <t I object not to any mode of warfare ad- 
<r mitted amongst civilized nations : not even to 
« the ruses de guerre^ as usually understood : but 
«c I admit not of an axiom, too commonly taken 
m up and acted upon, dolus an virtus quis in 
« hoste requirat. I bar from the contest, fraud, 
<f treachery, and untruth. » Upon these terms am 
I prepared to take issue with you. Sir John, or any 
other person, upon any part of any of my publica- 
tions. Until some such contest De set on foot, 
upon some one orniore particular points, I'edun- 
dant will be every w^ord I can say in support of 
my historical veracity, beyond the solemn avowal 
of an unvariable and active wish and intention to 
attain and disclose the truth, strengthened with a 
thoroughly considered repetition of the declaration, 
which I made to the Prime Minister (now Lord 
Sidmouth,) in 1804, with which I closed my post- 
liminious preface published in that year. I am 
ready to swear, that when I wrote my several his-- 
torical works concerning Ireland, I neither kilQW 
nor believed any statement therein to be false or 
substantially inaccurate. 
• As you. Sir John, have prominently busied your- 



Hist. Let. p. 25. 
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self in the Catholic .question *, ever since it came 
into public discussion, you will allow, that, as the 
Wstorian of Ireland, I was under an indispensable 
obligation of frequently bringing you forward, in 
rehearsing or referring to the occurrences in the: 
progress of that cause ; and confident I am, that 
you wish not to be shut out of that class of per- 
sons (i), concerning whom TuUy prescribes the 
rule reieired to in the preface (p. ix.) to my Ilis- 
torical Letter to Columbanus i <c that not only the 
<r exploits of the actors themselves be set forth, 
« but the general conduct and character of such of 
« them, as have any pretensions to a name and re- 
•c puiation in life.» You appear, however j dissa- 
tisfied with the manner, in which I have endeavour- 
ed to perform that primary duty of the historian. 
Your reasons and grounds for that dissatisfaction, 
you have brought before the public in the form of 
two letters to the E^rl of Fingal ; which you inform 
ULS in your advertisement to them, « were origi- 
« nally transmitted to the: Editor of the British 
<c Press and Globe^ as it was desirable to procure 
fc for them a more extensive circulation than is 
^ usually obtained in the form of a pamphlet. » 
You boast of (2) a natural solicitude to obyiate 
miscortstructioriy and to repel insinuation , which 
it is by no means unbecoming to, feel in a causey 
of which I hasfe always been the zealous y but 
temperate advocated You courted publication, 
through \k\^ Press and Globe newspapers, because 
(to continue your own words) they present to me 



H < « I T . 



* « A cause, of wbich I have always becD the zealous, but 
le l€Jfeperale advocate.* — Sir J. C. ftippisley's first letter to^ 
Lioi)dFirigaty {>. 5. » . 

(1) Hist. Let. to Sir J. C. Hq^igley, p. 5.. 
. (2} Let. to Lord Fingal; p. 5. 
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one of the readiest and best av^eniiei^ by which my 
statements can find their way to the public j and 
particularly that part of the public^ who are in 
communion with jour Lordship ** 

In order to justify and defend jour conduct in 
this cause 9 you had fair resoxt to a free pre«s. You 
made out your own case in two printed letters to 
the Earl of Fingal, one of which you date from 
Stone-Easton House, January 8^ the other Janu- 
ary 1 5, i8i5^; and at the end of them you inform 
your readers, that a third letter to the same noble- 
man, with supplementary documents, will speedily 
be published. This promised letter, if ever pub- 
lished, has not yet come under my eyes . I will not 
quarrel with you, Sir John, about the form, in 
which you have chosen to let out your thoughts 
through the press* There was howev>er an attempt 
at finesse, in addressing them to a respectable Ro- 
man Catholic nobleman, whom you hold forth to 
the public, frojtn your long habits of confidential 
intimacy^ as being in full unison and sympathy 
with you on the subject of them : and in highly 
colouring (x) <r the deserved influence his Lordship 
«f must naturally be supposed to have acquirepl 
•f over the body, which has on so nuiny occasions 
« made him the principal organ of their resolves, 
«f must in the public estimation, at least, have 
« justly I'endcred him the arbiter of their feelings.^ 
Whoever publishes a letter ii^ribed to a parucur 
lar person, wishes, of course, toat it should be read 



♦ In my former letter, p. ^^ I remained hereapoB. « This 
c< anticipated solicitude td obviate tnisconcepthn and repel 
« insifiuQii07tr¥foVk\d in eithQt.ai double or a doubtful cWrac- 
« ter> argue something like a coosciousneas,. ihtt Ih^ atat^ 
« tn en ts wanted ner$picMt(y or crediVy 

(i^ latLct. to LordFiDgal^.p. i, a* 



/ 
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by more thad the individual^ ta wbom it is Ad- 
dressed. You franUy.telius^'^ ^ But^ mj- address 
has moti¥ts thM esstend beyvnd myself. Vout- 
Lordships and tkose tfjrour n^iigious comtnuntonj, 
hm^ a nrnch dmper interest in the facts, which I 
shall ihink it my duty to state\ Iti this I com^ 
pletdiy sjmpathiiie with Vdu. But I go much fur-^ 
ther : for my address to trie public in my first His 
iotioal Letter to you^ as wdl as in this second,, 
inTolyes not only ike d^irest iilterests of those of 
th6 Roman Catholic eoftittititiidti, but matiy facets, 
dpitiioft^ and principles, which go to affect the har- 
mony, strength, and welfare of Uie British Empire. 
Letu5 then K>r a moment lose sight of the glitter^ 
glare^ alid lustre of the nobility^ title and dignity 
of the persons, (i) to whom our respective letters 
aire addressed; aild in plain English avow, arid be 
it so understood by all our readers, that ybur. let- 
ters to Lord Fingai are the inten4ed answer to my 
r^preeentatians of diffigrtot parts of your conduct 
in advoctttidg, as you s^y you did, zealously and 
teniperatdyi, the Catholic catts^. Therefore, in the 
name of your noble correspondent, you invite all 
your readers «r to pay particular attention to H>y 
* Historical Letter to ColUmbanu$s andtothe third 
r volume of itiy Gototittuatiotk of the History of 
• * Ireland^ puWished in i8ii.» And my His to- 
rical Letter to you, publish^ hy meiikinsop, in 



* i$l Let. ta Lord Fififgsil, p. 5. 

(t) 1 bftvc to aprologf^e to the ^cirtby Haronet, fof trot har^ 
iiig, lil the first Hisbfiddl Letter, dignified hirft ^ith his ftil! 
titles ittd description. I hairri etideaVourcid to thslit the amende 
hoTiortible hy displayitig on the face of this, fhe several chims 
to rcSjted, which he has affixed to the favorite work latgely 
dfcttlated, Irat ttot published by him in iSoG, vin. The Sub- 
Udnct of additional Ohservatiorts , intended to have been 
delivered in the House of Comments^ 
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Dublin, i8i4? is the reply to that answer j to 
which, if report speak truly^ you do not mean to 
rejoin ; having come to a resolutiou to commit 
yourself no more to the press upon this subject. — 
I hazard no conjecture ; I offer no comment upon 

J^our future silence. The record of my replication, . 
ong and ipecial as it is% cannot be withdrawn 

* The natural, often blind, and most frequently partial 
fondness of an author for his ovrn productions, is constantly 
pregnant with imaginary, beyond the real reasons and causes, 
that stand in the way of that extensive circulation of his works, 
which he had anticipated. I affect no exemptions from the 
common feelings of every litterary parent. Though I certainly 
laboured with unusual assiduity to keep up the likeness in tak- 
ing the Portrait of the Honorable Baronet from life, whilst 
acting in the Catholic cause, yet few persons have hitherto 
chosen to become possessed of it. No one hitherto, that I. 
have heard of, has denied the resemblance ; except the subject 
of the portrait, to whom it appears a caricature ; and there- 
fore, perhaps, a libellous freedom taken with an Honorable 
Member of the Imperial House of Commons. Some object to^ 
it as an insignificant, uninteresting, and uninviting subject in 
itself. Others dislike the manner, style, and spirit of the lim- 
ner, and therefore disrelish and discountenance any of his 
productions, whatever may be his merits for truth, colouring, 
or compcTsitioD . Some find fault with the scene, action, and 
attitude^ in which the honorable person is exhibited ^ whibt 
others unreasonably complain, that the portrait was not taken 
some few years back, before certain acrid humours of his con- 
stitution had broken out, and decomposed the fascinating 
symmetry of his features. The feelings of many are distressed 
in viewing the portrait, at being forced to behold an old friend 
with a new face. I expect not to work any change in the 
minds of any of these descriptions of persons. There is also a 
class of persons, to whom a letter from a Popish Barrister to 
the zealous advocate of the Popish cause, holds out no spark of 
invitation to purchase it: they may disagree, bicker, and 
wrangle between themselves ] their personal differences affect 
themselves only ) and those arise out of a subject, which no 
longer commands novelty or interest. To these, however, I 
beg leave to insinuate, thai besides the striking likeness of the 
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froin the inquisitiTe or interested eye of any per- 
son, who takes to heart the justice or importance 

annoanced portrait, the composition takes in some groiipes of 
no slight importance in the occurrence of the day, and repre- 
sents in full meridian g\ow, many singular tactics, manoeuvres^ 
and achievements never before represented on canvas. I say 
nothing of a great variety of answers, refutations, and retorts 
to personal charges against me, which the Honorable Baronet 
has thought siiffiqiently interesting to the public, to bring for- 
ward in his letters to Lord Fingal, which swell out to 122 
pages in octavo. Beyond this they will find the methodical 
Iiabits of .the Honorable Baronet's composing and publishing 
bis supposed or intended speeches in Parliament: and the 
xnanner, in which reports in the newspapers of Members* 
speeches in Parliament are taken ; and when they are evidence 
of their truth and substance ; with a curious specimen of a 
speech put into the mouth of an Honorable Member^ which 
was never uttered by him. They will there find how, and at 
what time, and by whom the Honorable Baronet has been 
initiated into the spirit, principles, and doctrines of Jansenism^ 
which led hira to anticipate the facility of the two Churches 
uniting, from the approbation^ after a 9erf detailed exami- 
nation, of the 59 Articles of the Church of England bjr the 
Sorbonne, and , their entire concurrence in the articles of 
faith. Ecclesiastical discipline^ and moral doctrine. — (Vide 
2d Let. to Lord Fingal, p 48.) Not unconnected with this 
spiritual vaccination for the lues Janseniana, will be found 
^at noted admonition of the Honorable Baronet to the House 
of Commons, on the 1 ith day of May, i8i5 5 that they were 
increasing an Orderof Jesuits at home, etc. j and his decla- 
ration in the House on the 24th of that month, that his fears^ 
on that head were not Protestant fears y but Catholic fears , 
He stated that fact in conformity with the 'wishes of the Car 
tholics themselves. This gave rise to the short sketch of the 
nature and spirit of that Order, from their foundation to their 
destruction by Pope Ganganelli, which closes my first letter 
to Sir John, and in a great measure gives rise to the necessity 
of writing this second to him. In the first will also be found 
several exposures of grievous mistatements and unblushing 
misquotations, upon matters touching the vitality of the Consti- 
tution, and the leading principles of the present system of 
Goyernment. 
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of keeping nearly six millio^d of his Majesty's Ro- 
man Gaitholic subjects excluded from an ^(pxal pkr^ 
ticipation of the Constitution with their feUow- 
subjects, on account of their adherence to the reii<- 

E'on of their first Christian ancestors. Your^ 
lovrledge^ Sir John, of your original professioti, 
taught you, that there must regularly be an end oF 
our pleadings, whilst you persist in your resolu- 
tion not to rejoin to my replication. You dropt 
your correspondence with me Earl of Fingal, and 
to disprove my assertion, that you wcM b&siit and 
plied hy others, you not onW hav6 not resumed 
your communications with Dr. O^Conor (the au- 
thor of Columbanus)^ but, if report speak truth,, 
you have fallen off from your confidential intimacy 
with Mr. Butler. And the public ha^ to lament 
your stem resolve to favor them no more with the 
publication of your short-hand vmters reports of 
your speeches in substance^ which you avow j nor 
of draughts of speeches intended to be uttered, nor 
the substance of' additional observations^ etc. As, 
however, you still persist finrour own steady- and 
plain dealings as you treat Bishop MSlner,) witb 
operose industry to apply your shoulders to the 
cause, and the absentees from the House of Corn*^ 
mons are now driven to the newspaper reports foi* 
the substance of your speeches, which they have no 
chance of reading in an authenticated ana avowed 
form, you will acquit me of design or maUcet if I 
follow the reports of respectable London papenl. 
Indeed^ Sir John, I have not, nor ever had a wi^h,. 
neither did, nor do I chuse to put vetbal inaccura- 
cies of expression into jour mouthy oh the loose 
authority of some newspaper. 

I am free, Sir, to own, that I expect this second 
portrait of you, to meet with more success than 
the first. The value of an exactiikeness of so pr*o- 
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minenta character amidst the great ^lors upon the 
counter-^reyolutionary theatre of Europe is, from a 

varifttv nf Y*fiiifti>fi. inmlciiJahlv p.nhanrpfl. For hre- 



Yariety of <:auses, incalculably enhanced. For bre- 
vity sake (i)y I shall only reter to one. This is the 



M*^Mi^MhH«MkM*Ma«MM«tfMirfi*Mi«***MMM«i«a*i 



^ I Certainly must plead guilty to the charge of proHiity, 
which the honourable triumvirate, who have graced their at- 
tacks #iKaiki9t me with their names, have fastened upon me. 
Sir-Aichard Musgrave (he ha» discovered the valuable art of 
anoouaciog hi$ name in every page without the aid of imprint 
or title) compares the ponderous muss of my Historical Re^ 
vie%v to the unwieldy bulk of the writer } ana I informed the 
public, in my Historical Letter to Sir Richard Miagrave, 
that^in defiance of the statutes to prevent the growth of 
Popery, I iDieasured six feet two inches in height, and weighed 
nineteen stone and a half. The Rev. Charles O'Connorj D.D. 
charges me with swelling my voluminous cotnpitation with 
borrowed paragraphs without proofs, and with calumnies ) and 
with writing history by the foot square, from laziness or inca- 
l^cily. I hope he has been completely answered in my 
Hisiorical Latter U} him, published in 1812, and my reply ta 
hiiii> published in 1 81 3. Sir John Cox Hippidey, according 
to the report of his speech in The Globe of the aad of Novem- 
ber, 1814 (his favourite paper), said, « Mr. F. Plowden, 
« who valued himself on being considered the Historian of 
« Ireknd, but whose historic pages were more known by 
4 their bulk than their accuracy^ had written a very diffused 
« eulogy of the Order (of Jesuits) in which he had been edu- 
« catea.11 Besides these Gentlemen^ some other anonymous 
writers have, assailed my productions. One person, indeed, 
who has lately announced the Irish Historical Library y has 
prefaced the nrst number, to which he subscribes the name 
Frederick W« Conway, with a most ferocious attack upon me. 
Such general abuse will never provoke an answer. He say«> 
(p. viii.) « He takes most of his documents from Curry, for the 
« purpose of swelling his composition into three ponderous 
c quartos. But it is not merely his book-making disposition, 
« that 1 object to Mr. Plowdeo. There is a vulgarity, and 
« ranccnar and meanness in the man's manners, as a political 
tt writer^ which to me> I own^ are disgusting, etc.j* A long 
habit of writing for newspapers, not only teaches the art^ but 
the profits, of ephemeral opuse . 



extreme difference of opinion > which now exfsts: 
between you Sir John , and your old friend an<f 
correspondent his Holiness, rius VII, with refe- 
rence to the order of Jesuits. This is a particular 
string, upon which, you never touched for many 
years, after you busied yourself in the Catholic 
concerns^ in fact till alter I had charged you with 
being set and plied by two zealots for antipapacy :. 
duo lahorantes in unum. Then you come for-' 
ward with your Catholic fea[rs about the revival of 
that order, and openly profess your Catholic com- 
mission to communicate those Catholic fears to 
the House. Protestant fears you had none. By 
this improvident avowal, you have marred all your- 
speculations upon the appointment of Ministre dc 
Culte to the Catholic subjects of his Majesty^ 
However faithful you may have heretofore been to 
the orders and directions of the party, they never 
vsrill forgive your overwhelming excess of candor, 
in avowing to the House your Caf Ao//c credentials^, 
for raising the alarm oi Jesuitism. It is more than 
singular, that this inflammable subject never was 
introduced, or even hinted at, in any one of the- 
various debates on the Catholic Question^ often and 
warmly as it has been agitated, until you were de- 
puted to be the mouth-piece of certain persons^ 
calling themselves Catholics, to excite the alarm of 
Government at a class of people^ who vvent to 
Naples^ there took orders, and on their returns 
re/used to acknowledge the authority of any Dio- 
cesan. My first letter to you contains pregnant 
evidence, that you assumed your Catholic fears 
of the Order of Jesuits, in the same year, in which 
Mr. Butler congratulated you upon jour having 
been pleased to make ycourself one of us, in a let- 
ter intended by him to be circular, for instructing- 
the Irish Catholics upon CYcrj interesting topic ot* 
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policy and religion in the existing circumstances of 
i8i2. That plan failed in the intended execution : 
the copy of Mr. Butler s letter to you, Sir John, 
was sent to Mr. Scully to be read (it was read and 
disrelished) at the Catholic board. Mr. Scully de- 
clared, that his correspondent Mr. Buder was 
under a misapprehension -with respect to the esti- 
mation^ in which Sir J. C, Hippislej was holden 
in Ireland^. And Mr; Butler in a letter to Mr. 
Se cretary Hay, in whiqh he labours hard to repel 
the charges of obtrusive and unaccredited interfe- 
rence with Government on behalf of the Irish Ca- 
tholics, says, tf I was the more unreserved in my 
i< communication with Mr. Scully, as from his let- 
* ters and his conversation with me in this country, 



* If the reader wish for more special information upon these 
matters, he will find it from page 80, in my first letter to Sir 
J. C Hippisley. And, I presume, wiU not he lightly asto- 
nished, at the hold lesson of politics infused by Mr. Butler into 
his intended readers, of the secret feelings of our Cabinet, up- 
on the momentum of the Catholic population; their appre- 
hensions of the numerous accidciits, which may call it into 
action, and of its negative effects, even in a state of acquies- 
cence } the undeniable promises of the Prince Regent ] Lord 
Moira driven into a situation, in which he must hully his R. H. 
and his Royal Highness' great unfitness for such an assault ^ 
the distractions of Garlton-House increasing, etc. j the effec- 
tive array of friend and foe ; 80 out of 100 Irish Members ^ 
Mr. Cantung, with an escort of 5pj Lord Castlereagh at the 
head of the Ministerial sti'agglers; unreturned troops of 
Dissenters, and of the true Whig School } Lord Castlereagh 
little attended to in the House of Commoipis ; the inadequacy 
of Mr. Vansittart to his present situation every -day felt more 
and more 5 the whole opposite array not furnishing a single 
speakers all promising triumph to the viqws of the Irish Ca- 
tholics. All this sincerity of effusion was launched under the 
veiy intelligible declaration^ that the Irish Catholics' want of 
Actiye and energetic leaders , were great impediments to their 
success. 



\ 
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« I considered, that his senuments dtxd itiine, on 
« all that related to Roman Catholic concems^, were 
« the same. » 

Yotj have taken the same opportunity of avcwtng 
your passion for Mr. Butler (^I have ^rent pride 
and vleasttre in ai^owing a friendship for thai 
gentleman J^ and of complaininff , « that iftr. Ploir- 
« den has been pleased to withm'a'w his ccmfidence 
tf in me from my halving been plied and heset hy 
fc others, a All this must nave been written by you 
in the year 1812, since the publication of it bears 
date the 8th of January, i8i5. You mistake the 
cause of my withdrawing confidence from you . As 
that circumstance in your mind has so much im- 
portance in it, as to bnng it under the consideratroif 
of the publicj it will not be laid to the account of 
mere prolix ty, if I shortly refer to the circum- 
stances, which produced that change in my mind 
with reference to your conduct. Had you wished 
to hare set them nsht upon so momentous a topic, 

{rpu might have referred them to what I said in my 
etter to Columbanus''', published in August 181 5, 
concerning the wonderful effects produced by Mr. 
Canning'3 motion, on the oi^d of the pcecediiig 
June, for taking the Catholic q[nestion into consid«« 
ration early in the next session, I there noticed 
your first public vacillation in opinion nd feeling 
upon the Catholic cause, in your amphibioiw 
speach on thfi nth of May, i8»i ,• when you &Q,* 
tertoined tbe house with profiise lectures, out of %h% 
tamous blue books published in t7gi and 1793; 
the avowed labours of your ftiend Mr. Butler : ^,no. 
unquestionably, said hfou were wellimpregnated 
with their spirits 



* p. 558, et seq. 
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Oft Mr^ Gax>i>ii^g's n^otipu^ you 3uriinsed all 
yaur auditorf, by s^ pQrsQp^I atiacli ^po^l your old . 
Irjexulth^Fope. * You cQuld $hevr thjit the Church 
It itsfilf was tir^ of a fprdl^ yoke J you had com^ 
fT pnmuca^tiop writh a Catholic prelate,^ stating^ that . 
tf itwa$ n^fi^saFy \q guard jtgaimt the iatrigues of 
If Hcopi^^.^ I gav€^ ^QVfi» a<:QOmit of yowc secret 
diplomacy at RcimQ during the admimstratioa of 
M . Vi%U from yow owx avowal. Suck engage^ 
ment^ Sif J. C. Hippishy t^w: mttborised to enter 
into ^ith tket, Cowrt i^ Jfiome^ aad remariung, 
that j^\L bad gQV^ tho leogth» of calling the legal 
uihibiUoii$ of m!^h iqtwcow$e weakj, misQhiei^ousj 
aad ridkin^n^j \ W- last armed at thi$ conclusion. 
« It ^oyteioly is uot too much to say^ that of all the . 
% loai 9«Mtors» of w^iich our two Houses of Par.- 
tf liaiuc^t cQftsi^t Sir Johu Cox Mippisley is the 
« very last, from whom these, alarms would have 
« he^^ o^pe^tod /^ , ^ W^ithw was it lightly nor in-. 

* Amoii^ iKumcrf us in«(apcQsi of fftvgiir and esiimatien^ 
in iprUich the KQi^rnJ^l^^ Bs^f^^t W49 h<»lde« a(t Home, l^ ^^Vk 
im ^i^tr^ct of a letter? written tp him }^j his presjQiit HoSnesf 
Pius VH. in the year 1800. « And as the ahove-xnentioQed 
« ^oribus Sovereign PontifT; whose authoritv i$ of the greatest 
c weight vritk us his creature^ w^ to whom we are boundeu 
« bj the ilraageslafiA.svcelesities.of reneratioii) affectioii 
f a^pid gfatiMe,^ Wis give© ^a §9. m^^^y tl^i ^n^h waiifeat 
« proptf pJf the hjigh esjieem. be eateruined of the eeia^eFoul 
« English nation, an4 of its magnanimous. a«d just Govern- 
« ment ; and was ever so solicitous to cultivate harmony and 
« friendship^ and also to d^moustrate ta that nation, on all 
K qtcqasion^, his, vf\o)^K hvelj *lt«iehi|ifu.U V«> ^^> piimewuftg 
« tfce $*Pft€5 8iti^P«* wi'l equally wA« it p»r 9^u4y t« i>re«erve 
f WAth f^ei^i^ care the si^j^evec^proca^gfiMd i^^ietUgence and 
« union: and we will not suffer (as far asUei i^ QurpQwer)» 
« that England should find seated iu the Pontifical. Chair of 
« Rq»W awAhcT PoAtiff diffe.wg frQ»> him, who $q i^v^riehly 
a aek«9wle4^^d thekiiidnei^^and fi;ie^id&hip9 thali^&Q^axuteiH 
« tertained for him.» In the year 1800^ oir John cireutated 
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considerately said in that letter to ColumbanuSy 
that your (*) com^ersion into one of the strongest 
alarmists at the intrigues of Rome^ was almost as 
miraculous ds that of Saul. Allow me, Sir John, 
to solicit the peculiar attention of my readers of 
this letter to you, to the coinciding times and cir- 
cumstances of your initiation into tne doctrines of 
the blue books, and the first adoption of your 
alarms and fears-of the intrigues of Rome, and the 
revival of the Order of Jesuits. It was in the ses- 
sion of 1 8i I , that you gratefully boasted of the (i) 
instructive letter you had received from Mr. Buder, 
against whom Dr. Milner had within the course of 
a few days printed in Dublin as foul a libel as ever 
issued from the press ; and in i8i2 you had made 
the wonderful discovery^ that the Church itself 
was tired of a foreign jroke, and that // wa^ ne- 
cessary to guard against the intrigues of Rome. 
But hitherto, you were not known to have intro- 
duced that fertile subject of obloquy and irritation 
the Sesuits: yet, in i8i3, when you so powerfully 
sounded the tocsin of alarm, and your Catholic 
fears of the Jesuits, you eagerly laboured to clear 
the neophite of want of Zealand ardour in assailing 
the disbanded and expiring host of Loyola (2). 
« He had been charged with suppressing the fact 
«c of the Jesuits establishing themselves in this 
•r country. Such was not the case : he had cdm- 
cf municated that fact a year back to the Right 



amongst his confidential friends, a superb edition in quarto of 
his negociations at Rome, concerning the allowance granted to 
the late Cardinal of York> with fac similes of all the great 
men's letters to him. 

* Hist. Let. to Col. 55o (1) Ibid. 341, 

(2) See the reports of the debates in the House of Commons, 
in the P/Zo; newspaper for the 12th and aSth days of May, 
i8i3. . 
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« Honorable Grentleman (Mr. Canning). His feard 
« upon that head, were not Protestant fears, but 
« Catholic fears. He stated that fact in confor- 
« mity with the wishes of the Catholics them- 
« selves, » Then too it was, that you iervendy ex- 
claimed, in the House, that « if' there were any 
« crime, of which youcoxddbe jusdy accused in 
«r reference to the great measure^ that crime was 
« consistency, y^ 

This, Sir John, was the last commanding atti- 
tude I endeavoured to represent, in the portrait 
taken ofyoufrom the life^ whilst acting in the Cor 
tholic cause, which came before the public In Fe- 
bruary i8i 4; at which, though you appear to be 
o£fended, yet you perseveringly assume it on every 
occasion j I am to presume, in proof of your con-- 
sistencj. My readers will jud^e of your feelings, 
upon what I have said in my Historical Letter to 
you, and more particularly m the latter part, from 
the notice you have chosen to take of it m Parlia- 
ment. I wish much to be concise ; I wish more ta 
be emlicit. Were the subject merely personal, 
I could shape my course without difficulty. With- 
out boasting of xay powers, I avow an earnest wish 
and endeavour to give the most minute resem- 
blance, which can be spread upon canvass : I can 
not therefore pretend to give a bust, or even a kit- 
cat, of so eminent a character. Whether I succeed, 
or fail in the execution, I shall endeavour to give 
your figure at full length, and to delineate with the 
industry of a Denner, if I cannot with the glow of 
a Titian, the action of every fibre> nerve, ana sinew 
of so momentous a body, a vertice capitis, usque 
ad plantam pedis , 

If I plead ignorance of any publication of your's, 
or in your behalf^ Sir John, since January i8i 5, 
(the date of your two letters toLordFingal) whioli 
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I might) or ought to have known, my readers, I 
trust, will place it (some I hope with sympathy), 
to the evils of unvoluntary absence from the scene 
of action, I have had the opportunity of seeing 
only irregularly a broken series of the. English 
newspapers^ during the last twelve months. From 
those, which have accidentally come under my in- 
spection, I have found to my astonishment, that 
the freedom of debate in the House of Commons 
has, to judge from the printed reports, been used 
by you, Sir John, as a safe, free, and resisdess en- 
gine for misrepresenting and decrying my literary 
productions, for mistatmg and censuring my opi- 
nions, and for distorting and reprobating my pnn- 
ciples. I have, alas ! studied the laws and consti- 
tution of my country to little purpose, if I be not 
correct in stating, that every Englishman may 
defend his character and property, with as much 
publicity as they have been assailed, and that his 
right and means of repelling Msehood and refuting 
obloquy, are at least conunensurate with the ma- 
lice, publicity, and occasions of violating truth and 
engendering calumny. I unquestionably wish to 
stand rectus in curid in the eyes of each of tJbe 768 
members of the House of Commons, who may 
have heard the censures, charges, and imputations 
repeatedly and expressly made against me within 
their priv Je^ed walls : but they form a very insig-^ 
nificantportion of the community at large, amongst 
whom the newspaper reports of the debates, are 
diffused, and from which alone they can adopt 
ideas, receive feelings, and exercise judgment upon 
what they read to have passed in debate. The 
effects produced in the minds of the readers of the 
reports are not regulated by the plus or the minus 
of the accuracy of the report. I comment not 
therefore upon your speeches in the House of 
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CommOtis^ but upon the publicauaus I fmd o( 
them iu the various columns of the Journalists* 
Thus am I fearless of trenching upon the privilege^ 
of the House. Nor do I lay myself open to a 
second imputation from you, of ^husin^ to put 
"verbal inaccuracies of eocpression into your mouth 
on the loose authority oj some newspaper* I am 
perfectly free to say, that the disquisition I have 
given in my first Historical Letter to you, concernr 
ing the mode of publishing the reports of the 
members' speeches m the London morning, news- 
papers, ana of members publishing theur own 
speeches^ or the substance of their speeches^ or the 
draughts of their intended speeches, with additional 
observations upon them, lu^V be read even by 
members of the Imperial Parliament^ if not witn 
interest and satisfaction, yet with profit ind in- 
struction. 

Although metitioned in my first Historical Letr 

ter to you*, * it becomes necessary here to refer to 

two leading facts, which occurred in the session of 

i8i3, whkK had closed before I had finished the 

manuscript, in order to put the reader i«tp com^ 

plete possession of your cosisistency and zeal in the 

great measure. « On the n th of May (i8r3) you 

« ukoved for« and fatkd in. establishing ^n evev- 

tf lasting select committee, to examine into^ and 

<r report the state of the laws affecting his Majesty's 

« Roman Catholic snbiects: the condition and 

IT nuokber of the Gatfaojic ckrgyy^ ibeir religious 

€c institvrtionsy together with the nature and extent 

tr of the ecclesiaiatical jiurisdi^ion exercised by the 

IT See of Rome : the state of the Catholics in our 

« colonies,, and the intercauarsey and^ the rogula* 

«r tions establiabed by foreign countries^ and the 



* Historical Letter to Sir J. C, Hippisley, p. 1 19. 
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V mtercotii^e maintained by the Qatholic clergy 
•f in the British dominions with thie Papal See.» — • 
And, it appears from the Parliamentary pro- 
ceedings, that on the 22d of July i8i3, you, Sir 
John^ with your wonted indefatigability moved, 
«t that there should be laid before the House ex- 

V tracts from the dispatch of Sijr Greorge Pi?evost, 
« Governor of Canada, bearing date in October, 
fc 1811, with respect to the state of the Catholic 
*« religion in that country j which were ordered. » 
We shall presendy have occasion to return to these 
orders. Having traced the date and circumstances 
t)f your inoculation with Catholic /ears of the Je- 
suits establishing themsehes in this country j it is 
not unimportant to the public, to arrest their atten- 
tion, to the punctilious fidelity^ with which you 
{seconded the wishes of those Catholics, who made 
you their mouthpiece to communicate their fears 
"upon this head to the Protestant Legislature. In 
the late stupendous and rapid turn of events, no 
right judgment can be formed of the speeches or 
'achievements of the actors in any of the important 
scenes, without close attention to the time, place, 
and circumstance of their having been uttered or 
performed. Whoever proceeds with this monitory 
caution, will be firmly convinced, that a word is 
not uttered in public, or even in private, by the 
actors in the great measure^ a motion is not made, 
a measure is not devised, which is to be judged of, 
upon its insulated merits ; but must be considered 
as a main spring in the machinery, which was spee- 
dily to exhibit the denouement of a systematic in- 
trigue of above twenty years hatching. 

True to your commission. Sir John, you do the 
work of your setters and pliers with indefatigable 
industry. On the i6th of May, i8i4> you gave 
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notice*, that you « would ori^ the morrow inoTev 
« that a paper, should be laid before the House,, 
ff which had been published, and which had ere- 
4f 4ited a great sensation in Ireland. We under- 
«f stood, ^ays the Journalist), that the worthy 
« Baronet alluded to the letter of M. Quarantotti.» 
When on the next day, you made your promised 
motion for that, and some other papers to be 
printed, no small portion of your speecn was dedi- 
cated, as the different London newspapers report 
it, to the mistatement and censure of my opinions 
upon the obligatioii of oaths, and upon my sentir 
ments and feelmgs concerning that society which, 
as (i) the Catholic world had demandea it with 
unanimous "voice^ your old friend and correspon- 
dent has vouchsafed to re*establish throughout the 
entire Catholic world, but it seemsj, to your and 
your instructor's and deputer's sore annoyance* 
Whatever I said of them in my first Historical 
Letter to y6u, was written above twelve months 
before the bull was published,, which- you have 
since moved to have laid on the table of the House 
of CommoBS. Amongst other paj^rs, which re- 
ported your strictures, censures,, and imputation^, 
against me (faithfully and fairly I doubt not), was, 
the looming Chronicle :■ with the political senti- 
ments of which I had long been in the habits, of 
generally coinciding. 1 was anxious therefore of 
repelling the false and slanderous chaises,, which I 
read in the papers against me (as contained in their 
reports of your speech), in the columns of. the 
Morning Chronicle^ I fondly fancied,, that the 



^ Morning Post for the 17th of May, f8i4. 

(]) Such are the words of the hull or constitution^ which fgr 
the satisfaction of all the readers of this letter is given, in £ng-- 
lish and Lsttixi. Appendix No. i^. 
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Editor of it, with whom 1 had been many years 
acquainted, was ever eager to do justice to tnith, 
upon any matter of national importance ; and I, 
perhaps vainly, thought that a topic introduced into 
a debate aftectiiig the rights and dearest interests of 
above six millions of his Majesty's subjects, would 
have appeared to him of national importance. As 
yoii. Sir John, last year fouiid unsurmountable 
xiifficukies in procuring the insertion of your two 
letters to Lord Fingal in the British Press^ and 
Globe newspapers, with the view of giving them, 
tts you tell us, d more €3ctensiv>e circulation , than 
i^ usually obtained in the form of a pamphlet; so 
have I this year experienced the like contravention 
to my wishes : but probably from unlike causes. 
You were on the spot^ able and willing to allow to 
the Editor his full pecuniary remuneration for be- 
coming the publisher of your elucubrations on the 
^reat measure^ and had moreover the advantage 
of the powerful mediation of Mr. Butler, for whom 
jau have great pride and pleasure^ in avo^ving a 
friendship ; and his influence with the Editor of 
the Press and Globe newspapers was such, that 
iabout the very time of your disappointment, his 
Address to the Protestants found ready admission 
into those papers ; as did every thing from his pen, 
which related to the great measure. I neither sent 
nor offered money to the Editor of the Morning 
Chronicle^ for inserting my letter: I had no medi- 
ator to back my wishes : and I made my applica- 
tion upon the unsatisfactory dry plea ot using the 
^ame organ for the defence of truths which had 
(^though unconsciously and justifiably) been the 
instalment of her violation. With you, however, I 
admit, that 1 thought the Morning Chronicle (as 
you did the British Press J one of the readiest and 
Vest avenues y bj which my statement^ could find 
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their vmjr to the public. With yoa also. Sir Jobn,. 
have I been driven to avow, that disappointed in 
that object, the writer has had recourse to the pre-- 
sent mode of publication, 

Brevis esse laboro, obscurus fioy said a great 
adept in composition. 1 often have inveighed, and 
ever shall persevere in my invectives against 
anonymous assailants and calumniators. Veritas: 
nil veretur^ nisi abscondi. You have contented 
yourself, with dryly infonning your noble corres- 
pondent^ that you were disappointed in your wishes 
of circulating your thoughts through the medium 
of a popular newspaper. I will go further. I 
submit to the public, the motives and grounds of 
my application for a similar purpose : and my 
readers will judge of the cause of my disappoint- 
ment. I complain not erf Mr. Perry's refusal to give 
place to my letter in the columns of his paper. I 
neither paid, nor offered payment for the insertion : 
but he might have noticed my letter; he ought ta 
have sent the manuscript to the persons I had de- 
sired to receive it, in case of his objecting to my 
request. Although I may not distinctly discover 
the relevancy and connection of my opinion upon 
the obligation of oaths, and of my sentiments upon 
the utility and advantage of the institution of the 
order of Jesuits^ with your motion to print the re- 
script of Monsignor Quarantotti*, and the Prince 
Regent's private orders to Sir George Prevost ta 
check the progress of Popery in Canada ; yet as 
you, Sir John, have thought proper, and the most 
versed in senatorial tactics Mr. Speaker Abbot, did 
not call you to order, I am forced to conclude, that 
your introduction of my opinions and my writings 

■ ■■ ■ ■ n II I I III! I I ■■ I J ■ . ■ ■^•^^K^r 

* For the satisfaction of ihe reader, both these pieces are- 
given in the Appendix. No. II. and No. III. 
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was not irrelevant to, but was in fact connected 
with the subject, then awaiting the decision of the 
House. Now, as every connection is essentially 
reciprocal, my notice of your charges can neither 
be deemed scandalous nor impertinent. We are 
at issue upon the truth or falsity of them. No pri- 
vilege, parliamentary or other, can sanction false- 
hood, and deception. The following is the copy of 
the private letter, which 1 sent to Mr. Perry, whom 
1 have always considered the editor and proprietor 
of the Morning Chronicle newspaper : and I know, 
that it was delivered at his house in the Strand ; 
together with the public letter, which I wished and 
entreated him to insert in his newspaper, or deposit 
the manuscript of it, where I directed. 

« 4tli June, Paris, etc. 

c< Dear Sir. 

I anticipate your surprise at the 
receipt of a letter from an unfortunate exile, whont 
you have long lost sight, if not all recollection of. 
1 learnt with emotions of confusion and gratitude 
the eager liberality, which drew forth your sympa- 
thies, when my daughter first apprized Vou of my 
troubles in 1809 ; and my sense of it will ever re- 
main fixed and lively. Though now resident in a 
foreign land, my mmd, feelings, and interest, are 
unceasingly taken up with my country. You will 
not wonder then, that I was strongly aflfected in 
reading the debates, which mentioned my name, in 
a manner, which bespoke a malicious and insidious 
intept in bringing it up coupled with all, that was 
deemed repulsive and contemptuous. I will not 
trouble you with any thing like a detail of the 
number and nature ol my enemies, or of their un- 
derhand and artful workmgs to bring me into dis- 
repute. Few like openly to grapple with me. You 
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"mil render me inyalaabie service by inserting the 
enclosed in your paper. I profess not to know the 
tani of the secret politics and interests, which may 
have taken place> since I quitted England. How- 
ever, I speak with unreserved candor, when I en- 
treat you to return the manuscript to the bearer of 
it(*** •**Qf*** street, who by the bye knows 
nothing of its contents), should there be a word 
in it, which breaks in upon your feelings, judg- 
ment, or interest. If I appear at all in your co- 
lumns, it must be in my own manner. I confi- 
dently anticipate your torgiveness for causing you 
so much trouble, and for soliciting your counte- 
nance and recommendation amongst your friends^ 
of the work, which now engrosses my whole time, 
and of which I enclose a ^ro^/^ec^i/^. Wonderful 
are the resources and aids I find in this elysium of a 
literary man. I beg you to present my respectful 
homages to Mrs. Perry, and nave the honor to be, 
with much regard ana esteem. 

Dear Sir, 
Your devoted and obedient, 

Francis Plowden, 

To -Perry, Esq. 

Morning Chronicle Office, 
Strand^ London. » 



tr to the editor of the morning chronicle. 

Sir, 

I trust, that your long tried and well 
known liberality and candor will devote a column 
or two of your paper, to the redress of an injured 
absentee, and the vindication of misrepresented 
truth, in a matter of high national importance j 
more especially, as ihrou^ that medium, his cha- 
racter has been wounded, and the purity of truth 
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has been violated, by the discharge ofyourduty t<> 
the pubh'c. In reporting the speech of Sir John 
Cox Hippisley in the House of Commons, on the 
17th of May, upon his motion for the printing of 
certain papers relating to the Catholic Question^ 
and of his explanatory amendment of the report on 
the 24th of that month, when he moved for the pro- 
duction and printing of two other papers affecting 
the same subject, I find, to my utter astonishment, 
my name introduced into a debate, without the 
remotest relevancy of any part of my publications 
to the question then awaitmg the decision of the 
House. Without affecting to touch the secret 
springs, which brought into the mind of the Hono- 
rable Baronet, at one and the same time, the regula- 
tion of the Catholic discipline in Canada and Malta, 
the instructions sent by Government to Sir George 
Prevost, and the opinion of a private lawyer, upoa 
the construction of aif oath, I shall endeavour to 
throw some daylight upon this mysterious jostling 
of such disparate objects in the mind of a chlm and 
temperate senator. 

He draws the attention of the House to a point 
of much graver nature (than the interference of the 
crown in the nomination of Catholic Bishops), the 
Society of the Jesuits ^ whom it suits him to decry 
and criminate : and then he imputes to me gene- 
rally, that I have written their eulogium, as it very 
unmerited; xhdX I had asserted^ that joung men 
had been sent from Ireland to Naples^ there to re- 
ceii^e orders : and that treating of the tenets of the 
JesuitSj I differed from tlie soundest Roman Ca- 
tholic Theologians J and the most accredited Ju-- 
rists, namely^ St. Isidore, and Justinian^ as well 
as Palej and other -writers of the establishment y 
by holdings that oath^ are to be considered a& 
obligatory secundum intentionem jurantis, et non 
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secundum intentionem imponentis . The oldJesth 
itical maxim! ! ! I have no right to complain, 
that any man notices, combats, or censures any 
thing I publish ; but my words must be correctly 
quoted, and my opinions fairly stated : nothing 
material to my reasoning must be suppressed : no- 
thing, which I hold not, must be palmed upon me. 
And upon these terms, I am ready to justify what- 
ever I have published. : 

In following^ as the historian of Ireland, TuUy's 
direction to the writers of history, that not only the 
exploits of the actors themselves be set forth : but 
xhe £feneral conduct and character of such of them 
as have any pretensions to a name or reputation m 
life, I found it necessary to speak * historically of 
Sir John Cox Hippisley's general conduct through- 
out the progress of the Catholic cause. This ais- 
{>leasedhim^ and in January 181 3, in a printed 
etter to LordFingal, he sorely complains of my 
representation of his conduct, and industriously 
labours to workup the feeling^ of his noble corres- 
pondent against my publications. In the way of 
an answer to that letter to Lord Fingal, I wrote an 
Historical hetter to Sir J. C Uippislejy Bart, and 
M. P. being an historical portrait taken of him 
from the life^ whilst acting in the Cqtholic cause, 
in which I have minutely investigated and exposed 
to view his whole conduct, in order to make good 
the title of the work. On coming abroad, 1 left 
the manuscript with a friend to send to press, if 
deemed conducive to the progress of the cause of 
Catholic Emancipation. It has been some months 
before the public -, and I grieve to say, with much 
typographical inaccuracy. 

To this book he refers without specifying the na- 
ture or tendency of it, when he said, that I had 
written largeljr in praise of the society, as one re- 
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port has it, or their eulogium^ as another gives it^ 
That is not the precise fact ; nor is it true, that S 
have ever said in print (otherwise than in reporting. 
Sir John's own words), that young men -were sent 
from Ireland to Naples, there to recewe orders^ 
etc. It is a palpable untruth, that in treating of^ 
the tenets of the Jesuits y I differed from Paley, 
etc. Wherever I mention Paley, I refer not even 
by insinuation to the Jesuits : neither is there any 
part of my publications, in which I treat of their 
tenets. The occasion of my mentioning the Fa- 
thers of the Society in my Historical Letter to the^ 
Honorable Baronet, which he calls the recent pub- 
lication, arose out of his sounding the tocsin last 
session, to provoke Government into an alarm 
[ainst that order, to prevent its resuscitation, to 
leck its growth, or to extinguish Its existence : 
declaring at the same time, that hisfrars upon that 
head were not Protestant fears, hut Catholic 
fears : and he stated that fact in conformity with 
the wishes of the Catholics themsehes fPilot 
newspaper for 35th March, 1 8i 3). In the recently 

Fubhshed letter to the Honorable Baronet (p. i25)> 
tell him, .what I wish all your readers to notice* 
•c Take not. Sir John, an alarm, that I shall make 
« this letter to you the vehicle of a history or apo- 
* logy, or vindication of the order of Jesmts t 
ic though I certainly shall say as much to you 
•c about the Catholic f ears y as will, I hope, suffice 
« to prevent or dissipate the Protestant fears on 
« that head.» This I endeavoured to effect by a 
succinct statement of their temporary subsistance 
in Prussia, and their permanent and encouraged 
establishment in Russia, after the bull for suppress- 
ing (not condemning) their order in all the Catho- 
lic States by Pope Ganganelli. In a note (p. 167) 
of the Historical Letter I quoted from my Clhurch 
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mid State, what I beg leave to confirm from the 
experience and reflection of ths last twenty years of 
my life. « I mean neither injury nor offence to 
« others, when I pay the just tribute of praise to 
« that society, from which I received my educa- 
« tipn. I scarcely deem it possible for the powers 
ff of man to devise a system more calculated to in- 
«c fuse solid learning and virtue into youth, than 
ff the plan, which they pursued with unremitted 
« ardor and perseverance. The many faults and 
« frailties, which with confusion I take to myself, 
ff are so many direct deviations from the precepts 
ff and examples I had the advantage of receivmg 
ff from them.M 

I rejoice, that this obtrusive reference to my 
■opinions upon the obligation of oaths, though so 
irrelevant to the object of the motion, has afforded 
me an opportunity of opening the eyes of my 
countrymen to the honorable and conscientious 
grounds, upon which the dissenters from the Es- 
tablishment refuse to subscribe to the Sg articles^ 
and the Roman Catholics decline taking the oath 
^f supremacy, which would let them into those 
civil iiienefits, from which their recusancy precludes 
them. All I have said upon this subject, immedi* 
ately r^ers to the subscription to the Sg articles, 
and the taking of the oath of supremacy . Sir John 
Cox Hippisley has not quoted my words, he has 
referred to no particular booV or publication of 
mine, he probably either has not read, or not fully 
understood what I have published, and he certainly 
appears to have endeavoured to press upon his 
auditors, and of course upon the readers of the re- 
ports of his original and amended speeches, a very 
different idea of my opinions, from that, which, 
I hope, will result from the lecture of this letter to 
you. 
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la my Church and State I referred to the case 
of Smith (4 Inst. 5a4), where Wray, Chief Justice, 
with all the Judges of England, resolved, that a 
subscription to the Sg articles with this addition^ 
(So far forth as the same were agreeable to the 
word of God) was not according to the 1 5th pf 
Elizabeth, which requires an absolute subscrip- 
tion : and that made it conditional : « that this act 
3^ was made for avoiding of diversity of opinions, 
« etc. And by this addition, the party might by • 
«c his own private opinion take some of them to be 
* against the word of God i and by this means di- 
« versity of opinion should not be avoided, which 
«f wxis the scope of the statute and the very act it* 
¥ self, made touching subscription hereby of lione 
« effect. » I inferred, that the law was liot com- 
plied with by any subscription, which did not carry 
with it a sincere, fully and unequii^cal belief of 
the articles subscribed to, in the whole and every 
part (p. 376). I supported my doctrine by the 
authority of Bishop Burnet, who says (Hist, of Re- 
form, 169.), that <r the 59 articles were something 
« more than articles of peace; and the men, who 
« subscribed them, either did believe them to be 
« trae, or did grossly prevaricate. » But what says 
Dr. Paley? 

<c Subscription to articles of religion, though no 
fc more than a declaration of the subscriber s as- 
« sent, may properly enough be considered in 
n connection witn the subject of oaths : because 
«r it is governed by the same rule of interpretation : 
<r which rule is, the animus imponentis. The en- 
t< quiry therefore concerning subscription, will be 
*< Quis imposuity et quo animo ? And they, who 
<r contend, that nothing less can justify the sub- 
c scription to the 69 articles, than the actual belief 
rt of each and every separate proposition contained 
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« m them, must suppose, that the Legislature ex- 

V pected the consent of ten thousand men^ and that 
« m perpetual'suceession, not to one controverted 
« proposition, but to many hundreds, etc. n Surely 
Dr. Faley was inattentive to the title of the arti^ 
cles : for avoiding of diversities of opinions, and 
for establishing ot consent touching true religion. 
Having enumerated certain descriptions of persons, 
as those, who may not lawfully subscribe, viz. ist- 
^ AJU abettors of Popery. 2d. Anabaptists, who 

V were at that time a powerful party on the Conti^ 
« nent,- 5d. . The Puritans, who were hostile to an 
« Episcopal Constitution : ahd in general the mem 
« hers of such leading sects or mreign establish- 
« menis, as threatened to overthrow our own,:* 
« he concludes, « whoever finds himself within 

V these .descriptions, ought not to subscribe. » 

I laboured earnestly in my Church and State to 
make head against this system of loose evasion, or 
according to Bishop Burnet oi gross prevarication. 
And what fair man is not with me? 1 there said; 
(p. 379) ic The only ground, upon which, in my 
« opinion, a juror can lawfully and conscientiously 
* take any oath whatever, is tKe sincere conviction 
« of the juror of the truth of the oath according to 
tf the usual, common, and accepted import of the 
^ words and terms, in which the oath is expressed^ 
« Provided therefore, that the animus imponentis 
« be xiot clearly and unequivocally exprei^sed in 
•f the terms of the oath, the juror will not be justi- 
« fied in taking it, whilst he imderstands it diffe-^ 
ff ren;tly from those, who impose it. It is their 
« duty; IQ adapt their words to their meaning. 
« There can be no fair meaning, which may not 
« be unequivo€^lly expressed in the English lan«- 
« guage, andno captious meaning can be the sub- 
« ject or ground of a lawful oath. * What ^wonder 
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then, if with reference to the oath of supremacy, 
for the refusal of which Sir Thomas More was put 
to death, I said (p. 640), that « the animus impo^ 
fc nentis can never warrant a juror to st/vear agamst 
« the conviction of his own conscience.)* And 
(p. 108), ccl cannot admit, that the sense put upon 
« an oalhby the framers of it, contrary to what the 
« words import to the juror, will justify a person 
« in taking it under sucn explanation. » For these 
« reasons also was I induced to say (p. 568), « I 
€< must essentially dilOTer from an elegant modem 
« writer upon these subjects (Mr. Joseph Berring- 
ic ton), who attempts to prove, that such has been 
<c the legal acceptation of the oath (of supremacy), 
t< from Its enaction to the present day : and who 
« holding the lawfulness of the present oath, thus 
« interrogates his Roman Catholic brethren : Why 
« should we importune Government for a further 
If redress of grievances, or complain^ that we are 
« aggrieved, if the remedy be in our own hands ? 
K One bold man, by taking the oath, may dissipate 
« the whole charm of prejudice, and restore us the 
fc most valuable privilege of British citizens. >; 

The mai^, who admits the necessity of one Su- 
preme Universal Bishop in the Church, caimot un- 
der any explanation lawfully swear, ikdit no foreign 
prince J person^ prelate, state ^ or potentate, hath or 
ought to have any jurisdiction, power, superi- 
ority, pre-^eminence or authority, ecclesiastical or 
spiritual, within this realm, etc. as the words of 
the oath of supremacy run. I hope, Sir, that none 
of your impartial readers will impute to me, as the 
Honorable Baronet seems to have wished to fix me 
with^ any principle disgraceful. or dangerous, irom 
which has emaoated that opinion, which he (I pre- 
some) alludes to ifie in my history. It is contamed 
in. the prefiice to my Po^jt Union History of Ire-> 
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land (v)* « The author cannot subscrihc to the 
«f generally received opinion, that an oath is to hi 
« taken in the sense, in which it is imposed or re- 
«f quired, secundum animum imponentis ^ hut se- 
^ cundum animum jurantis ; that is according to 
« the juror s understanding, and the common ac- 
•« ceptation of the words, m which the oath is ex- 
« pressed, » 

What the Honorable Baronet's upright, honora- 
ble, and straight-forward views were in clogging 
the debate in tne House of Commons on the 1 7 th, 
and in interrupting it on the 24th of May with an 
explanatory amendment of, and scholium on my 
private opinion upon the construction of an oath, 
1 leave to the determination of such auditors and 
readers, as perceive the relevancy of such private 
opinion to the propriety of the House of Commons 
ordering the instructions to the Governor of Canada 
to be printed. To his designs in forcing upon the 
public, even from the seat of legislature, no very 
gracious comparison of the doctrmes of the Catho- 
lic Historian of Ireland, with those of the soundest 
Theologians and most accredited Jurists, both of 
the Roman Catholic and the Established Churchy 
those gendemen will adapt the most appropriate 
epithets, who best know the nature and spirit of that 
special commission^ under which he has acted, 
ever since he declared in May 1 81 5, that his fears 
upon that head vvere not Protestant fears, but Ca- 
tholic fears : and he stated that fact in conformity 
with the wishes of the Catholics^ hemsehes. 

I have felt myself called upon to say thus much, 
through the mediiun of your paper, in which I first 
read me report of Sir John Cox Hippisley's speech, 
that mentioned me, in order to do justice to the 
respectable people, whose history I have written, 
to the cause of truth, which I have endeavoured to 
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uphold, and to the character of a private (though 
very insignificant) individual, 

Your obedient Servant^ 

Francis Plowdek* 

« Pdrisy 4th •'u^^' i8i4'» 

« Disappointed in that object*, the writer has 
If had recourse to the present mode of publication. 
*f The letters are now published in their original 
« state, and with their original dates. » As in this 
step I have followed your example, I expect. Sir 
John, to avoid your censure. I dissemble not the 
acuteness of the painful sensations, which attended 
the lecture of your first discharges against me from 
the walls of St. Stevens. They were made up of 
pity and indignation, I could not then, nor to this 
hour can I comprehend, how you could so perse- 
veringly clog the movements, of the great measure^ 
you still boast yourself so solicitous for the success 
of, by obtruding so insignificant ah object as me 
upon the attention of the House. Had you sought 
to relieve your heart-bums by a dose, however 
powerful, of invective, it would have produced no- 
thing but contemptuous pity ^ but I became indig- 
nant on perceiving, that the false charges, obloquy, 
and calumny, directed against an absent and un^ 
fended individual, were used as a stalking-horse for 
Carrying amongst your Protestant breUiren your 
inoculated horrors of that body of men, of whom 
you never had Protestant^ and but recently as- 
sumed, Catholic fears ; and also for giving spring, 
energy, and lustre to a train of measures to check, 
thwart, and harass that power, which lately has re- 
vived(i) them, throughout the dispersed churches, 

■ ." ' ' III! I ^ »— .^ I I ■■ ' 

* Advertisement to Sir John Cox Hippislej's Letter to the 
Earl of Fingal. (v). 
(i) As this was effected by the Constitution of his Holiness 
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at the unanimous solicitation of almost all Chris^ 
tendom. To complete your portrait, Sir John, 
whilst acting in the Catholic cause up to the pre- 
sent moment, you should )>e exhibited in the three 
comma elding positions or attitudes you presented 
in the progress of the great measure y which you 
last year found it necessary, for some reason or 
other, to r ssert in open senate, you were still as 
solicitous for the ultimate success oJ\ as you ever 
had been . 

You were liberal, serene, and unsuspecting, 
whilst not acted upon by Protestant fears , You 
then had no squeamishness, no dreads of the in^ 
trigues at Rome. With conscious pride you* 
avowed yourself to hat^e been the organ of' tran- 
sactions of considerable moment during a long 



Pope Pius VII. so recently as the 7th of last August, which was 
the octave of the festival of St. Ignatius of Loyola^ and Sir J. 
C. Hippisley on the 21st of November gave notice to the House 
of Commons of his wish to add this to the other documents, 
which on his motion were on that day ordered to he printed^ 
it is given in an £ngli&h dress, in the Appendix No. I. As 
the worthy Baronet has thought proper to couple me and my 
historical works so closely with this important document, I 
conceive, that it may be desirable to refer to it, whenever any 
one thinks it worth his while to read either the Baronet ft. 
charges, or my refutation of them. According to his favorite 
paper, the Globe^ for the 22d of November, 181 4, <x Sir J. C. 
« Hippisley said, he wished to draw the attention of the House 
« to this fact } more particularly in consequence of the niisre- 
« presentations, that had gone forth on the subject. Mr. 
« Francis Plowden, who valued himself on being considered 
« the Historian of Ireland, but whose historic pages, were 
« more known by their bulk than their accuracy, had writtea 
« a very diffused eulogy of the order, in which he had been 
« educated. It was in Russia, he exclaims, that this plante 
« si rare flourishes in all its vigor, whdre it has its General, its 
a professed, etc.» We shall comment upon this hereafter* 
* First Let. to Lord Fingal, p. 17- 
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residence at Rome y some of which -were considered 
of importance in the estimation of the Roman Ca- 
tholic prelacrf of Ireland. And lest the public 
should be left in doubt of darkness concerning the 
nature of these transactions, you favored them with 
the extract of a letter from the four Catholic Arcb- 
Bishops of Ireland, under date of the 4^^ of De- 
cember, 1800, in which they « acknowledged their 
V grateful obligations to you, for haying been, the 
« medium of an intercourse of amity and corresr 
• r pondence between our beloved Sovereign^ and 
« the supreme Pastor of our Church. Through 
^ jour exertions our national establishments in 
« the capital of the Christian world, are at the 
•if eve of being fully restored to their original des- 
' > tinationj etc.» In that same year did you pritit 
and circulate amongst your friends, that superb 
work of your negociations and correspondence 
with the Pope and Cardinals, to \vhich I before al- 
luded, Yiiihfac similes of the great men's letters to 
you. Some years after you boasted of haying been* 
authorized to enter into clandestine engagements 
with the Court of Rome ^ to which the public faith 
was as irrevocably pledged^ as if they were sanc^ 
tioned by the most punctilious Jormalities of of- 
fice: and as I before remarked, you had gone the 
length of terming the legal inhibitions of such in- 
tercourse with the Roman PontiflF, weak, mischie^ 
vouSj and ridiculous. 

You were bigotted, agitated, and suspicious, 
after you had been plied and set hy others, and 
after Mr. Buder had reminded you, that you had 
been pleased to make yourself one of us. Thence 
originated your Catholic fears j from that mom^at 

«l I I t I II H II . 1 ■ I I 111 

^ Appendix to the substance of the speech of Sir John Cox 
Hippislej; p. 117. 
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Home became to you an object of distrust, dread, 
aixd execration. On the i '^th of May, 1 8i 4 (I wish 
not to make useless repetition), you alarmed the 
House, as to the important points*, of the interfe- 
rence of the Cr&wn in the nomination of Bishops, 
and the supervisibns of rescripts from the Papal 
See, and also to a point of perhaps a graver nature, 
the society of Jesuits : And that the prelates de- 
scribed their meeting on February a 3^ i^io, as 
being held at Dublin, in the loth year ^ the Ponti- 
ficate of the Holy Father Pius Vll. On that same 
day you also contended ^i\ that ^ according to the 
«r bull of Pope Ganganelli, all Christian countries, 
« whether Catholic or Protestant, must feel it their 
« interest to discountenance such institutions. All 
« Christian States had indeed manifested their sense 
€c of this interest : and it behoved the Government 
« to look with peculiar care to the institution under 
« discussion. The Jesuits had. always been found 
«r a powerful means of influence, a formidable bslnd 
<c ot intriguers, and he therefore would wish to 
it protect nis country against the fiat of any Pope, 
«f tor the resurrection and re-organization of such 
« an order.)* 

You are frantic, and desperate, now that his Ho^ 
liness has revived the order of Jesuits. On the 
33d of November last, you called the attention of 
the House to the (2) « Papal rescript or bull for the 
<f restoration of the Jesuits. A subject, which when 
« noticed by you, only by prospective on a former 
tf occasion, had been treated with considerable le- 
,<f vity, though at the same time a Right Honorable 
« Gendeman now absent on a di|)lomatLC mission^ 

— ^^— ^— *— — — — — *— I ■ ———————— ^—i^^——.—— i^. 

* Co wrier newspaper for 18th ofMaiy, x8i4- 

(i) Star newspaper for same date. 

\^ Globe newspaper for 22d of November^ i8i4» 
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ff admitted, that the reviyal of the order in England 
« after its abolition in every Catholic State, would 
« be of a very alarming nature, if substantiated. 
<c The presumed impossibility therefore of such a 
« revival, could be the only ground of its being sO 
« lightly treated on a former occasion. The fact 
«t however was no longer to be controverted. A 
V bull had appeared, authorizing the revival of the 
« order in every state, in the plenitude of its origi- 
« nal institute. And you. Sir John, wished to draw 
« the attention of the House to this fact more parti- 
te cularly in consequence of the misrepresentations, 
« that had gone forth on the subject. » Mr. F. 
Plowden, etc. Here you take occasion, of attempt- 
ing, as far as in you lies, to set the auditors of your 
speech, and the readers of the reports of it in the 
newspapers, against purchasing and reading my 
History of Ireland. Your words, whose historic 
pages were more known by their bulk^ than their 
accuracy y need no comment: every indifferent 
reader must necessarily understand by them, that 
in my history I had not only been generally incor- 
rect, but that I had unfairly written a s^ery diffused 
eulogy of the order y in which I had been educated. 
Now it has so happened, that in the three ponderous 
quarto volumes of my Historical Rei^iew of the 
State of Ireland^ or in the> five' octavo* volumes of 
my History of Ireland^ from the reign of Henry II. 
to the Regency under George III. there is not a 
single w^ord concerning the J*esuits. You cau- 
tiously refrain from informing the public, that the 
work, which contains a i^ery diffused eulogy of the 
orderj as you are please^ to denominate the loose 
obseivations upon the fathers of the society, which 
your Catholic fears of them forced from me, con- 
tains a much more diffused detail of the manoeuvres 
of you^ your instructors, and co-operators in the 
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great measure. It may be the wish and policy of 
each of you, gently to smother, and eftectually to 
check the circulation of the Historical Letter to Sir 
John Cooc Hippislejy no less, than the historic 
pages, which in many doubtful, dark, and impor- 
tant points, it settles, illustrates, and confirms, t 
give you moreover, Sir John, large credit for not 
being ambitious, that this portrait o\ you should be 
in the hands of many. 

There must be something more, than meets the 
eye, at the bottom of your severe and repeated at- 
tacks upon me in the House of Commons. Al- 
though not spoken of me, I beg leave to claim the 
benefit of what fell from Sir John Newport, in the 
debate of the 1 7 th of May • * It was -wrong j that 
persons, who had no means of defending them-- 
selves, should be animadverted upon in the consi- 
deration of a different topic. But I am to presume, 
that you, Sir^ have not acted wrong in your place 
and duty in the House of Commons, or Mr. Speaker 
Abbott would have called you to order. This pre- 
sumption leads to the obvious conclusion, that your 
animadversions upon me were not in consideration 
of a different topic. You really force me. Sir, 
malgre moi, to fancy myself of some consequence^ 
when I find, that in the important debates upon the 
great measure (the religious freedom or emancipa- 
tion of above six millions of his Majesty's subjects)^ 
irou have thrice selected me out of the whole popu- 
ation of the British empire (take it at eighteen mil- 
lions), on whose devoted head you poured out a 
vial of your wrath. Now as your animadversions 
are confined to two topics only, 1 am driven ta 
discover what parts of your motions they are con- 
nected with, in order to prove them not to be ia 
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consideration of diflerent topics. First you talc 
offence at, and as far as the thunderbolts of St. 
Stephen s Vatican can reach, you anathematize the 
doctrines I have maintained concerning the con- 
struction of oaths ("the old Jesuitical maocimj as 
your first bull of excommunication on the 1 7ih of 
May announced ^ and finding, that it had been ei- 
ther misunderstood or misrepresented to the faith- 
ful by different publishers, you deemed the matter 
of such high import, as to issue a rider or supple- 
mentary ODservadon, or explanation, on the 24th 
of that same month *. « In stating the circumstance 
c< of the construction of an oath^ as avowed by Mr. 
« Plowden (not Brown, as erroneously stated,) in 
K his History of Ireland^ Sir John had also been 
<c equally misrepresented. Mr. Plowden's con- 
<c struction was^ that oaths were to be considered 
c( as obligatory secundum intentionem jurantis et 
V non secundum intentionem imponentis. This 
cf was represented also in many of the public 
f< prints, to have applied generally as a Catholic 
•r principle : whereas he expressly stated, that it 
<f was opposed to the recorded opinions of the 
c( soundest Roman Catholic Theologians, and their 
K most accredited Jurists, particularly naming St. 
K Isidore and Justinian, as well as Dr. Paley, and 
Cf other writers of the Estabfishment.» The next, 
or rather the principal ground of offence was, that 
I had written largely in praise of the society of 
the Jesuits (j), and that I had written a very dif- 
fused eulogy of the order, in which I haa been 
educated {i). There needs no very subtle com- 
mentary to point out the intended, though fruitless 



* Courier newspaper for aSth of May, 1814. 

( 1 ) Courier newspaper for 1 8lh of May, 1 8 1 4. 

(2) Globe newspaper for November 22, 1814. 
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attempt to fix the whole body C in which I was 
educated J with holding doctrines opposed to the 
recorded opinions of the soundest Roman Car- 
tholic Theologians^ and their most accredited 
Jurists. What can this charge be relevant to, un- 
less it be to the rescript or letter of Monsignor 
Quarantotti, which contains a comment upon 
oaths, as unintelligible to me as Sterne's Chapter 
on Noses ? I have already perhaps tired you, Sir 
John, and some other readers, with what I long 
since wished to have conveyed to the public thro' 
Ae columns of the Morning Chronicle ^ with refe- 
rence to my differing upon this subject from Mr. 
Paley. This singular production now lies upon 
the table of the House of Commons under your 
motion, and as you have connected me with that 
motion, you will not think it extravagant or im- 
pertinent of me, to submit to you some loose 
thoughts upon its origin, composition, and effects*. 
Your inexorable offence at what little I have said, 
about the society, from which I received my edu- 
cation, in my first Historicdl Letter to you, I un-- 
hesitatingly place to the account of those, from 
whom you received your Catholic fears of that 
body. Neither they, nor you, I fear, will ever', 
cordially forgive me for having said to you in my 
&rst Historical Letter (i) : « I merely infer, from 
*( the progress of the virus ^ with which I perceive 
« you infected f since rou have been pleased to 
« make yourself one of us J, that what a Richeristj 
« what a Jansenistj what a Quesnellist once was, 
« that you now are.^ And — « Having detailed 



* For tbe conveniency of the English readers, it is to be 
found with the authentic translation of it into English^ in the, 
Appendix No. II. , 

(0 Page 99. 
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« their manoeuvres in HoUand lo procure home- 
% made Bishops, and to throw oflF the yoke of 
<r Rome (about the middle age of Jansenism), I 
«f justly remarked, that they had too strong analo- 
«f gies to the late insidious and covert efforts to 
u nationalize the English and Irish Catholic 
«c Churches, to be passed over unnoticed. » And 
in affirmance of those analogies I said : r The nar- 
% rative closes with this assertion of the cotempo- 
« rary Historian, under whose eyeSj those tran- 
« sactions were passing (the work was translated 
«r from the French, and published hy Lewis in 

* Covent-G^rden, 171 4)* ^^ only pastors ^ that 
^ might have maintained the faithful in union 

* with the vicar of Jesus Christ, are banished 
f< Holland : and an infinity of zealous Catholics 
« are going to be the prey o/wohes in sheep's 
« cloathing.» 

I am credibly informed. Sir John, that although 
you have published nothing since you have read my 
historical Letter^ which has so maddened you 
against the Jesuits, you have not been idle : that 
you have printed, and most cautiously handed 
about amongst your staunch and devoted friends 
your thoughts and views upon these subjects, and 
particularfy with reference to the fathers of the 
society, whom, as I am informed, you hold out as 
persons unfit to be tolerated by Government, since 
they, are notoriously objects of distrust and jea- 
lousy to their own Bishops, the Vicars Apostolic. 
When your sentiments transpire (you may depend 
upon it^ they soon will), they will be noticed. 
After you haa long imbibed your Catholic fears of 
the fathers, and some considerable time after you 
had been pleased to make yourself one of us, and 
even some while after you had contemplated your 
own portrait, which appeared in Febi'uary 181 4* 
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upon throwing back your thoughts to your old 
fnend and correspondent Pope Pius Vll. and 
turning in your mind his relendess firmness in all, 
that's nght, and foreseeing the probable result, you 
opened yourself upon the subject in the very de- 
bate, in which you first fell upon me for having 
written the eulogy of that order*. « The present 
(T Pope was a man of excellent moral character : 
« yet he must be devoted to his church : and it 
(f was possible, that under particular advice, and 
« lookmg to the Jesuits as the most potent instru- 
<r ments of Catholic influence, who had formerly 
« wormed themselves into the confessionals of al- 
ff most all courts, he might be persuaded to grant 
JK hisjiat for the restoration of the order. » I am 
not surprised. Sir John, that you are sorely hum- 
bled, as well as your employers, to find tne opi- 
nions and sentiments of that great and heroic 
Pontiff so pointedly recognise and sanction those 
of the humblest of your correspondents : not 
merely upon the order of Jesuits, but upon the 
appointment of national Bishops in Holland ; as 
appears by a Ifre^e (i) of his Holiness, dated pre- 
cisely one month after that, by which his Holiness 

* I I II « I J. I ^j^— »^»»J»— — «l^— — — ^—n^— ^M^i^-^— ^^^i»-i— »— «— .— »«»»«i ■! I 1— — ^^^i»»» 

* Co wrier newspaper for i8th May, 181 4- 

(i) The lecture of this breve y or bull, or constitution^ is re-* 
Icommended as a full comment upon what I said p. io4> in my 
first Historical Letter to Sir • John, and which is quoted fron^ 
my Historical Letter to Columbanus, about the restless spirit 
of the managers of the queint conceit for metamorphosing Pa*^ 
pists, or Roman Catholics (for call them which you will, they 
are the same) into Protesting Catholic Dissenters : a descrip* 
tion of persons wholly unknown to our lawsy etc. having been 
Constantly working under cover for these last twenty years, 
to bring about an Utrecht Establishment of a rtational 
Church independent of the See of Rome. This latter breve is 
»Uo for the benefit of my English Readers translated into that 
language, and contained in the Appendix No. Ill* 
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blasted your Catholic fears, by the revival of thafi 
order for the benefit of Christianity. 

Permit me, Sir, to repeat to you, that* <c Idrs^- 
« claim not the honorable pretension of havings 
\< given to the public a faithful History of Ireland. 
«f When therefore, I repel the unfounded or mali- 
•f cious charge of infidelity, in exhibiting the ac- 
»c tions or conduct of any one, that has taken so 
« prominent a share, as you have, in the concerns 
« of that valuable and gr^at people, self-defence 
•f becomes an act of justice to them. Even /was 
«f one of the objects to be fired upon from the for- 
«f midable batteries, that were in some forwardness 
«f in the year i8i3.i> Those having been dis- 
mounted, you erected new works with masked bat- 
teries upon the impregnable fortress of St. Stephen's, 
and thence you play in fancied security not only 
upon me, and my publications and opinions, but 
upon all those, of whom I was called upon, of 
forced to speak the honorable truth. My conse- 
quent duty imperiously commands me to place in^ 
broad day-light the matchless effrontery, and con- 
summate ignorance, with which in your original 
speech of the 17th, and your amended and expla- 
natory speech of the 34^ ^f last May, you are re* 
ported to have said, that my doctrine upon the 
construction and obligation of an oath fthe old 
Jesuitical maxim J ^ was opposed to the recorded 
opinions of the soundest Roman CathoKc Theolo- 
gians, and their most accredited Jurists, particidarly 
naming St. Isidore and Justinian. I have repeat- 
edly said, that general inculpation is fairly met^ 
with the general negative. Here, Sir John, you go* 
further; you particularize my opinion, and you 
ispecify St. Isidore, as a sound noman Catholic 

* Hist. Let. to Sir J. C. Hippisley, p. 55. 
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[Theologian, who contradicts ilt: this is bringing 
the matter to a tangible form. From what has 
I been before said, my doctrine or opinion upon the 
' obligation of an oatn (particularly with reference 
to the oath of supremacy,) needs ixo repetition : 
and although jou have not, / will minutely and 
faithfully refer you, and the readers of this letter to 
the passage, which either. your own ignorance, or 
the malice . of your instructors and purveyors of 
theological quotations, have misrepresented to 
you ; and it will appear as clearly, as the meridian 
sun, that St. Isidore, and St. Thomas of Aquin, 
who cites him, both (I hope you will allowj) sound 
Roman Catholic Theologians^ are emphatically 
with me. As you have taken issue upon this point, 
blame not me, if the evidence run mto more pro- 
fuse detail, than suits .your taste, or that of some of 
your readers. I said before, / wish to be concise; 
J wish more to be eacplicit. 

St. Isidore in a very short chapter upon oaths, 
and from the following words, it is evident, that he 
treats of false and insidious oaths on the part of the 
juror,, says*, « Many forswear themselves, that 
* they may deceive others : that upon the credit of 
r their oath, they may establish the credit of their 
« word : and thus T)y perjury and lies, they de- 

! " ' 

I * Sancti Isiddri Hispalertsis Episcopiy opera omnia quce 
' extant, Paris: i6ot. Sententiarum, lAh II. Dejiiramento. 
Cap xxxi. p.65i .w^Multi, ut fi^Uant, perjurant : utper fidem 
Sacramenti, fidem faciant verbi : sicque fallendg, diim per* 
jurantetmentiuntiir^ hominemincautum decipiuBt. Interdum 
jet falsis lacrymis seducti decipimur : et creditur , dum plo- 
; rant, quibus credendum non erat. Qu4ciinqne arte verborum 
quisque juret. Deiis tamen^ qui conscientise testis est, ita hoc 
accipit, sicut ille, cui juratar, intelligit. Dupliciter autem 
reas fit, qoi'^t IXei nom«a io vanuiQ assuznit, et prosamuiz^ 
dolecaj^it. 
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1 

« ceive incautious man. Sometimes we are de- 
« ceived, being seduced by counterfeit tears : and 
«f we give credit, whilst the tears flow, to those, 
fx who ought not to be credited at all.» Then, says 
he, to prove his thesis : « By whatever artful words 
<r you swear, yet God, who witnesses the con- 
ic science, so receives it, as he does, to whom it is 
« sworn. And the juror becomes doubly guilty, 
«r who invokes the name of God in vain, ana takes 
ic in his neighbour by deceit. » Wow, Sir John, I 
defy the art and hardihood of all your instructors 
audi instigators, and all ihe pliancy and self-suffi- 
ciency ot their disciple and tool, to pretend that I 
speak of, or refer to a captious or deceitful oath ; 
in fact, I have spocifiod no other than the statute 
oath of supremacy, which is taken by every Mem- 
ber of Parliament, and numerous other classes of 
his Majesty's subjects, on various occasions, and 
for various beneficial purposes. Now, what says 
St. Thomas of Aquin, both from himself, and up- 
on the authority of St. Isidore ? « When there is 

* St. Thomas^ 2. 2. Qnasst. lxxxix art. rii. p. 226. Roma} 
MDLxx. Quando Don est eadem jurantis intentio^ et ejus cui 
juraty si hoc proveniat ex dole jurantis, debet juramentum 
servari, secundum sanum intellectum ejus, cui juramentiun 
prsestatur. Unde Isidonis dicit : Quacunque arte verborum 
quis juret, Deus tamen, qui conscientias testis est, ita hoc 
accipit, sicut ille, cui juratur, intelligit. Et quod hoc intel- 
ligatur de doloso juramento, patet per id, quod subditurj 
dupliciter reus fit, quod et noiuen Dei in vanum assiimit, et 

Erolimum dolo capit. Si autem jurans dolum non adhi- 
eat, obligatur secundum intentlonem jurantis : Unde Gre- 
gorius dicit, (Lib. 27. Mor.) Humanae aures talia verba nos* 
tra judicant, qualia foris sonant: divina yero judicia talia 
foris audiunt, qualia ex intimis proferuntur. 

Juramentum. 
Obligaiio 18. — Juramentuia obligat secundusu intentioaem 
jurantis sine dolo : alias obligat secundum sanain 
intellectum ejus cui juratur. 
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« not the same intentioii in the juror and in the 
« imposer of an oath, if this arise out of any guile 
« (or deceit) in the juror, the oath is to be ob- 
«f served, according to the right understanding of 
« him, who imposes the oatn.» Whence Isidore 
« says, by whatever artful words you swear, yet 
« God, who witnesses the conscience so receives it, 
« as he does, to whom it is sworn. And, that this 
<f is understood of a captious (or deceitful) oath, is 
•f evident from what is subjoined. He becomes 
«f doubly guilty, because he invokes the name of 
« God in vain, and takes in his neighbour by de- 
« ceit. But if the Juror be free of guile (or deceit) 
« the oath is fo be taken according to the intention 
(or meaning) of the Juror. C Obiigatur secundum 
« intentionem jurantis.J Whence Gregory says, 
« (L. 27. Mor.) Human ears judge of our words^ 
•f as they sound (or are uttered) i but the divine 
^ judgment takes them from the heart (that is, ac- 
<f cording to the intention of the juror). » To shew, 
that I put no forced construction upon St. Isidore, 
I^ ive you the title to the subject of the obligation 
of oaths, which is contained in the large folio vo- 
lume of index of St. Thomas's works. « An oath 
<f obliges according to the intent of the juror, 
<f without guile (^or deceit J, otherwise it obliges 
<f according to the sound understanding of the im- 
« poser. » Q.E. D. I much fear. Sir John, that 
since you set up, Theologal to the House of Com-^ 
mens, and looked with a longing eye to the high 
office of Ministre de Culte to his Majesty's Romaii 
Catholic subjectSj your instructors and purveyors 
of references and quotations have led you widely 
astray firom Catholic orthodoxy: and for that rea*- 
son aid I in my first Historical Letter^ recommend 

♦Page 1 14. 
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to you. If to examine, whether in making yorursetf 
tc one of uSy youj did not cain admission mto the 
.« school of Dupin (expelled from the Sorbonnefor 
« his Jansenism), but did not become a member of 
« the university of Pius VII. -» How far Mr. Buder 
were warrantable in claiming you as one of us /m 
his letter to you of the 29th of December, 1812, 
and what he precisely meant by your hailing been 
pleased to make yourself one of us, I shall not at- 
tempt to determine. But it is my duty to remark, 
that it was not till about six months after he had 
written that letter to you, viz. on the nth of May, 
1 81 3, that you publicly announced your assump- 
tion of Catholic fears, and a simultaneous renunci- 
ation of any Protestant fears up to that hour, of the 
order of Jesuits. Now, as this second letter to you, 
is properly speaking nothing more nor less, than an 
appeal to the punlic in self-defence against the 
false, unfounded, and unwarrantable cnarges ut- 
tered by you in the House of Commons, against my 
historical veracity, and the catholicity oi my opi- 
nions, and you have stinted the first to my misre- 
presentation of the order of Jesuits, and the second 
to my doctrine upon the obligation of oaths, I must 
claim the natural right of being heard in self-de- 
fence : and trust, that you will indulge me in a litde 
necessary detail. 

Was 1 very wrong in telling you , even as far back 
^s in the summer of 181 5, for then it was I wrote 
the manuscript of my first Historical Letter to 
you*? It There lurks some deep mystery under 
5 this sudden^ uncalled-for, and inexplicable an- 
« nunciation of Catholic alarm at the revival of 
.tf Jesuitism. » But is it fitting, that such practising 
uppn public prejudice, ignorance, ana passion^ 

w 

■<—— ^iW— >— i— W— 1— — ■— ^^— I ■■■■■ ■■— 1M^»^^»^— — W^^— 

^ Historical Letter, p. i5i^ 
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^hoxild for ever remain veiled in mystery ? We are 
arrived at the unravelling of the pioty the denoue-' 
merit de la piece develops all behind the curtain, 
however artfully concealed or ilisguised before. 
We are all now entitled to be treated, as you boast 
of haviog treated Bishop Milner, with jour owii 
stectdjr and plain dealing.. I said of you in the 
August of i8i ^ "^j that (f you had been set and plied 
(c by the author of the blue books, and the author 
tf of Columbanus' letters or addresses to the Irish. 
|K Duo lakoran^s in unum. And tbat they had 
« obtained a shortlived triumph over you ior their 
M own designs. » Of this you coniplamed to Lord 
Fingai in January iSi ^ (i). I shall not attempt to 
repeat or copy tke badges of your subsarviency, a£ 
whi^h the drawings in that portrait s^rt pei^cdy 
correct, though the colouriag be much too faint. 
Und^ tliis iulTccmviction, } told you in xke sum- 
mer ^ i8i3j tf In r^rring to you three Gentle- 
,ir men, as bearing upon one cammon point, 
'« lahorantes in unum^ I *m free to say, that I.cou- 
*« scored you myself, and wished to nepresei^t you 
« 10 others, as formally eidisted in a cause, which 
Ji originated m^rro^*, advanced under fajse colors, 
-M maintained its n^un^g posts by equivocation, 
f< ai»d defended tlM»n by die dissembling and dis- 
«r tortion of trutb. I dp not ^ak ^i ^ese dBvi- 
f aikms from the ww and the truths as tbiS 
« occasional failings oundividu^^s, but as the sys- 
ff tematic taciics of the parly. >» And diis 'I in part 
.iUttStrated by quoting the w<>rds of Mr. Scully ata 
-meeting ^ |he Catholic Aoard in Pmblin, on the 
.a6th of May^ i8i3: ir Jn Englwid theo^e existed a 
If faction, whose great object it was to disparage 



* Hist. Let. to Columbanus, p. 34^. 
(i) Letter to Lord Fiogal, P* 9' 
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ff Ireland, the Catholics, and the Board. j» All this 
supported what I mentioned in my Post Union 
History of Iceland * (which appeared in July 1811), 
of the evidence thetein set forth, « of a precon- 
•c certed, extensively, clandestinely, and artfully- 
« supported plan, to subject in spirituab the pro- 
*r scribed Roman Catholic to George III. precisely 
« as his reformed ancestor was to Heiiry VIII. » 
And, tf that the leading abettors of the yeto in 
«r England aimed at shaking off their dependence 
tf upon the See of Rome, and establishing National 
t( Bishops, i^ot drawing their jurisdiction from the 
«" Christian Primate, but in the manner of the Re- 
ir formed English Bishops, imder and from Henry 
« VIII. downward, and according to the Jansen- 
tr istical doctrines of Utrecht.* I then moqe par- 
ticularly described^ the Grentlemen, who wished to 
become Protesting Catholic Dissenters, whom 
Mr. Burke considered having gone more than haU 
way over to Protestanism. I remarked, in 1 8i3 (i), 
«r that they had been constantly working under 
« cover for these lasc twenty years, to bring about 
4r those consequences, which were originally meant 
« to be concealed from its advocate3 and sup- 
ic porters : viz. an Utrecht establishment of a Na- 
« tional Church, independent of the See of Rome. » 
1 explicitly told you last year (2), « that the obvious 
«r project was, that the actual surrender of the un- 
V. controulable right and indispensable duty of 
«r appointing fit pastors to the dispersed churches, 
«r should be made over by th€ f^ope to the Civil 
« Magistrate in the first instance. Then the de- 
^ ceptive hope of a re-union pf the two churches 



♦ Vol. 5. p. 796. 

(i) Hist. Let. to Col. p. i5i. 

(a) Historical Letter to Sir J. C. Hippislej, p. 107. 
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IT was bolden forth ^ as the certain consequence of 
«. such surrender ^ and the golden dream of seats 
«. in F^arliament was at once realized. » 

I will touch the noted fifth resolution of some 
l^glisk Catholics, that masterpiece of your friend 
and instructor, for preparing their unsuspicious and 
unguarded minds for lettin^r in the Civil M asastrate 

i • 1 ^^1 1 r^ I'll 

i into the Church.Govemment, or laying themselves 
out for PetOj no farther, than to recall to your 
mind, that I Jast year mentioned Mr. Butler's words 
concerning the circumstances of its composition *> 
(c as irrefragable and conclusive evidence, that an 
« English influence was then in action, distinct 
« from, in few things coinciding with, in many 
fc, contravening Irish interests and Irish wishes. )» 
I then asked^ not without good groimd and rea- 
son(i) : »f Was I wrong. Sir John, in remarking, 
<r that notwithstanding the dissolution of partner** 
«t ship, separate ventures were hazarded upon the 
« prmciple of the original speculation ?» In this 
there was a degree of refined policy. It was requi- 
site to know what bait would take. At the head 
and bottom, and in the centre of the whole, was 
the indefatigable manager, who has been so well 
described, felt es^erj where, seen no where, I 
have more than once reminded you of his wariness 
in committing himself upon these tender subjects. 
He casts the parts witn great judgment. Many 
useful and ^hle actors dislike to appear in the cha^- 
racters of Pierre and Shjlock: and it often tap- 



* Hi»t. Let. to Sir J. C. Hippisley, p. i57. — I have spolen 
particularly of tbis 5th Resolution in my Post Union History 
of Ireland, vol. 5, p. 788 ; in my Historical Letter to Cplumi- 
banui^ p. 349 ' ^^^ ^^ ^he Historical Letter to Sir J. G. Hqp» 



pisley, p. 157. 
(I) Hist. 



Let. to Sir J. C. Hippisley, p. 117. 
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pens, diat under parts, though essetidal to the 

catastrophe, are given vn^ great effect by abley 

though anonymous performers. I also ODservem 

m my first letter to yo^u, that * « vpon the pre- 

« suitiption (very grottiiUeSs) that the irish v^ouhl 

« swdQow any aiisurdity, and practice any incoa*^ 

% ststency, provided they retailied the name ami 

« iproiession of the religion of their fore^Sithers^ 

IT Golumbanvs had Carte-blanche to attempt an^ 

«r flbecdpdon or iflnsion, hov^rever gro^, Kpon his 

IT "countrymen. Afid I must allow, he has not 

« ^nted the discretion allovred bim.j» With full 

roftection, harve I r^ieatedUy i^mairked, that the 

wottkl-^be Brdssting Cathotic Dissenters hadheen 

wmising more dmn twenty ye6a% under cwer^ u> 

inrng mout thost eonsequencesy which were ori- 

ginalfy jneant to i>e conceeded from its <idi^ocaie$ 

-and isuptfi^rters . For i acknov^ledge, lh«t meiny 

Tdipectaole ordiodox Gadiolies faavts been indttced 

^Sfiecie reotiy to countenance and support prenuses, 

of which they did liot perceive, and much less su^ 

pect tfae necessary consequences, whrok. inevitably 

led to the formakion t)f such an episcopacy^ its tfale 

Jansenian piarm ha)5 for neatly two asniciHCves lyeeii 

^constantly endeavourmg to establish in Hoiknd^ 

in successive ^mA systematic defiance of the ana- 

.diema of the Holy $ee(i). it has be^ the attfiil 

stodgy of the pmty, patticniariy widiin the tast c^- 

tMcry, «d treat the idea df Jansenism ^s a phantom, 

, existk^ no where, but in the bigotted mmd of )ihe 

enthusiast, and to feed, cherish, and support its 



<mm^m^m*mt^^m^>m,mmmm»m^mimmmmm^mJ^^^^»mmt 



* Hist. Let. to-Sir^. G. H^pislej> p. 117. 

(i) The reader will he pleased to thraw his cye^once mote 
over die breve ofhis present Holiness in the Appendix No. lU. 
from whicb lie will see the grounds of the reprobation of that 
sort of national episcopaoy, wUch is^ so substantially, though 
covertly enforcea by tne party. 
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spirit and substance with unrelenting perseyerence. 
From yauity, apathy, or some other inducement^ 
Columbanus has lent his name to the whole systen^i 
undisguised, * « Neither, says he, the election of 
« Bish<mf» by the Pope^ nor their confihnaiion by 
« him after election^ nor their nomunation to any 
tr Tacant see, nor the Pope's consent, nov even his 
•r knowledge of the a^^mtmentf is a necessary re* 
« quisite to establish the vcdidity of any of these 
fc acts(x). 1 do most distinctly profess my full and 
c deliberate conyiction, that no appointment to an 
tr Irish Bishopric can be legitimate, in the present 
«r state of Europe, without the free election of the 
tr diocesan clergy, etc. Qi) AU re(juire a regular 
«F. mission, whiph is limitted by the church, and 
^ may in some cases be limitted by the Statid {5). 
ic 1 feel the neoessity of recurring to the protection 
« of the law(4)->^ b the responsibility of the law 
ff neyer to be, known in that church ? (S)» The 
« Cckstabala principles are hostile to the safety of 
« our religion^ which cannot exist or keep pace 
«c with (he rapid encrease of our population, unless 
«r it is supported by that canonical discipline^ with* 
IC out which we may transmit a vile, intriguing: 
.« ultramontane, but we cannot transmit a legal 
« W4Jfm/iai church to posterity (6>*a ic There are 
« Elnglish statesmen, iriends to Ireland,, and to the 
<c national liberties of mankind, who without 
« touching a single article of our faith^ will exidea* 
V your to hold die cegis of the law between the 
«r abuse of spiritual power,^ and the liberties of the 



* Witbont entering into the controversy, I merelj refer ta 
Colombanus' decided opinions, i Col. 8o- 

• O) 5 Col. i3. (a) 4 Col. 59. t5) » Col. 14. 

(4)1 Col. 24- (5) 4 Col. 46. (6) a Cd. i25^ 
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4c Irish people (i). The Pope's supremacy by di* 
« vine right consists o«/^ in a power of inspecting 
fc the conduct of all the orders' of the Hierarchy, 
<f etc. (2) « The election of the clergy, with tne 
« approbation of the gentry, and the confirmation 
<r of the civil power ^ is the only prudent, the only 
« wise, the only constitutional, and the only catho*- 
ir lie plan, that i& the present circumstances, can 
<c be adopted by the Irish people. » « (3) The Irish 
tr nation can and ought, in the present state of £u^ 
if rope, to remove the greatest obstacle in the way 
cr of emancipation, by the establishinent of a legal 
IT national church , hy resuming in a national 
V council of clergy^ gentry, and nobility, their an- 
« cient right of electing heir Bishops by Dean and 
«f Chapter, and allowing to the State a negative of 
« two out of three persons, e»c.» Here, Sir John, 
you will allow, there is a vast batch of matter, for a 
Vice-Prefect of the Propaganda to exercise his ex- 
traordinary powers upon ; quo non perveriit Epis^ 
cdporum facultas. Confidence is naif the batde. 
The most learned Doctor gives manfully his name. 
Not so with others. Perhaps not always so with 
himself. 

I find the columns of the Morning Chronicle^ 
which were so inexorably shut in my late, open to 
the anonymous effusions of the abettors 01 these 
Columbanian doctrines (4). A new plan of unani- 
c< Tokly is suggested in a series of letters, signed 
« Conciliator^ and published No. 5, in the Pam- 
i< phleteer. Conciliator demonstrates from Catholic 
« Historians, that the interference of the Pope was 
« not tolerated in the appointment of the ministers 

^— ——*»*— ^——■—*'— III I I III ■ 

(i) I Cof. 87. (2) I Col. 79. (5) 5 Col. 3g. 

(4) Morning Chronicle newspaper for 4tii of Maj, i8i4- 
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«f of religion in the first days of the Jrish Church* 
ic It is to be lamented, if Conciliator's arguments 
« do not have, due weight with the Irish Catholic 
« Bishops; since hy getting them to concede the 
« supremacy, the question of foreign influence 
«c -would be set for ever at rest.» Mr. Scully was 
perfectly correct in saying, on the :i6th of May, 
1 8 1 3 — In England there existed a faction ^ -whose 
great object it -was to disparage Ireland^ the Ca- 
tholics, and the Board. I hesitate not to say, that 
the rescript of Mopsignor Quarantotti, which at 
your motion, Sir John, now graces the table of the 
House of Commons, is the complete developement 
of the system of that faction^ and wals (I doubt not) 
conceived^ brought forth, nurtured, and modelled 
in the British metropolis . The whole of the English 
Journalists were punctiliously responsive to the 
views, wishes, and feelings of the party. The 
Morning Chronicle* spediks with the conscious ease 
and familiarity of a privy and director : « We per- 
«c ceive by the Dublm Papers, which arrived yes- 
fc terday, that ^Aeletter oiQuarahtotti from Rome 
•f was received. » It closes some extravagant quo- 
tations from them with these remarkable words :— 
IC As long as the shamrock so green shall adorn our 
ff island, so long shall the faith delivered to us by 
fc St. Patrick prevail in spite of Kings, Parliaments^ 
c< Orangemen, and Quarantottis ► * Within five 
«f days another paper observed (i), i< thatsomeper- 
«c sons seemed surprised at the manner, in which 
« Quarantotti's rescript relative to the P'etOy and 
« the late Catholic Bill has been received by the 
K Catholic agitators. Now we are not in the least 
« surprised* Can any one think, after the experi- 

^ - 

* Morning Chronicle newspaper for I2th of May, i8i4. 
(i) Cowner newspaper for 7th of May, 181 4- 
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<f encc we have had, that the Catholic Claims vrer6 
«c the real objects? No, No. They were put forth 
t( iks the stalkiiig^horse : but the feal olrjectof th^ 
« Tiolent demagogues was of a very differenl na- 
if ttire. Toenflame^ not to hea! ; to separate, not 16 
w unite. » Such has been the industry of the party, 
tkat it is notorious, that these calumnious imputa- 
tions upon the Irish Catholics^ have been bruited in 
Rome with aggravated malignity. As the preface to 
your motion Tor printing this rescript was inter- 
larded with remarks, that Mr. F. PloWden <r valued 
«r himself upon berhig considered the Historian of 
«r Irelaitd, but whose historic pages were more 
« known for their bulk, than their accuracy,)* Yott 
cannot wonder, that lam anriot^, as I am entitled 
to disprove yoxir assertions, and to expose your at> 
tempts to mislead the public and injure an indivi-^ 
dual. You have connected me with y6ur motion for 
priming the rescript ; I will «Qt detach myself from 
tberights and interests of the people, whose history 
1 have written. It becomes then an imperious duty 
in me, to apprize the present andfumre genierations 
of the base and malignant concert of the p Arty, to 
feed the newspapers and otifier periodical puWica- 
tiOns with inflammatory and cammnious invectives 
against the Githolic Clei^y and Laity of Ireland, 
for not considering that rescript as mandatory^ 
which the devisers, framers, or (at least) procurers 
of, had fondly anticipated as obligatory and irreva- 
cable. It would be endless to attempt to sjrecify 
the diversified attacks of an anonymous host. I 
select one for an instance of the rest. They all 
breathe one spirit : afi tend to one end r all speak 
Ihe same language, ' though in varied dialects. 
There is no misuiuierstaiiding them. . « ^la short 

• • • 

— — W^l^— W^M^ I ■■■ill I I ' ^— ^M— — ^— ^— — ^B^ 

* Star newspaper for 2d tjf May, i8 1 4 . ' 
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<f (says one of them), tlie whole of the letter is a 
<r-HaiaFked censure and condemnation of the intern- 
et Pirate langnaffe and seditious conduct of the 
(( mc^diary CawoUc Board of Ireland, whibt it 
« con^ey^ a most merited rttjroof of the sentimCTits ; 
«r of the Irish Bishops^ which hare served so much 
^ to encourage the mal-contetits of that country in 
« the prosecuttOQ of their wicked and alarming de- 
« isi^s. r 

From lamtotable experience we know^ that no 
writings can be t€K> coarsely libidinous for the ex- 
hausted rake. So here we fiutd no device, no in- 
vention, no dream too inordinate, base, or revolt- 
ing, for feeding the saturated lust of a certain party 
for decrying and calumniating the loyalty and re- 
ligion of the IrisH. The Engnsh Journalists, one 
and aU, became ravadous and rival contractors for 
the smply. The Morning Chronicle stood pro- 
mka^tly forward on the list, as will be seen by the 
admission into its columns of the following eirre- 
giooB ^pecimoL of the pandering art \ equaU j »• 
jnarkanle for its stupidity and malice« 

A DiaiAM.^->->K I thought the Pope approached 
me iti deep moummg, vrith but two of his triple 
crowns on his head. He wayed a wand^ and ua- 
mediately there stood b^ore my eyes a huge bodj 
formed c^ a great mass of Irish Cadiolics without a 
head; its limbs seemed a good deal convulsed; 
and what should have been tne heart, appeared in 
tbe likeness of a wooden clock, the wheels made of 
boards y and pendulum composed oi brass. This 
aiikward machine, by a ccmiplete intercommuni- 



♦ Morning Chronicle newspaper for 8th of July, 1814. — 
This very !6w, forced, and deleterious mixture, was adminis* 
tred by this Journalist Tfithin a fortnigbt of his rejection of my 
letter, in defence of a calumniated individual I ! ! 
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cation, regulated the motions of this immense 
frame, whose spasms seemed no longer unaccomit- 
iable, from the nature of the impulse, which go- 
verned them. Behold, said -the Pop6, this hetero- 
geneons figure. It is not Papist, because it denies 
my, authority. It is not Roman Catholic^ because 
it differs in the most essential point from those of 
that persuasion^ who have in all countries yielded 
an interference in nomination to the supreme tem- 
poral authority. What it is I can scarcely tell, but 
what it will become, I have power to snew you. 
He then touched the great toe of the monster, with 
his wand, and the Dwmon of schism arose from the 
earth, riding on a hurricane, and immediately en- 
tering the belly of the, body, raised the most violent 
commotion. One arm was strained into sedition,, 
the other screwed down into fanaticism. One leg 
moved in the direction of the residence of the 
Lama^ and the other-bent its step towards the tem- 
ple of Mecca. The stomach became excessively 
oisordered by an influx of black bile, and the fumes 
of Methodism, Quakerism, Presbyterianism, and 
all the other isms issued from the. ps^ssage through 
the neck in thick and lurid fumes ; the wooden 
clock in the midst of this combustion crumbled 
into pieces, the board was consumed, the brass 
pendulum was melted, and under the ashes„ the 
relicts of disappointed ambition, and selfish policy 
were alone discoverable. » 

Apology is due to you. Sir John, and to all other 
readers. or this letter, for having defiled it vnth a 
page of such nauseating stupidity. But as. it con- 
tains hardly a word, which does not indicate low 
falsehood and elaborate malice, there was no pos- 
sibility of conveying an adequate idea of the spirit 
and tendency of the composition by reference, 
analysis, or reflection. All would have been in- 
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credible : as would also be the impudent and in- 
consistent falsities, with which the party ushered 
into public the arrival of the magic piece of me- 
chamsm, which had returned to its original manu- 
factory on the 28th of April, 18145 polished, 
dothed, and accredited with the art, costume, and 
authenticity of the Curia Romana. It arrived at 
No. 4? Casde-street, Holbom, in London (the resi- 
dence of the Vicar Apostolic), and was there deli- 
vered to him to whom it is addressed, by his 
faithful fi^gent, who had closely watched it through 
every stage of its progress at Rome, from its rude 
British siu>stance, to the last stroke of that exquisite 
workmanship of the Roman model, in which it 
re-appeared m London. Nothing short of the last 
glimmer of dotage or the earliest dawn of puerility, 
could suggest, that within three days of the arrival 
of the rare and precious document, its contents 
could have become known to the different Editors 
of the London Journals, otherwise than through 
the party, who had precipitated its progress thro' 
all the official ceremonies of the Court of Rome 
with ufaprecedented velocity, and whose leaders 
were then the sole depositaries of the momentous 
record. I wish not to extend my observations be- 
yond the necessity of placing every circumstance 
touching the important subject in broad day -light : 
and you will allow me. Sir John, to term that sub- 
ject importqnt^ which intimately involves the reli- 
gious freedom of six millions of his Majesty's 
subjects, throughout the whole extent of the Biitish 
Empire^ andvvnich in open Senate, in 181 5, you. 
Sir John Cox Hippisley, scrupled not to declare*, 
; you had been labouring eight years in enquiries 
upon.^ 
— • ' I. 

^ * Hist. Let. to Sir J: C. Hippisley, p. 126. 
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To you, Sir John, as a Broihei^ Barrister, and as 
the learned Recorder of Sudlmry, ii will nol ap-. 
pear pedantic to refer lo the old adage. Qui facU 
per alium, facit per se. The attianipts to preiren-s 
gage the first impressions of the public, through 
stipendiary Jpumali$ts, are obviously traced ta 
that source, from which alone information was to 
be derived as to the existence^ arrival, or conteints 
of the mysterious documait. Little, time was lost 
in preparing the Pilot newspaper (generally deemed 
favourable to the Catholic Cause)) to announce (m 
the Soth of April, the following false statement of 
the recent arrival from Rome. «f We have just 
tf heard, from unquestionable authority, that th$ 
K first act of the Pope On his re^ostabhshment at 
<r Rome, was to pass in full ccmsistory* with all 
tr the Cardinals unanimously agreeing, an arrange- 
« ment giving to the British Crown the desired se* 
« curity ^ respecting the nomination of the Gathotic 
« Bishops. We are assured, that special instruct 
% tions to this effect have been dispatched by his 
« Holiness to all the Catholic Prelates in the British 
« Empire . m This first annunciation in a fiivorite 
newspaper bespoke the very quintescence of the 
spirit^ views » and intentions of the deivisei^, modd-^ 
lers, and procurers of the rescript. The three da^s 
immediately following the arrival of the care exotic 
ware not ^pent in idleness ; the pre%tired triumph 
was followed np with all the wontM^ industry; o( 
the partjT. The Roman instrument was committed 
to the foagtish ;>ress, and made its pubKc appear* 
ance in the British metropolis in a fcnio and auarto 
edition : it was trandated into C«nglisb for Uie W 
nefit oi' the unlearned^ aisd published in the leadinig 
London Journals, subscribed agreeable to <Atf 
original^ Joseph Hodgson^ V^ G. On the second 
day of May, copies of it were sent in circulars to 
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die whok Irish Hierarchy from Dr. Poynter : and 
on th« same day appeared in the Sun Newspaper in 
London, an elaborate and veiy nnfalihful analysis 
'^f it, stil! striving to rivet the first impressions of 
tti^puhlie, by tnte tiotorious tindfank falsehood, 
that <f this was the first act of authority, which was 
^ exercised by the venerable Pontifi^, after he was 
V released frOfti his oppressed and lamentable cap- 
ir tivity.n On the same r^d day of May, the 
Morning 'Chronick brought forth an untimely^ 
hard-laboured epitome of me Vice-Ptesident*s let- 
ter, before it had appeared in public, and which 
iad been furnished by the hcdders of the original^ 
Yrith the Kkie strained construction, or rather wan- 
Ion assumption, that his Holiness found <c the P^ibto 
^ proposed t© be giveu to the Ring of Greatfiritain 
^ m we appointment of Bishops and Deans in his 
« dominions, was strictly cotiformable to the rules 
^ and pracrice of thfe ttcJiySee, and would Be cor- 
«f dially acceded to, and lactefl upon by the Sove- 
tf r^ign Pontiff* in dl time to come: and also, thgft 
«"aH correspondence betv^een lloman 'Catholics 
^ and the ttoly Siee should in future be subject to 
« such iospecuon -a»d-c-entiK>ul, €ks was p r o p ose d 
t ky tbe date CtdaoHe HdUtef Billy &e whole ^f 
* WHchisti^iy a|ypkkided*.» 



■ t > » ■ MM Ml^l^bO***^***!!*— »l«i*».i^a*».ii*lW.»»fc^a^ 



^lepidiiic^ the ititex»rabk ;pc> rgc?v i griw ii C fe<ttf Ae plttty in ^fbrciilg 
Mio: etrcukUon ^alway^^th^trnt ntttae <x jresfcrtmhRity), fio 
4itoy Msehood land caittAmf^ to'serve tli^r ^nds. Ftt>m the 
^t dawn oithervtiotipiy die SotilttililB, <««4iieh vied with ead^ 
biker in ^rostieiiftmg'tbek'vbeels to tbe imi^gues of ^e party ^ 
innereifed with such dsaisse, 'it!>^&lttng> andni^citms Unthidia 
^boqeevBhig ih, that if :bnyagfat aa^ther ^t^ouM form sut^h an 
WDqinsite ape<»ni«ii «if th«<or«m, lis lo'^iitille tbe purveyiors of 
4bt aiiiolaa4o'tlie fiirst QiMJiBiMU&in ^pria^ Ife^r the running cen« 
tvity. The Eoiii^mm^HSifiSAf^vaid^ in^rorbabdyi^i, untruly 



: I offer no further contradiction to this last vsh 
blushing falsehood, than a reference to the re-; 
script, apd a difference from all those, who con- 
strue the unfounded words of the instrument hcec 
tarn optata lex, into A/gA applause of the whole 
hilL You must be sensible, Sir John, that I can^ 
not vindicate the impeached accuracy, without 
somewhat encreasing the volume of my histcflric 
pages. 1 hesitate not to affirm, as an Orthodox 
Catholic, that Church Government is solely car- 
ried on by spiritual jurisdiction, that spiritual ju- 
risdiction resides eminently, potentiaDy, and in 
plenitude in the visible head of Christ's Church 
upon earth, from whom it flows mediately or imr 
mediately to the members of the dispersed churches: 
that the unbroken chain of this jurisdiction is 
traceable through the successors of Peter up to that 
Prince of the Aposdes himself, of whom St. Opr 
tatus said in the 4th century, Qiii claves regni 
Cceloruni communicandds cceteriSy solus acccr 
pit^ who alone received the power of the keys to 
impart to others : that as order and mission there- 
fore can onlj be validly derived from iKat source;, 

_ I --..-.- - — - - - ■ . , ■ .^ 

and malice, d<efiled the cdlumns of sever£il London Journals 
of January j8]5. « It is said^ that the Veto has been Assented 
« to by the Pope, that M. Quarantotti's rescript has been con- 
« firmed by his Holiness : that Dr. Murray; who was unde^ 
<c stood to have been sent over by the violent party of the Ca- 
« tholics, expressly to in£u«nce :the Court of Rome against tte 
1« concessipn of the Veto, has been ordered to return to bis 
^« occupations in Ireland: and that Dr. Mihier has been dt^ 
« graced^ and if not stripped of his titular rank, laid under 
« severe censure. » The low malice of setting afloat siich 
known falsehood, of such malevolent tendency, and such 
vindictive impotency, to annoy, teaze, and perplex the minds 
of millions interested in the result ofthe measure, reminds one 
of the spiteful malice of. lewd beggars, who Uow rermitt 
through quills upon tho9e> who refuse tbexn alms. 
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to attempt to bring the exercise of that exclusive 
prerogatit^e and power under ithe coutroul of; the 
Civil Magistrate, as the proposed Relief Bill evi- 
dently purported, could not be tamoptata lex, a 
very desirable lavs; to any man holding this doc- 
trine. On this account the venerable Hierarchy of 
the Catholic Churches of Ireland unanimously re- 
solved, on the 26th of May, i8i5, that « certain 
« ecclesiastical clauses or securities therein con-r 
t tained are utterly incompatible with the disci- 
<c pline of the Roman Catholic Church, and with 
« the free exercise of our religion; and thatwfe 
«f cannotj without incurring the heavy guilt <>f 
•f schism, accede to such regulations. » Ilou arc 
misled and deceived by your instructors in this, as 
you have been in many other points, if you fancy, 
that the great majority of the English Roman Ca-r 
tholics^ with Bishop Milner at their head, are not in 
perfect unison with the Irish Hierarchy. I have 
told you (perhaps ad nauseani)^ that in becoming 
one of uSjVOVL were initiated into the heterodox 
school of Dupin, without becoming a member of 
the university of Pius VII. Vouchsafe, most wor- 
thy Baronet, to throw back your thoughts, to the 
whole of the proposed Relief Bill, and to the re^ 
echoed scholium upon it by your friend Monsignor 
B. Quarantotti; and as the zealous, though tem- 
perate advocate of religious freedom, recollect, 
that the great mass of his Majesty^s Roman Catholic 
subjects nave always been, and ever wish to be, 
Inowh to walk in taith with the venerable Hier- 
archy of the Irish Churches^ and not with that set 
of religious non-descripts, who in 179 1 * « intro- 

♦First Blue Book, p. 2. Videiny Case stated, published in 
1791 , p. 145, and alibi passim. Also my History of Ireland, 
vbL 3, p. 790, where I obsere ia a note, that the leading abet- 
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« duced themselves to the notice of our laws, aad 
« that in a very marked, and nointed m^ner, as a 
tr descriptioa of persons whoH j unknown to them 
■M before, the Protesting Catholic Dissenters r^ 
to whom you were so devotedly attached, as to 
declare in the House of Commons on die 5 1 st of 
May, i8i I, that « as long as you had a seat in that 
« House, you should ^never consent to any Bill 
fc without a clause in pursuance of those resolix- 
ir tions of tlie Committee of the Catholics n ( i* e. 
the Protesting Catholic DissentersJ, And when 
yoiL shall have repassed all these various coin- 
cidences in your mmd, I niake free to recommend 
to your closet lecture some verses of the * 1 8th 
chapter of the earliest ecclesiastical history we have 
of tne Christian Church. You may th^o^e trac^ 
the very first unwarrantable attempt upon spiriUsai 
jurisdlctiori^ and how it was treated in the times 

^»^"^— — — — ^'— ^— i^™^^^^— ^^»^— »— — ~— I II III "^a— ^■— ^M^— 7— I > » 

tors of Veto in England were (witli some subaltern Neophites,) 
Ihe Protesting Catholic Dissenters, « whom the late Mr. 
« Burke assured die kutlior, he considered, as having gone 
« adore tlian hsd^^^aj over to Protestanism y and be waited 
« wiUi exiended strms to ^ye them the fraternal embrace, 
« when once they should haive crossed the line-* This was 
M>ohen bj- Mr« BuilLe in the presence of Sir Henry Ticbbprne, 
Bart., to i^hpse memory ana testimony the. author appeals. 

* Acts 'TiH. V. i3,^tc.— « Then laid tk&jr their hands on 
Aem^ and they received the Holy Ghost. Andniien Simon 
OW9 tb^t ihrof^h ia^jrinig on of€he Apwtle's hands f tbe Holy 
Ghiosil; was given, he offered them money, p^ayivigi Give me 
also this power^ that on whomsoever / lo)^ hands^ he may re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost. Bat Peter said unto him, thy money 
perisb witli niee, liecanse thou hast thcmght, that the gift iof 
43^od may be purchased with money ^ thou hast oeidier part 
nor lot in this matter : for thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God. Repent therefore of thy wickedness; and pray God, 
if perhaps th^ thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 
For I perceive, that thou art in die gall of bftteraess^ and in 
the bond of iniquity. » 
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of the Aposdes. Prithee, Sir Jobn, take from, me 
in good part ooe geueral vr^tvuing. INkMjhiiig so 
eSectaauy damits a cause > as ckargmg the adversary 
on the outset, witb. faJbehood and calWwy. Thej 
were the oldest weapons and tactics of the enemy to* 
Christian truth * « vVe have found this fellow per- 
yertijQg'the nation., and forhidding to giye tribute 
to Ca^ax (i)- « Ai¥l the Chief Priests and Scrijbes, 
?itoo4 and vehemantly accused him. >» « (2) If thou 
letihiaman go, thou art not Caesar's friend; who- 
ever maketh himself a king, speaketb against 
Caesar. • You see. Sir John, the. alleged incompa-. 
tihiUty <^ spiritual supremacjr with civil alhgiance 
is a phari&aiecU device of some standii]^ ia the an-< 
nals of Christianity. 

As you, Sir John, have thought proper, and Mr. 
Speaker Abbott by not checking you has acquiesced 
in the propriety of your coupling me and my 
vrritings and opinions with your motions for print-* 
ing for the use of the noembers the rescript of Mon- 
sijgnor J. B. Quara^ntotti of the j6th of February, 
1814, and the constitution of Pius VH. of the 7 th 
of Augusi, 1814^ I must be supposed by others ta 
be in some manner connected with both these sub- 
jects. I submit therefore rather to a duty, than 
claim a privilege, in delivering my thoughts with 
freedom upon each of these documents. Under 
your motionvthey are now in the hands: of all tho 
members of your House : and by inserting them m 
the appendix to this letter, I wish them to be in the 
hands of as many readers of the reports of your 
speeches., as must have wondered at the tbrced obr- 
trusion of my name, writings, and opinions, into 
these debates. 

♦ Luke a3, 2. (i) lb. lo. (2.) iiohjk 19, 12., 

E 
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I have often reminded you. Sir, that it was a task 
of difficulty, and necessarily a work of prolixity, 
to unravel a plot of many years hatching : espe- 
cially when carried forward by persons jelt every 
where^ seen ho where. Hie weight of the visible 
labour is performed by deputy : and it has been 
your constant lot. Sir John, to have been fancied 
an useful tool in the hands of some manager or 
other. I said in niy History of Ireland* (perhaps 
not accurately in your judgment) « The Honorable 
<c Baronet was amongst the admirers of^ and be- 
« lievers in Mr. Pitt's professions : he was honored 
« ynxh. such a portion of the great man's confi- 
w dence, as just qualified him to perform the part 
w allotted to him without being initiated into the 
« denouement of the piece, wnich that crafty in- 
K triguer was then getting up.» Without verging 
very widely from historical accuracyj I feel myself 
well warranted in representing you acting under 
similar illations (to a less great man undoubtedly), 
as to the rescript, which you have with such greedy 
anxiety served up to the table of the House of Com- 
mons. . I cannot too frequently nor too earnestly 
enCforce^ that this extraordinary document, is the 
denouement of the projects of the newly-intro-' 
duced strangers to our laws in 1791 : and I beg 
leave to remind you this year, as I did last, « (i) In 
«f sifting and weighing evidence, circunistances 
If apparently trivial, sometimes form the firmest 
tf links in the cjjain.» My remaining task will be 
plain sailing : to judge of a written document, 
which speaks for itself: and which, I am at full li- 
berty to treat without reserve, since it has been 



♦Vol. 5. p. 855. 

(1). Hist, Let. to Sir J. C. Hippisley, p. 9. 
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declared by those, to whom It is principally ad- 
dressed, namely the Irish Prelates, in the most 
solemn manner (in national synod), that it is not 
mandatory. Having before spoken of certain wea- 
pons and tactics anciently employed by the enemies 
of Christian truth, I cannot wean my thoughts from 
the contemplation of some other oi their manoeu- 
vres in their first campaign. « * And they watched 
K him, and sent forth spies, which should feigii 
•r themselves just men, that they might take hold of 
« his words, that so they might deliver him into 
<r the power and authority of the Governor. » 

I deem it necessary to premise the reflections I 
am about to offer, with an explicit declaration, that 
every ordiodox Catholic believes, that the primacy 
of St. Peter and his successors the Bishops of Rome 
was instituted by Christ, and that obedience is due 
to them from all Christians, and that the majesty 
of the Apostolic, See is to be revered by all nations, 
in which the faith is preached, and the unity of the 
church is preserved : that the plenary power over 
^iritual things is vested in the Apostolic See, and 
the successors of Peter the Vicars of Christ : and 
that in matters of spiritual discipline and church 
government, as also in questions of faith, it belongs 
peculiarly to the chief Pontiff to dexide, and his de- 
! crees are obligatory upon all the dispersed churches. 
I But, that no power was given by God to blessed 
.Peter and his successors over civil or temporal 
things, every Catholic believes, and most of his 
Majesty's Roman Catholic subjects have sanctioned 
their belief by their express oath. Hence upon 
the regular and solemn issuing of any decree by the 
I Sovereign Pontiff* 6n matters within the compe- 
' tency of his power and range of his pastoral duty^, 

1 > J .- m 
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the cotresponding duty of the flocks, collectively 
and indiviauaUy , is simply submission. Every suca 
decree is in its nature mandatory, and therefore 
obligatory* Wiience the canonical adage — Boma 
locuta €st^ ^au^jSnita est. JXow what is the plain 
case of the rescript? We are to judge of it from the 
ccmMxly as it lies before u&. Nescit vox missa 
re^^erti. We. may not cois^strue this instrument ^f^ 
mmdam mtentmnem imponeniis. It would be 
nugatory hiere to ^sk^-^Quis imposiiiiP Et quo 
Ankrm ? ThM isi, iamentably, too clear. The hrst 
part of the interrogatory is bowerer obviously an-r 
9wef)ed by a negauve. Not his Holiness. The latter 
pait vrJU sreK^eive an uneqiuYOcal answer in tbe ua- 
soprhi^ticated expo^tion of ibe text. We shall sim* 
fimy and cnn;ail labour, Sir John, by foJ}owing 
omic techniical rules Ibc construinf deeds. First, 
no :pai?ol evidence can be set up against t wdttea 
4eed.. Xbis puis hors de oambat a vast mass of 
eacplwati^, which ia usually |^v)en by itke defenders 
ef /tjne reacri^, M|)ron the sincerity of ihe ftruish 
Govemmesiit in d^ir profiB&sions m favor of the 
R€«i£m Catboidcsi; the disinteresiied ^eal of thtf Vice 
BnesCect of the Propaganda^ and his most learned 
prelates ^anid davines Cor the puriiy of Carbolic 
iaiih axid the |>er£ecuon of cWt^n go^ernmetnt ; the 
accommoidataiB^ auiescenee i^f the solicitors for 
F^U0 isx At naanoates of Bjome and the expectan- 
cies ioiSi* James' -^ the misolici^sng generality of the 
instmctiMMs ^v&a to tbe £nglisfa Aigem at Rome ; 
has ifelicftte ^todbearance to make known the wishes 
of his foiKtcipals ; ihe atoehr calculated previeniian 
eifiiis HofoiBSf' natom do lvoda»e ; and the happy 
eenmoiration of all the jairing principles and fed-. 
\r^& in ikis new ark lof the co!?enant between Rome 
and the sworn enemies of her prerogatives. We 
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arc naturally then brought to consider the instni- 
ment^ as it exhibits itself to the reader. 

The first object of enquiry, when reading a writ- 
ten deed, mandate, or decree is, whether it be 
clothed with those formalities, which certify its ge- 
nuine authenticity; that is, whether it bear the 
signature, the fiat, the certificate, the seal, the de*- 
livery , or other mark erf execution by th^ only per- 
son, who can give it efficiency. Here nothing of 
that is pretended. But it is contended, that IVk)ii- 
sigQor J. B. Quarantotti has, in the absent of the 
Soyerei^ Pontiff, executed a power or commission 
vested m him by his Holiness for the special pur- 

J^oses of the rescript. Here then are we driven to 
ook iato the execution of the power or commission 
attempted or tntended to be executed : and the first 
object of investigation (which in most cases appears 
reonndant), is the title to the power^ in the person 
undertaking to delegate or depute it to another. 
Nemo dot, quodnon habei^ is a truth so transcen- 
dently conclusiYe^ that if fairly taken and applied 
to the casein question, will supersede the necessity 
of ujqsing a single aingument against the efficiency 
or validity of the greater part of the rescript. An 
that the rescript specifically purports to decree, 
and all that it generally refers to, as allowable by 
the indulgence of the Apostolic See, is enq>hatical)y 
civil in its nature and tendency; and I scrapie not 
to assert, that to admit, that the papal powers ex- 
tend to affect what is civil or tempora), is nothing 
short of substantial perjnry in every oiete, vfho has 
upon oath rqnoiinced the temporal power of the 
Pope within the Kingdom of G^eat Britain and Ire- 
land. By the trueU^U, whiek Kghtefk e^rjr man^ 
that Cometh into the worAf, we at) know, that to 
be grateful to a cwil legislaturcj for passing a c/V// 
law, is a civil act : and I having sworn, mat I do 
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BOt believe, that the Pope of Rome hath or ought 
to have any temporal or civil jurisdiction^ power, 
superiority, or pre-eminence, directly or indirecdy, 
within this realm, cannot consistently with such 
oath, admit, that I am controulable by his Holiness, 
or subject to any decree he, can issue to direct, mo- 
del, or force my ciifil conduct in such civil matter? 
What then is to bethought and said of these words, 
« decretum esty ut Catholici legem^ quce superiore 
« anno rogata fuit^ pro illorum emancipatione 
ic juocta formam^ quce ah Ample Tud relata esty 
«f cequo gratoque animo ejccipiant et ampleo- 
.« tantur ?» Wot only is this a decree upon a sub- 
ject not within the competency of the power, from 
which it is expressed to issue ; but the authentica- 
ted translation of it is unfaithftil. Under correction 
of Theologians, Canonists, and Grammarians, 1 
maintain, that the Latin words, decretum est, ut 
Catholic legem, cequo gratoque animo eaocipiant 
et amplectanturj are imperative : and not optional, 
as the English words are, that the Cathobcs maj 
with satisfaction and gratitude accept and embrace 
the bill. The term toleration essentially imports, 
that the power, which tolerate3, imparts a boon, 
privilege, or indulgence of some sort to those, 
whom It tolerates ; and by necessary implication 
assumes a controul, superiority, or command over 
the thing, which it tolerates in others. Can then 
the man, who has sworn, that he does not believe, 
that the Pope has or ought to have any direct or in- 
direct temporal power within our realm, admit 
with a safe conscience, his Holiness' power of tole- 
rating any things which is within the competency of 
civil authority r « Haec omnia, cum id tantum 
« respiciant, quod civile estj omnem maereri tole- 
rantiam possunt.>i Can the temporal power be 
supreme and independent, if it be to look up to the 
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spiritual iov toleration? Toleration formally ex- 
cftides supremacy and independence between th6 
lolerator and tolerated . 

Beyond his H<5liness' incompetency to decree, 
enjoin, or order any thing in our united kingdom, 
that is of a civil or temporal nature, another preli- 
minary and conclusive argument stares us m thQ 
face against the authority of the rescript, fci admit- 
ting, and consequently submitting to the jurisdic- 
tional supremacy of the Sovereign Pontiff, 1 cannot 
fi^re to myself the investiture of that vicarial dig- 
nity, disannexed from certain duties imposed upon 
the vicar, by the divine founder of the church, 
whom he represents on earth. In these duties I 
found the rights and prerogatives * of the Holy See. 

* I once quoted to Columbanus (Reply 6,) wbi^t may not 
be improper to bring into your tbougbts^ especially since you 
hxve become one of us; it was written by Pope Nicholas I, 
in tbe gtb century, to the Greek Emperor Michael (Apud 
Natal. Alex. T. 4- p- 354)- « The privileges of the Roman 
« Church were vested in St. Peter by Christ's word of mouth j 
« they are deposited in that very church, they have been ob- 
it served from all antiquity, they have been holden in venera- 
« tion by the holy universal synods, and they have been aa 
« such receivied by the holy church. By no means can they be 
(( diminished, by no means changed : because the foundation, 
« which God has laid, no human effort can remove. The 
« privileges I say of that See or Church are perpetual, they are 
« rooted and planted by divine power : they may be assailed, 
« transferred they cannot be : they may be plucked at, up- 
« rooted they never can be.» These quotations are offered to 
you, Sir John, since you haye been pleased to make j'ourself 
one of us. The purpose, for which I quote these words in a 
work, which I hope may come under the eyes of many Protes- 
tant readers, is, that th^y may see, that the venerable Catholic 
Bishops of Ireland, are only following up the uniform and in- 
variable doctrine of the Church of Rome, in resisting the in- 
novations of the present day, as Pope Nicholas I. did those of 
Photiiis, the schismatical patriarch of Constantinople, who 
held^ that when the Emperors transferred the seat of Empire 
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XVith plenary deference, then, and under theolo- 
gical correction, I affirm, that his Holiness can no 
more shake off, abandon^ or neglect the awful duty 
imposed tipon him by Ac divme founder of the 
church, of feeding, teaching, and govemiiDg the 
whole flock of Christ ffeea my^ iambs, fem my 
sheep J ^ tha«i he can assume and exercise a sove- 
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from ftoiile to Constantinople, ibe §upireinacj t>f the Ckordi 
of Rome and lier f rivifeges had aI»o passed to the Church «f 
Constanrtinaple : and^bo assembled a council tbere^ in which 
bre passed sentence of deposition against Pope Nicholas, and 
excommnnicafted all, who should communicate with him.— 
Thus did Gaschet (it is to be wi^ed he were not seconded bj 
a turbulent gang ofschissialics,) « affinn it t^be1>lasph«injto 
<( pronounce the name of the Pope in the c^on of the nam, 
« denying, that the Pope is in the cliarch or in commnnion 
« with'it : he appealed to the tribunal of the universal church 
« affainsi'Aie Pc^eand his Bishop. Rejecting the communion 
« of PiusVII. and declaring him to be a false Pope, who had 
«c lost all authori^ and digoi^ in the chtirch* and that the 
« Pope was'ftierefore to him as a heathen orpitblican,»^!Hist. 
Let. to Columbanus, p' 7)- Under the circumstances of Pho' 
tins' anti-papal fuiT, his Holiness (Nicholas I.) wrote thus io 
the Fathers of the <>alHcan CThnrch assembled at Troies in 867, 
k Before we had sent our legates to them, they (meaning the 
« Greeks) covered us with praise, and supported the high an- 
<r thority of our See ; l)ut ^ince We liave condemned their cx- 
« cesses , they hold another language, and overwhelm us with 
« reproaches : and (thanks be to*God,) nc^t having found any 
« thing personal to fasten npon us, they have hetakeu tliem- 
« selves to attack the traditions of our fathers, wliich their 
« predecessors never durst attack. y* The Historian Fleuiy 
says of Pholius, that « he was the greatest and most learned 
man of his age : he was a complete hypocrite, in action ^ pro- 
fligate villain, in language a saint. » C'eftoit unpanait 
hypocrite, agzssant en scelerat, parUutt en saint. The Irish 
Bishops in nation^ synod on the i8th*of November, 1812, re- 
sdlved not to give faculties to any priest liolding the Pope io 
be an heretic or a sysmatic, or the abettor of heresy or schism. 
And on the 29th of December, 1812, your instnictorMr. 
Butler assiired you, That there was not the least necessity 
for it — (Hist.let. p. 54). 
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reigfaty or supremacy over lemporal or civil mat- 
ters, and over temporal or civil powers. 

Be not led astray, Sir John, by any of your in^ 
slj:'uctors^ to believe, that we Roman Catholics, 
Mrho submit to a plenitude of jurisdictional supre* 
xnaey in the Chiet Bisbop ^ the Christian Church; 
T^annot prov^ our reasondhle service. We submit 
oot blindly to every deed^ instrument, or rescript, 
which comes from Rome. .The object of it must 
l>e purely spiritual, and the tendency of it must ht 
witliin the range of his Holiness' rights and duties. 
It is the right and duty of ibe flocks to male these 
previous enquiries, before they submit. Never, I 
feelieve, did a rescript issue from Rome, which car- 
ried upon the face of it ^ much mistrust, suspicioii 
nnd jealousy, as tlmt of Monsiglior J. B. Quaran- 
totti. It purports, in fect^ to be the execution by 
a snb-depuly of such extraordinary and extravagant 
n power, that the most obseqpuious devotee to his 
Holiness 'Cannot foibear consid^ritig incompatible 
with his high vicarial duties. The person, who 
undertakes to execute this very special commission 
or power, requests Dr. Poynter, to whom it is ad- 
dressed, to cause it to be <? communicated to all the 
«r Bishops and Apostolical Vicars in the liogdom, 
« and trustirfg, that they will promptly and en- 
« tirely conSorm themsdi^Ves to these thmffS, which 
V from the power Dusted in us have been decreed. » 
Now it must be remembered, that the only 
Bishops of 'the kingdom, upon whom this decree 
was to be served, were the Iri^ Bishops. And 
they had in national synod on the 5 4^h of February 
1 810, amoi^gst other things resolved, « That the 
^ spirit of feflow-sufiering with die afflicted Church 
tr of Christ, and of abhorrence of the misdeed, by 
« which the salutary function of the Papa! See has 
^ been intercepted, through open violence against 
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If the meekest of men, as well as the sentiment of 
«f duty, fraternity, and reverence, towards our 
If guiltless Brother and Spiritual Chief, forbid us to 
« take up as spoils, any part of the right of the 
« Apostolic See so invad.ed, violated, and trodden 
•t down for a time by sacrilege. » And on the same 
day they circulated an enciclical letter to the Ro- 
man Catholic Churches, by which they judged, 
concluded, and declared, that during the captivity 
of his Holiness, they refuse, send back, and repro- 
bate, and for themselves they annul and cancel, as 
to any effect, all briefs, ormtended briefs, bulls, 
or pretended bulls, rescripts even as of his own 
proper motion, and certain knowledge, bearing 
tide as from his said Holiness, and purporting to 
be declaratory as from his free, or of any resigna- 
tion of the Papal Office, etc. Now is it to be con- 
ceived^ after mis cautionary firmness of the Irish 
Bishops, not to be surprised with any act even 
signea by their captive Sovereign Pontiff, that they 
should not ca]l for and scrutmize with the most 
punctilious jealousy, the Papal grant of a power or 
special commission, during his captivity, to a sub- 
deputy to exercise larger and more extraordinary 
powers, than any Sovereign Pontiff had ever exe- 
cuted in person. 

As the rescript has in fact issued, it carries on the 
face of it, its whole credit and authority ; and that 
goes not beyond the bare word of Mon^^ignor J. B. 
Quarantotli, with numerous* references to facts, 
circumstances, and documents, to which the per- 
sons called upon promptlj and entirely to conform 
themsehes to these things^ can have n6 access. 
In the first place, his investiture with full pontifical 
powers is kept out of sight ^ no date, no place, no 
deed, no specification to lead to the knowledge of 
the fact, in the next place, the ReLef Bill, upon 



tke clauses of 'which, so much of the rescript is 
built, is now a non-entity ; it is no where recorded^ 
no where to be had, and of no sort of authority if 
procured. Then again the letters of Dr- Troy and 
of Dr. Poynter, written to the Prop^tganda, are to 
be seen by no one, if they haye existence. And 
lastly, how are the Irish Bishops to learn the points, 
upon which the most learned prelates and divines 
were consulted? Andil known, of what binding 

auality upon them are their opinions ? Neither 
leu tne Bishops, nor their Clergy, nor the Laity, 
can be bounden to yield canonical obedience tp 
any special command or mandate of his Holiness, 
which is not specifically set forth on the face of the 
decree, or referred to in such a manner, as that 
each person liable to the decree may acquire the 
certain and full knowledge of the pontifical act, 
which created the special commission to be execu^ 
ted. Here another difficulty occurs, which calls 
upon Monsignor J. B. Quarantotti to make out his 
own tide, as a special exception to the general rule 
delegatus non delegate The rescript ought to be 
resisted in the first instance, if it be not the act of 
the Holy See. Nothing can clothe it with that 
quality^ short of a special and most extraordinary 
commission given by the Pope to Monsignor J. B. 
Quarantotti, to do what heha$ attempted, op pre- 
tended to effect by the rescript* The first presump- 
tion is, that his Holiness gave none such ; or it 
would have been, as it ought to be^ specially set 
forth on the face of the deed or instrument, by 
which the power is affected to be executed. The 
next and much stronger presumption is, that his 
Holiness never gav6, or mtended to give powers 
to another, which he could not exercise himself. 
Such affect, all that pan of the rescript, which pur- 
ports to decree what is clearly of a civd or temporal 
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^atnte, Mrhich goes to controul and direet the poK- 
dcal ri^ts and conduct of his Majesty's subjects 
within ttie United Kingdom, and i/vhich assumes to 
impart or<illow a toleration to the Civil Magistrate 
in things within his competency. A fui^her pi'e^ 
6omption is, that his Holiness enabled no one, dia- 
ling his captivity, to make concessions on the part 
<rf tae Holy See, which to a simple layman appear 
to break in upon the prime duty of Christ's Viear, 
of filling the vacanaes of the dispersed churches 
with See-worthy Prelates. To speak plainly, \f 
Ais rescript be binding in those matters, which are 
of the competency of tae spiritual power to settle^ 
it amounts to a foil concordatum between the Sove- 
reign Pontiff and his Majesty for the nomination of 
Bishops by an Acatholic Prince, who gives no civil 
establishment to the Catholic Religion, and w^o 
cannot therefore set up on that ground any civil 
right of nomination or presentation. The British 
Monarch, as the law now stands, ^ is $wom at his 
coronation to govern according to law. Wfu»erous 
laws exist in Great Britain and Ireland, which ren- 
der the profession and exercise of the GadioKc reK- 
gion criminal and punishable; and others ibr 
checking the growth ol* Popery^ and encouraffin£^ 
and rewarding the renunciation of what are called 
its etrors. The Monarch must then be considered a 
sworn enemy to the Catholic religion, as long^ as 
the present laws and coronation oath exist. The 
obvious efiect Aerefore of royal nomination, arf- 
mitti vel rejlci a Rege possuni, will be the aj^* 
pointment of such Prelates, as would weaken, let 
aown, and extinguish the Catholic religion, and 
the rejection of such, ^s would strengthen, encouy 
ra^, and propagate it: Who does not see, how 
pomtedly the sworn duties of the Monarchy as the 
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l^MT-now stands, are in opposition t^ thbse of th^ 
supreme Pastor ? 

Well may we doubt, whethei* bi$ Holiness can^ 

but we must confidently presume, that he ne¥ec 

^d authori:^ any one during Us captivity to an*^ 

ssfrer for himself and his successors, that 90 occasion 

$hall ever occur, in which a correspondence may 

necessarily take place between the stmrenie Pastor 

tixid other Pastor^ or Ministers of the dispersed 

flocks, requirtng indi^pe^able secrecy* Piteous i$ 

the flat itOQseti^e, with which thi^ part of the rescript 

is worked up »> to inculcate a^ a Githolic dutyjCM 

cordial adoption of a nK)ng[rel lay^cosamittee, to 

mspeoi and oontroul the most secret, confidential^ 

aaa import^lAt intercourse of the . flocks with th^ 

supreme Pastor. What can be .more repugnant, 

than to admits that « those matters oiitly shall be 

m kept secret, which afiect the internal tribnnal of 

cr conscience : » and the approbation of a lay cpmr 

mitte (no mattqr whether Catholic, Protestant, or 

naixj9d)» K to examine any liters, which are sent to 

« any of dbe clergy pf Great Britain froin thcf eccle^ 

• siastical powers, and diligently to enquire, whor 

« ther any thin^ he contained therciin, which maj 

A be obnoxious to the Government, or in any way 

4r disturb the public tranquillity . >> Ho^ is diligent 

enquiry tQ be performed without canvass ancl de^ 

bate ? And how |^a things canvassed ^i^d debated 

kept secret? 

the ix>n£lu4iQg^1sxhortaUon is a naost unfounded^ 
wanton, and malicious lash at the Irish Bishops, 
who have thrice in national synod unanimously re* 
probated) oendnmtied, and enCQiiraged their m>ck$ 
to resist Tin a lejgal manner) the spirit, purport, and 
effects oi the ecclesiastical clauses introduced into 
the Ih^lief Bill, as directly tending to schii^mi and 
destructiv<e of the disciphne and go vefi^m^dt of tK* 
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Calholic Church. Three sets^ of explicit resolutions 
of so respectable an Hierarchy, as that of Ireland, 
convened in synod for the direct purpose of consi- 
dering those ecclesiastical arrangements, are evi- 
dendy obligatory upon their flocks (consisting of 
above five millions) , until they shall have been for- 
mally revised, censured, or rescinded by the highest 
auLthority : that is the Pope, or a general council. 
Can it be presumed, that his Holiness Pius VII. did 
from his captivity specially authorize Monsignor 
J, B. Quarantotti to examine, annul, or condemn 
the synodical acts of a regular Hierarchy ? Perhaps 
he could not : certainly he ought not. Evidently 
the Irish flocks are not discharged from obedience 
to their pastors, upon the word of Monsignor 
J. B. Quarantotti. 

As you. Sir John, have seldom directed the 
minds of your brother senators, to the consider- 
ation of this very singular document from Rome, 
-without seasoning your address to them with a 
spice of invective against my heterodoxy upon the 
construction of paths), and the historical maccuracy 
of my writings, I could not with propriety close 
this letter without offering to you some fugitive 
thoughts upon the singular production of Monsig- 
nor J. B. Quarantotti, or of his solicitors, or 
draughtsmen of this highly rectified compound of 
policy and religion. They are^D|^ely epea ptero^ 
enta ; to use the idea of your om friend, and the 
old friend of some of your new friends, the Rev. 
John Home Tooke; Having however given much 
consideration to the subject, you will forgive the 
freedom , wi h which I compress into one sentence 
the real impression, which the frequent lecture and 
unbiassed considteration of the wonderful compo- 
sition has produced upon my mind. Should you 
however view and feel the religious policy, or tha 
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po]iticaI religion of the composers differendy from 
me, 1 still bar your right, to place those differences 
to the account of my historical inaccuracies. My 
opinion then is, that the rescript is completely of 
British manufacture ; fitted with studied, but flimsy 
craft, to the'hoUow views of the British Cabinet, to 
the insidious designs of the Board of British Catho- 
lics, and to the illusion as well of all Protestants, 
who are or wish to be thought liberal, as of that 
vast multitude of persons, vvho are feither unable 
or unwilling to dive deeply into so uninviting a 
subject. . 

As your attack upon my historical inaccuracy, . 
and my opinions upon the construction of oaths in 
the House of Commons, gave rise to this second 
historical letter, and the only specified charge of 
inaccuracy, which I have been able to collect from 
any of the newspaper reports of your speeches^ 
relates to what I have said of the Jesuits (IN. B. not 
in my History of Ireland, where they are not men- 
tioned, but in my first letter to you), 1 shall close 
it with some reflections upon these two subjects: 
Servetur ad imumyqualis ah inccepto processerit* 
Were I armed. Sir John, vnth a commission to 
examine you upon interrogatories, I might perhaps 
come at the date of your earliest knowledge of the 
contents or substance of the rescript, which you 
have so perseveringly brought beforei the House of 
Commons. And wnether your lecture of the sin- 
gular comment upon swearing contained in it, after 
the arrival of your friend Mr. M'Pherson* in 
London, on the iSth of April, were the first intima- 

™ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' * 

* From the note, p. 67, in Sir J.C. Hippisley's Letter to 
LordFingaly and thie tender anxieties, which the honourable 
Baronet expresses for that gentleman and the knowledge of 
his private motions on the continent ip iSifX, I have presumed 
to call him the friend of the worthy Baronet. 



uoo of any such doctrmes waatirtg- the sanction of 
liome, in order to forward Ae p^itical purposes 
of the religious snito^s^ and doeta of the resci^t, 
that you ever received npoa that $iikb|ect ? You 
roust have been soreiy senwWe of the wide distance . 
of my doctcioies on oaths from tho^ of thse rescrip- 
tors;. Hq^et lateiri htfmlis anmdo. You could 
leaver me^ttouMoasignor J. B. Quarantotd's letter 
to Dr. Poyater in the House of Comn^ons, without 
easipag your woiwd by a dtsirharge of peccant ku- 
mour» engendered from tbe opuaion of a private 
lawyer on the construction of an oath. Yoil felt it 
yourself, or were wa«ied by others,, ik^h the doc- 
trines I maintained up^a this ^ubjeet formed an 
impenetrable shield against the unvotumtary or im- 
provident teduction of the upright, into coBse- 
(|uences unforeseeaoi, imm vvhicb they vitould recoil 
with horror,, when perceived. It was in contem- 
plation of such probabilities, that I c '^ ofiered to 
Columbanus in iSia:,^ what I had said m % 791 upon 
« a test trap , andneio^ docijiit^to spiritual power, 
c 1 call it a test trap, because it was a manosuvre 
« to entrw the body of the Catholics in an un^ 
« intended disclaimer el so«»e of tibe h^hest ]u- 
« risdictipnal prerogatives ^ Chri$t'& Viears upon 
« ^arth: to iliaquea^ them in a subscription to a 
« iiormula at variance wkh their par^tical s^ibmis- 
« sion to the autfeoiity of a living judge erf con- 
ic trover&yintbechurcfi^. Yon wul bear in mind, 
most worthy Baronet, that the school of Dupin 
i^ famed for its pliability to all manner at tests, 
a^d oathsj whether of adhetio^ or rejection, 
and for the purposes of admission or exclusion. 
The Animm jurantfs (that is^ of an honest, up- 
right,, and con^ientious j:uror) is a hard mouthed 
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*• Appendix to Hist. Let. IV. Cohupbanus, p. 54, 55. 
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nag, which cannot be softened, or managed by the 
rider at will, but will have its oy^n steadj and 
plain dealing (as you had with Bishop Milner), and 
will refuse to take any oath, which is to be con- 
strued by the imposer, contrary to the plain and 
obvious weaning of the words and teAns, in which 
the oath is expressedi But your doctrine of the 
animus ipiponeniis sweeps away all difficulties 
and delicacies concerning the wording of oaths; 
the imposer with this simple snaffle is cbrnpleat 
master of his beast, turns, checks, and carries him 
ovel* all at will. There is, but one field, into which 
the modem orthodox writers admit your favouritfe 
rule of interpretation, And 1 am very sincere in 
wishing you well out of it ; however long you may 
have practised in the manege for qualifying for 
field exercise. It is, de juramenlo Jioio et dotoso. 
And rightly does the rule hold there, for a coiin-* 
tcrfeiter and cheat shall never profit of his owu 
fraud and treachery. Therefore the pith of the 
most accredited Homan Catholic Theologians i$ 
compressed by the editor of St. Thomas's Works, 
into the unequivocal words : « Juramentum obli^ 
« gat secundum intentionetn jurantis siM doh : 
^ dli&s obligat secundum s^inuin intellectutti ejtis^ 
tf cui juriitur.j* I have already said more to yoil 
upon this subject, than you, perhaps, have relished, 
1 cannot however forbear remarking the singularity 
pf your, imputation to me^ that xtiy opinions ar« 
fieithei* Catholic, as they distigl^ee irom those of Su 
Isidore, nor Protestant, as they do not chime With 
those pfpr. Paley. Now, Sir John, 1 will candidly 
^dmit, that there are persons calling themselves 
Romaii Catholics, who are as }>a6sionat6ly iealovki 
for formiiig att utiioti Miih the Estabiisbed Gbulroli 
of England, ds Dr. Dupift Was Vrith Afchbiihd^ 
Wake» with whom 1 am n6t r<tty tkmhi^&aM Qt 
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eoncurring In opinion. I have frequently lamented 
the degraaing obligation, which cames upon the 
face of it a systeipatic excess of mistrust and suspi- 
cion, of superadding a solemn declaration * to my 
solemn oath, that I swear without any intention of 
deceit or treachery : in other words, that my oath 
is necjictum nee dolosum. I am free to say, I have 
ever neretofore placed the imposition oi this re- 
volting condition to the illiberality of the Govera- 
inent^ which Could enforce so debasing an exaction 
for no other purpose, than to traduce the religious 
principles of that set of jurors, from whom it was 
required. Henceforth I revoke my judgment, and 
with reluctant confusion I admit, that from the 
practices of some, whom that Government was en- 
titled to consider Roman Catholics, the exaction of 
the humiliating declaration, was not even redun- 
dant. Little did I ever expect to- live to see a public 
instrument, bearing all the marks of authentic 
emanation from the metropolis of Christendom, 
attempted to be circulatea through our distant 



' ^ And I do solemnly in the presence of God profess^ testify^ 
ft and declare, that I do make this declaration, and every part 
ft thereof, in the plain and ordinanr sense of the words of this 
ft oath, without any evasion, eqmvocation, or mental reser- 
ft vation whatever, and without any dispensatibn already 
ft granted by the Pope, or any authority of the See of Rome^ 
ft or any person whatever, and without thinking, that I am^ 
ft or can be acquitted before God or man, or absolved of this 
ft declaration, or any part thereof, although the Pope, or any 
ft other person or authority whatsoever, shall dispense with or 
ft annul the same, or declare that it was null or VQid.» Such. 
is the conclusion of the oath prescribed to be taken by-EnglisK 
Roman Catholics by the 5 1 st of his present Majesty.. The like 
declaration is contained in the oath prescribed to Be taken bjr 
the Irish Roman Catholics by the i^th and 14th of his present 
Majesty, with the sole alteration of the additional words after 
God, and of his only SonJ^sus Christ, my Redeemer^ ' 
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churches, countetiancin^, sanctioning, and even 
enjoining the practice ot swearing witn equivoca- 
tion and mental reservation against the plain and 
ordinary sense of the words of the oath. In the 
giv^n case of the oath proposed to be imposed up- 
on the Roman Catholic Clergy by the Relief Bill, 
Monsignor J. B. Quarantoiti appears to speak feel- 
ingly, as- if it were not precisely and exclusively the 
jcase of his Majesty's subjects. The rescript, under 
an affected tenderness for the truth of the Catholic 
^religion, deals out some exclusive generalities, viz. 
■that « it is evidendy by divine authority the special 
« duty of the ministers of the church every where 
-«- to propagate the Catholic faith (the only one that 
ff can lead to eternal felicity), and to refute errone- 
tf ous doctrines. This is taught by the precept^ of 
4r the Gospel, and by the example of the Apostles: 
. « and their successors.*) These are, perhaps, the 
jingle lines in the whole instrument, to which, up- 
on their isolated merits, a sound Roman Catholic 
might without hesitation subscribe. Our adversa- 
ries will not fail to urge, that, qui versatur in gene- 
ralibus, i^ersatur dolose. One point onljy says the 
rescriplor (or rescriptors), «< requires some eocplon 
41 nation $ and that is, the second part of the oath, 
. « by which the clefgy is so restrained, as not to be 
«f permitted to hold any correspondence with the 
■ ff' Sovereign Pontiff and his Ministers, which may 
$i directly or indirectly subvert, or in any way dis- 
. pi turb .the Protestant Government or Church. »» 
^nd sad work truly have these rescript-doers madie 
of their explanation, or declaration^ as the litteral 
^ensp of the L^tin runs *. An hypothesis is as- 



f It will be obtenrfid, that in applying the words of the ce*- 
acripty I have followed the authenticated translation of it, 
which appearcj^ ip the pubUc papers; under the lignature of 
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sumedy yrhich neither in reason or &cc applies Co 
the part of the oath to be explained. The men 
conversion of a Protestant to the Catholic failh ne** 
ver requires, and most rarely is the result of a cor^ 
respondence with the Pope and his ministefs ; il 
may be always effected without it. 

Take it not ill of me. Sir John» that I rmeat to 
you a line or two of my fonner letter. I do it to 
convince you, that I am at issue with you upoA 
principle ; and that my principles do not vary. I 
there proposed to you a review in substance of 
our differences, ana added "^y « I reli^ this adiom 
« upon the sid^stance : it is a manly (unction : it 
H does away all petty, low, disgrace&d pfopena- 
« ties to drivelling, and nibbliiig, and quiU)Ung 
< about verbal inaccuracies of. ejppression.»-^ 
When then I am about to lay open to you one of 
the most conclusive objections to the ins^nunent 
signed by Monsignor J. B. Quarantotti on the i6th 
ofFebroaiy , 1 8 1 4j I ow^ it to that candor^ with 
which I ever wi.s|i to treat my differeuoe of opinion 
irom your s» or that of any other person. I take 
not upon myself to blame the Vice-Prefect of the 

J. Hodgson, Vicar^Generah I do not Uieief<iir6 altogether 
submit to the accuracy of that v^vidu. l^iat^tmni^eif 
that in the most operative words of the decree, the Snglish 
version left that merely optional (and therefore t>rought the 
decree to a mere nulKty), which the Latin words rendered im- 
peraiive. Sdhere> tne Latin woffcls, Clerus ohstrm^itutnul' 
lam habere $e posse cum summo PanHfice ejusque^ nunk-^ 
iris communicatioueniy are ua^arranlablj ^oAeoed 1^ &e 
English words — the clergy is so restraine4> as not te he yer- 
-mitted to hold any correspondence with the Sovereign Pontiff 
and his ^fii^isterB. . Ilie-prohibitory injunction and sworn ab- 
stinence from such correspondence » appear to me more com- 
pulsoiy and austere from reading the Latin, than the £i^lisk 
wprds. >. , 

* Historical Wtt^r to Sir J. C, Hippisley, p. 57. 
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Propaganda, whether armed with pontifical powers 
or not, for maintaining the lawfulness of tne oath 
said to have been contamed in the Relief Bill. The 
most learned may differ upon certain formulas* 
Besides^ 1 have not the whole context of the oath 
before me, and therefore I am not qualified to re- 
mark upon it. Very orthodox men may differ upon 
the relative and absolute import of the words and 
terms, in which an oath is expressed. My objection 
is, that the rescript formally dogmatizes, and 
practically systematizes a principle, upon which 
no two sound men can differ. It recognises a 
power, i^hich undertakes to justify the taking of an 
oath contrary to the plain and obvious sense of the 
words of it, according to the sense put upon it by 
others, than the Juror. The rescript most explicitly 
points out a sense, in which th6 proposed oath can- 
not be taken by a Roman Catholic. Understood 
in this sense y the oath cannot lawfully be taken ^ 
as being repugnant to the Catholic faith. AVhat 
does it direct m coilsequence ? It imposes a duty^ 
upon the Bishop of Halia, the Vicar Apostolic of 
the London district, to solicit an alteration in the 
vrords of the oath. One does not very readily see 
through each link of the chain of this vast and ex- 
tensive duty imposed upon Bishop Poynter by 
Monsignor J. B. Quarantotti. Why not a word 
about the Archbishop of Dublin? Yet Monsignor 
J. B. Quarantotti assures us, that heh^d eaoatnined 
the letters which had been transmitted to him 
« both by your Lordship (i. e. Dr. Poynter,) and 
* the Archbishop of DuDlni.» The ract is, that 
Dr. Trov had inibrinedhim, that the Irish Bishops 
one and all reprobated the proposed Relief Bill, 
and condemned the oath and ecclesiastical clauses 
contained in it. Well was he aware, that they 
would not lend their efforts to second his ardent 
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wishes^ that this act fbill it should have been)^ 
so much desired, might at length be passed. The 
Vice-Prefect was sohcited from a single quarter to 
spiritualize the views and objects oi tfhe English 
Catholic Board, and I must allow somjp credit to 
his delicacy for not offering to any other Roman 
Catholiq Prelate the indignity, of imposing ait in- 
jimction upon him to co-operate in establishing the 
system of sweai?lng with mental reservation iou 
were told above tWo years back, that * the English 
Catholics should for this once lead the wity ': |rff4 
also, tf that the rejection by anticipation bf all ai?- 
« rangements respecting the Irish Hierarchy, was 
c< a very improper resolution : it was njot called 
(c for : and as it disgusts our friends," and furnishes 
« arms to our enemies, it must be considered as an 
a, unwise measure. » You, Sir John, could have 
been at no loss to trace the advice, undfer which 
this very special and wholly new commission was 
confided to the Bishop of Halia alone , had it not 
been for a countervailing (i) « decided resolution 
c< of the English Catholics to accept of no boon, 
« which does not equally advance the Irish Catho- 
« lies in their view of Catholic Emancipation.* 
On behalf, however, of about six millions of his 
Majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, throughout tfce 
whole extent of the British Empire, the following 
extraordinary commission is imparled to the Bishop 
of Halia, with more air of authority, I allow, than 
of confidence, cc To you therefore it belongs, with 
<f all humility and earnestness^ to supplicate the 
« High Court of Parliament, that in order to cpiiet 
V ana secure the consciences of the Catholic 



* Vide Hist. Let. to Sir J. C. Hippislev, p. 84. Mr. But- 
ler's Letter of Instruction to the Honorable Baironet, 
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« Clergy^ it will affix some modification or decla^ 
if ration to. this clause in the oath, which removing 
« every ambiguity, may leave them the liberty to 
« preach and to persuade. » If the Legislature 
were to do its duty, by rendering the w^ords of the 
oath explicitly conformable with the intention : of 
administering and taking it, there could be nothing 
in it to wound the conscience of sl juror sine dolo: 
and then the commission to the jSishop of Halia 
would have no object to act upon. In contempla-- 
tion however of tne probable failure of this extra- 
ordinary commission, or the perseverance of the 
Legislature in the present form of the oath, which 
eoc concessis may trouble and wound the lurorV 
conscience, we are driven to cfonsider what ulterior 
remedies Monsignor J. B. Quarantotti professes ta 
apply to the evils complained of. 

It iirimmaterial to consider what are the precise 
words of the clerical oath proposed in the RelieT 
Bill 'y since the remedy is avoweOly prescribed upon 
the palpable presumption, that they are of such a^ 
quality or tendency,, as to trouble and wound the 
conscience of an orthodox Catholic t otherwise no- 
thing could be required or even desired to be done,. 
in order to quiet and. secure the consciences of the^ 
Catholic Clergy^ as is self evident. Thenupon the 
professed presumption, that there is a sense^ which 
the oath is susceptible of,, which is repugnant to^ 
the Catholicfaith, and that this is according lo the 
plain and obvious words of the oath (if not to.most> 
at least to some persons), the rescript commands 
the acquiescence of the clergy : clerus acgiuiescat. 
« And it will be sufficient for them publicly to de- 
« clare, that this,, and this only is the sease,. in 
•( which they have sworn to it, so that nothing m 
« the oath be adverse to orthodox doctrine. » Of 
what avail can a verbal declaration be to ^xplaia^ 



/ 
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or do away the obvious meaning and pufpoirt of si 
vrritten oath ? But the rescript, it seems, fovaa«l 
Protestaiiism ; as the solicitors^ constructors ^ of 

1 procurers of it, once virished tp assume the appel- 
ation of Protesting Catholic liissenters. cr And 
«r that this protest may be generally knovvia, and 
« be for an example to posterity ^ this construetioi^ 
« of it shall be publicly reco^ed . » In what sense, 
Sir John^ can si^ch an explanation or constructimt 
of an oath be termed a protest ^ unless it be a dis- 
claimer or protestation, that the juror took it in a 
sense difierent fron^ the obvious and plain sense of 
the v^Fords, in which it is expressed. The Vice- 
Prefect's mandate, that such protest shall for the 
benefit o£ posterity be publicly recorded in Eng- 
land, is top senseless au arrogatipn of civil power 
to be seriously spoken of. Equally piteous \s the 
wish, « that a declaration shomd be made {>;^ome 
ic of the Members of Parliament j that Government 
« re€[uires the oath from ih^ CalhoKe Oergy in 
« this sense, and in no other, » .Who, Sir John j 
knows more experimentally thap yourself, of what 
little avail is the speech of a Mend^er of Pariiameitt^ 
(id sedandas tutandasque eonseientias ? ibid 
who are intended hero by Government? In no 
sense can the King's Ministers efficiently make any 
declaration, that shall aid or soften the operadoA 
of such an oath . The in^^posers of it, are me %m^ 
and two Houses of Parliament. They can only 
explain or modify their laws, by some hew en^ctr 
ment. The regular and legal interpreters of t^e 
statutes, or any part^ of tjhem^ are the Judges of 
the land. And how would they treat a Cautolic 
Clergyman's verbal protest^ against the ordinary 
force and common acceptation of the. words of the 
oath, he had taken and subscribed? Would Ac re- 
cording of his protest xmdcv the order of Monsignor 
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Q«atailtblti help his ease ? In the late revolutionary 
struggles, Freiich Republicans demanded civic 
^ oaths of theip clergy, hnd the French Emperor de- 
manded oaths of subserviency from them. The 
ministers of each wercf ever ready with empyric 
plai^ters in their hands to declare, that nothing in 
the oath was cid^^erse to orthodox doctrine. Did 
the Ministers' declarations justify their swearing ? 
Surely if Monsignor J.B. QuarautCtti be possessed 
of such a simple nostrum ^ such a ^oy^ermipanacea 
for healing wounded conseience$, as acquie$cat 
clems J ac satis erit, etc. why importune th^ Im- 
perial Legislature to furnish remeaies nd sedandas 
tutandasque Catholioi Cteri conscientias ? There 
eanbe neither delicacy nor difficulty in subscribing 
any oath, which is to receive its construction ana 
force from other persons . 

I am too sensible. Sir John, of having trespassed 
upon your, as well as the patience of some others : 
but having iMidertaken to give a portrait of ^ou, X 
cannot swmit it to be taken off from my labour^ ia 
the very critical moment of ^ving tne last and 
most striking touch to the piece. It is remarkable 
i^ all the historical portraits of the great heroes of 
&nti({uily , that their predominant passion is always 
brought so prominently forward, as to subject their 
brightesi actions to its influence and controul. 
Yaur*s, Sir John, from your own avowal, is that of 
consisienoj^. On the nth day of May, i8i5, you 
loudly proclaimed on the opeuing ofyour Catho- 
lic: commission, to communicate your Catholic 
feara of the order of Jesuits to the House of Com- 
mons^ that « * if there be any criiue, of whidi 1 can 
IT be justly accused in reference to tbegi^a^ mea- 
IT sure, thatcrim^ h€onsistenc^.» And on the 
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f Hist. Let. to Sir J. C. Hippislejr, p. 120. 
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subsequent 24th of the same monihj armiug^Agaki 
fin jour own steody and jd^in deaTingJ vt^&m 
the great measure^ you ifepeatedly ^enforced you^ . 
former declaration, « I will defy any oiie to say.K 
4r am inco]|isistent, I will conte^id, that I am coa«« 
« sistent.» I cannot then leave behind a^clpud, or 
invisible in the back ground^ this brilUant constel* 
la lion, which irradiates yoUr orbit, /veluf ijUer 
ignes luna minores. Your important speech ^o£ 
that day (iand which of your speeches in Parliament 
is not important ?) fixes the d^te. of your conversion 
(and I presume of your consequent consistency,) to 
the space of six months before Mr. Butler congra- 
tulated you upon it, on the 29th of December^ 
i8i2. There was a time, Sir John, (perhaps be* 
fore the maturity of your consistency) when every 
thing Roman pleased you, I will venture how-. 
ever to remind you of the Roman Poet's idea3 pf 
painting. The idolatrous Romans knew, more of 
the art of poetry, and less of that of panting, than 
their Popish successors. * Some paintings, csqinot 
be too closely inspected : others . are selen to ad- 
vantage at a certain distance : some require a. faint 
dusk, whilst others cannot be placed in too strong, 
a light, so as to brave the keenest criticism. I aai, 
bold enough, Sir, to aspire to the last quality^ 
which if this second portrait of you fail in,, it must 
be laid to the account of my want of skill; and ta- 
lent, not of industry and inclination, to transmit a 
faithful resemblance of the great character I have 
undertakcCn to exhibit to the present and future gc*- 



1 

♦ Ut pictura poesis 5 erit, quae si proprius stes, 
Te capiat magis : et quaedam, ^i iongiiis abste^. 
Haec amat obscurum y volet haec 3ub lace.yideia^ . , ' . 
Judicis argutuni; quae non formidat acumen. 

Hor,^^de Arte Poelicu^ 
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neratious. Your consistency has burst forth m 
vivid coruscation against the order oif Jesuits, each 
time you addressed your brother senators on the 
^reat measure^ in the year 1 8i 4« Never since then 
did you enter the arena, to treat them with a Je-* 
suit-baiting, that 1 have not, by some mystical 
cause, been chained. to the stake^ as a necessary 
appendage to the sport of the day. Yqhi iq^olMS rar 
wgtxMkve largely, than fairly of me, on the 17 th of 
TWay, .1814 J but on the 24th of that month, you 
found « it your duty to correct a mistatement 
fc connected with jrour motion, which had found 
« place in several of the public prints : namely^ 
cc that Mr. Plowden (not Brown, as erroneously 
«f stated),. had* in his History of Ireland broached 
if doctrines, which some of the papers hadrepre- 
•« sentedyou to have said were Catholic doctrines, 
« whereas it was quite the reverse*.)) Be this as it 
may, the duty of a Member of Parliament to cor- 
rect a mistatement connected with his motion, pre- 
supposes the original statement to have been con- 
nected with it. As I had published my last History 

* As I ever wish to throw all the light, I can upon every 
subject I take in hand, I here remind the Honorable Baronpt 
what I told him in the first Historical Letter (p. ^q)^ that 
• « Every Proprietor of a Paper (now an article of traffic,) en- 
« gages himself to support the principles, which characterise 
« or denominate some party, as it best suits his interest.)) — 
How hterally was this verified by the insertion of the following 
paragraph in the Morning Chroniclcy about the time that Dr. 
Povnter was leaving London to go to Rome. « Letters from 
a ^me state, that the busy Dr. Milner has totally failed in his 
« representations to his Holiness the Pope against the letter of 
« Quarantotti. The Pope has signified his determination to 
« acquiesce in such measure, with respect to the FetOy as 
« shall be judged necessary by the Enghsh Government in the 
« nomination of Cathohc Bishops : so that we trust; thafthis 
a important subject will be put to rest. 9 
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of Ireland, nearly two years (i. e. in July i8i i,) 
before you, Sir John, first opened your Catholic 
commission to denounce the Jesuits, on the 17th of 
May, 1 81 3, and had published the slight tribute of 
gratitude to the. body, from which I received my 
education, above 18 years before that time (i. e. in 
June, 1 795), it appears singular, that I was not also 
connected with your speech and notice to the 
House on that day. You however having received 
my letter, which was published in Dublin in. Fe- 
bruary 1814, without caring to utter a syllabic 
about it, that could excite an interest, or a wish even 
of curiosity in others to see your portrait^ took oc- 
casion of pressing upon the House, a batch of un- 
founded calumny, malicious insiniitation, and false 
assertion concemingme. These specific refutations 
of these general charges will close my labour. I 
have strongerreasonsfordoing.it, dian those of 
self-defence. 

Injustice, Sir , to your co/w/^/j^ncr, and in order 
to prevent a repetition of the complaint you made 
in the House of Commons, on the aist of Novem- 
ber, 1&149 « "^ that the mind» of the people of Ireland 
« were kept in a state of the darkest ignorance, 
«f and that I had drawn an imfair picture of the 
« character and objects of the order of the Jesuits, 
« etc. ^i» and with a view to clear away some of 
that d«rk ignorance,, by shewing the Irish what you 
actually were, when Sir. Butler congratulated you 
iipon^oiir koi^ing made jxiurselfone ofus^ I sbaJl 
with your leave repeat two sentences of my first 
letter to you. They wiH acouit me of any mteu' 
tioH> to keep the Irish in tha darkest staie cfignc- 
rdnoe. « (1 ) I uudertake not to examine of defend 

* Times newspaper for aad of Notrcmbefji 18 14' 
(i) Hist. Let. to Sir J/C. Hippisley, p. 
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« the cause of the Jesuits: but after your pub-, 
•r lie announce of existing Catholic fears of them, 
« I am called upon a^ the Historian of Ireland, 
c upon which th6se fears are intended or expected 
« to act, to make some historical references, to the. 
«r number and quality of the enemies of their order, 
« out of which sprung the fears proclaimed in 
« Parliament. The fathers* observance of the rules 
« and institutes of their order, must necessarily 
<r excite the enmity, haired, and dread, not only of 
« the Systematic opposers of Catholicity, but of all 
•f secret and professed impugners of the jurisdic- 
M tional supremacy pf the Roman Pontiff, all de- 
ff riders of revelation, all scoffers at religious 
«c practices. Hence in common hatred to Jesuit-' 
« isrrij the Jansenist joined the Philosophisty and, 
* on Uiat ground, like Pilate and Herod, they were 
« made friends together : for before they were at 
« enmity between themselves.** Did not your 
consistency rather recoil at the knowIed|[e thus 
attempted to be infused into the Irish, iJban at the 
dark state of ignorance y in which you complain^ 
th^ had been kept upon these matters ? 

There is, as you Sir John are well aware of from 
your professional habits, a species of deception 
practised upon the unsuspicious and the unwary, 
which frequently injures t^ird persons, more than 
indictable attacks i^pon the|r person, property, or 
reputation. And our Courts, which give equitably 
relief in such cases, usually stamp every such insi- 
dious Attempt with one or the other of these two 
badges j suppressio veri^ or su^estio falsi. You 
will bear in mind, that I am not now maintaining 
the orthodoxy of my positions or doctrines, as yoi^ 
forced me to prove the Catholicity of my principles 
and opinions ii^pon the -c^^smM^tiOH oH oaths : but 
I am enquiring how £ir you were ^but, candid, and 
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WUtTiintable in charging me with historical inaccn- 
racy, on account oAvhat I have said in my first let- 
ter to you upon the order of Jesuits. You have 
long laboured under a corroding passion for con- 
victing me of historical infidelity and inaccuracy. 
Your letters to Lord Fingal, which appear ta have 
been written in or about the month ojf December, 
1 812, in which Mr. Butlei: favored you with his 
instructive letter, and congratulated you upon your 
conversion, directly, though generally charge&^uae 
with misleading * « the well-meaning and un^us- 

* pecting pubhc of Ireland by the misrepresenta- 

* tions,* which aboimd in the multiplied pages of 
« the Continuation of my History of Ireland, and 
•f my Historical Letter to Columbanus.» To fol- 
low up your attack, you save your auditors to un- 
derstand, and of course all the readers of the reports 
t5i your speeches, that as the Historian of Ireland, 
I had swelled my ponderous volunies with nume- 
rous inaccuracies and falsehoods concerning the 
Jesuits. No other specific inaccuracy is even hinted 
at. Before I refute the specific charges, I must 
once more press upon you, this singular fact, that 
in the multiplied pages of my History of Ireland, 
x>T in my Historical Letter to Columbanus, there Is 
•not a single word even of oblique reference ta the 
order of Jesuits, or of their tenets, or of their cha.- 
racter, or of their objects, of which you specifically 
said on the 2 1 st of last November, I had not drawn 
a fair picture. Even the French Moniteur^ in fa- 
voring his countrymen with the substance of your 
speech on that day, clears nie of the old iniputation 
of chusing to put verbal inaccuracies of expression 
into your mouth from the loose report of some 
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iicWsp^per. ■ The Moniteur oi the 29th of Noyem- 
l)ner, i8i4j remarked, that your former mention of 
the order of Jesuits, k N'a fait qu'y exciter le rire ; 
itf il yeut dife la bulle pour le retablissement des 
« Jesuites. On s est etrangement abuse sur ce point 
<c en Irelande . Un homme, qu'on appeloit THisto- 
*r rito de ce pays, mais qui est plus remarquabte 
ft pdur le volume de ces productions, que pour 
« leurs fid^Iites, a dit que les Jesuites continuoient 
•v a jouir de toiis leurs privileges en Russie: 
«r Cet6it a lin prdtre Grec, que I'mstruction reli- 
ef gieuse '«toit coilfiee, et qu'ilest defendu aux Je- 
■« suiters dfe se mdler le moins du mande dans les 
;«f inAtier6s'feligieuSes;>» It is unquestionably clear, 
that every Ft'enchm^n reading this article in the 
Moniteur y from his Most Christian Majesty in per- 
son, down to the shoe-black on the Pont-Neuf, 
would obviously s?uppose^ that /, whom some have 
called the Historian of Irelarhdy had in my history 
of th^t country, not only ti^ated of the Jesuits' es- 
tablishments in Russia, but that I had said some- 
thing at variance^ with your assertion of the Russian 
youth, who werd brought up in the' Jesuits' col- 
legesi beirig^under the spiritual direction of their 
own Gr^ek Priests. Here, is both suppr^ssio veriy 
and suggestio falsi y with reference to this whole 
sttbjecl. « I can state (say you> accorcMng to the 
'«r jT/me^ newspaper), from my own authority^ that 
tf every college of Jesuits was provided with a 
<r Menwer of the Greek Church.* What your 
authority for stating that fact may be, I am not 
curious to enquire . 1 find a transcendent ground for 
it, in the open, fimi, and honorable orthodoxy of 
the fathers of the society, of whom I told you very 
correctly in my first letter, that the Court of St. 
Petersburgh never entertained either Protestant 
fears o^ Catholic fears : and I-gave such latitude to 
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the word Protestant j as to \^i in eyerjr description 

of Christian^) who protest against any part of tb^ 

doctrine, and the entire submission to the sniritafel 

supremacy of the Church of Rome* I explicitly saiid^ 

tf The Court of St. Petersburgh has unceasingly 

% persevered in countenancing, encouraging, and 

« supporting the society. At this moment the 

« rismg generation of the Russian noblesse receiye 

« education from the fathers of the society at the 

« capital) and in other principal towns of th^ E(En-- 

.« pire.i» The fathers of the society, who Were 

6yer renowned for teaching the Roman Catholic 

Religion in its utmost purity » must (even with your 

consistencjy Sir John,) necessarily have told the 

Grov^rnmenti that if ^ey chose their youth to be 

instructed in what the fathers were w^l known ta 

consider the errors of the Greek Church,L thchr must 

supply them with histructors of their o\tm Cniirch t 

for on no consideration could they lend thems^lyei 

10 the teaching and encouraging of any other docr 

trine^ than thjit of the ChurCh of Rome. In the 

summary sketch I gave of th^ establishment of the 

Jesuits m Russia, 1 entered not into this detail^ 

which you have now forced from me^ But to prove 

the fidelity and accuracy of my representation, I 

thus addresi»ed you in tnat ,first letter ^ which, as 

you condescended to say so much upon the ^ubj^ct^ 

lLt would bdye been canmd to have disclosed to your 

auditors. « Imagine, noty Sir John, because Rus- 

« sia has jE^O Protestant fears On that head> that it 

« isi becaule the Greek Church approximates 

< more» than the Protestant Church of Enelai^iil 

« does to the Roman Catholic Chtirch. The Greek 

« Church of Russifi is as fastidious pf her indiepeA': 

f dent prerogative 1^ of not owin^ obedience to the 

% See of Rome, as ^ou are. She is as jealous upon 

ft the head of Proselytism, as youc Cbuteli.. So 
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e devotedly is she wedded to her established doc- 
ff trine, that she never speaks of it but by way of 
«r eminence — our drthodpac faith.T» 

Never was it, Sir John, in my conteinplatioii to. 
enter the lists with you, or any person, notbeing a 
true member of the Catho|ic. Church, who had 
taken in the common and hackneyed prejudices 
against the Jesuits. Were better reasons wanting, 
tne common and virulent h^itred of all enemies of^ 
revealed religion to the fathers of the society, . 
would be a powerful inducement to me, to look up , 
to them, as a favored band of efficient workmen ia 
the vineyard. Argumentmay do something against 
error ^ nothing against prejudice. One you may 
refute : the other you never can dislodge. 1 have, 
passed the 65th year of my life, and ca,n wijlh truth, 
aver^ that often as 1 have he^rd the society decried, 
traduced, and calumniated, I never once witnessed 
even an attempt to bring home a cripae, of which, 
the body was accused, to a single individual. I 
am free to admit, that where charges are not noto-;, 
riously palpable, general inculpation rather dis-,, 
poses me to acquit, thap to criminate.^ But let pot, 
the state of our controversy or difference, our .pre-, 
possessions, or prejudices concerning the Jesuits,, 
be misunderstood. I controvert not your opini- 
ons ; I combat not your prejudices : 1 canvass not 
your fears of them, whether Protestant or Catholic, 
feut I stedfastly maintain, that 1 am correct h\ 
whatever I have said of them in my first letter to 
you. I stand forth openly and confidently in de- 
fence of my historical veracity, and that has been, 
repeatedly assailed by you in open senate, on the 
score of what I have said (N. B. nothing have I aaid 
in my History of Ireland,) about the fathers of the 
society. In all I have said to you. Sir John, on dif- 
ferent occasions^ 1 an^ not conscious of ha,ving 

■ ^ ■ 
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once expressed my disapprobation of yonr diffe- 
rences from me in any matter of policy or religion. 
1 chuse not to b^ pinned down to the opinions of 
ahy man t and alwayls feel disposed to give to others 
the liberty I myselt crave. In this disposition then, 
I^ass 6ver unnoticed, and with apathy and indiffe- 
rence, the fears you expressed on the 1 7 th of May, 
1 81 4*, * of the consequences of the action of so 
« close a system (ias that of the Jesuits,) on the 
*c fanaticism of the Irish Roman Catholics ^ and 
«f that though the present Pope were a man of ex- 
« fcellcnt moral character, yet he must be devoted 
i< to hii church, and it was possible, thai under 
« particular advice, and looking to the Jesuits, as 
r the most potent instruments of Catholic influ- 
« ence, he might be persuaded to grant hi^ fiat for 
<f the restoration of the order (1). And your as- 
surance?, f( that the plans for the re-establishment 
tc of that once, formidable body were deeply laid, 
K and those best d<eiTu;ainted with Ireland, dreaded 
K the event : that all Christian countries, whether 
W C)athoKc or Protestant, must feel it their interest 
«f to discountenance such institutions (according to 
r the bull of Pope Ganganelli,. which ordered the 
if universal abohtion of the Jesuits). That t^ Je- 
•f suits had always been found a powerful means 
* of influence, a formidable band of intriguers, 
nr and he therefore would wish to protect his cotm-> 
<t try against the 7?a^ of any Pope^ for the resur- 
«e rcction and re-organisation of such an order. » 
In a word, according to your favorite newspaper,, 
the Ghbcy you drew the attention of the House to 
the paprfconstimtionl^e- establishing the order of 
^eSmts in the plenitude of their arigmal ixistitute^ 



i»y^i^M^i^»>t^ j w I i w i » I I r > ^^r^^m^^ i. i ^ ^ t» 



* Courier newspaper for i8lh of M^y, i8'i4. 
{\ ) Stur newspaper fer 1 8th of May, 1 8t 4 . 
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ff * jMirlicularly in consequence of the misrepresen- 
tr tations that had gone forth on the subject. Mr. 
•f F. Wowden, who valued himself on being coq- 
« sidered the Historian of Ireland, but whose his- 
« toric page* Were more known by their bulk than 
« th^ir accuracy, had written a very, diffused eu* 
tc logy of the order, in which he had been edu- 
ce cated. It was in Russia, he exclaims, that this 
r plante si rare flourishes in all its vigour, where 
•f It has its General, its professed, etc,» And as 
•c far, as I can understand the remainder of your 
« speech) as there reported, it goes to charge me 
with unfairly suppressing from the knowleage of 
the public, the real circumstances attendant upon 
the case, and also with « industriously propagatmg 
« mistatements to mislead the lower and lU-in- 
« formed class of the Catholics^ especially in Irq- 
«f land, in reference to the Jesuits. ^'^ 

By no means, Sir John, do I wish to filch or 
force from you, the smallest j)article of Protestant 
freedom to dissent from the opinions of the Rom^^pi 
Catholic Churchi and to refuse submission to tho^ 
decrees of its supreme Pontifl*. As one of us^ in- 
deed, you could not indulge that liberty quite sq 
largely. But we will for the present pass over the 
uew-bom zeal and obligations of the convert. Al- 
though you have been pleased to make yourself otiq 
of us upwards of three years, I will not press iipop 
you the sublime motives, which induced the Gal- 
lican Clergy lo make their famous declaration con- 
cerning ecclesiastical power in the year 1682 :— 
tf Nor are there wanting iome, who under color of 
« them (if e. of the decrees and liberties of the Gal- 
« liqan Church\ do not fear to derogate from the 
« primacy of bles3ed Peter and bis successors the 

■■W»»^— ^"^^i^-** ■ — » ■■ ' !■■■ ■. Illl^ M l I ■■ ■! I I III 

f Globe newspaper foi'22d November^ 18 14. 
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•f Bishops of Rome, instituted by Christ, and from 
«f the obedience due to them frohi all Christians, 
ff and to fritter down the majesty- to be revered by 
« all nations of the Apostolic See, in which the 
V faith is preached, and the unity of the church is 
•f* preseiTed. The heretics likewise omit nothing, 
« by which they may represeilt that power, m 
tf which the peace of the Church is embraced, as 
ff invidious and biirthensome to kings and poten- 
w tates, arid by those frauds they sever simple souls 
ff from the communion of the mother church, and 
« consequently from that of Christ. » This 1 ad- 
mit to be no authority against the Protestant Re- 
corder and Representative of Sudbury, however 
■graciously he has condescended to declare in opea 
"senate, that the present Pope is a man qfejccellent 
moral character. We, who fully submit to his 
jurisdictional supremacy in spirituals, consider him 
to be a man of God, of exemplary, tried, and he- 
roic virtue, espqcially chosen to guide the un- 
perishable bark of Peter in the present stormy sea- 
son. Leaving you then. Sir John, in the unmo- 
lested enjoyment of all your Protestant contra- 
ventions to the judgment, feelings, and measures 
of your old friend and correspondent Pitis VIL, 
and of your indispensable submission to the de- 
structive bull of Pope Ganganelli, and of your 
counterjiats against his present Holiness', or any 
future Sovereign Pontiffs resuscitating and reorga; 
nizing the order of Jesuits, 1 humbly hope you 
will not object to my application to the testimony 
of his Holiness, merely as axredible witness to the 
truth and accuracy of the principal statements I 
have made, which you have, vainly I hope, at- 
tempted to falsify by distortion ^nd misrepresenta- 
tion. A man of excellent m^oral character, will 
be admitted as a competent witness to matter of 
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fact. And you, Sir John, have informed the pub- 
lic in your letter to Lord FingaP (by cmotaiion 
from your correspondence with the late Warden of 
Galway), « that the wits of the Curia Romana 
« being always on the stretch, owing to the con- 
c stant and incessant recourses to Rome from all 
«- quarters of the world, by these means, she gains 
« a superiority oyer all others in point 6f more 
« generdl information and instruction. >» A man^ 
therefore, oi excellent moral character^ having 
this vast mass of information at command, must 
unquestionably be a witness upon facts substan* 
tiated by such evidence omni exceptione major. 

If 1 declared in i 796 of that society, from which 
I received my education, (c "^that I scarcely deem 

♦ Page 36. 

(1) Had not the worthy Baronet^ interlarded his speech 
with the momentous circumstance of my having heen educa- 
ted under the Jesuits, I should not have thought myself war- 
ranted in bringing it under the observation of the public. It 
must certainly carry with it somethingof more consequence 
in the ey^i of others, than I can figure to my own imagination. 
It has been the common point of attack, with each of the ho-* 
norable triumvirate, who I before noticed had given me battle 
without a mask in their own names. Sir Richard Musgrave 
thought it not beneath his dignity to upbraid me with having 
been brought up at St. Omers, where I certainly did spend 
the iith and i2lh years of my life; but have never since 
passed forty hours in that town. I answered that charge very 
fully in my Historical Letter to that Baronet, in i8o5. The 
Rev. Dr. Charles O'Conor, Member of the Academy of Cor- 
tona, in his Colnmbanus No. V. under thetitle of The defence 
of his Grandfather against the vile adulation of an avocato 
del diavoloy dubbing me a new Titus OatSy asks — Where I 
was educated 7 This I answered in my reply to that Gentle- 
man in 181 5. And Sir J. G. Hippisley has not thought it 
nnbecomins the gravity of debate on the great measurcy to 
remind Parliament that I had written a very diffused eulogy 
of the^order, in which I had been educated. Who so com- 
petent to Jipeak to the nature of the education given by the 
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r it possible for the powers of man to devise a sjSr 
« tern more calculated to infuse solid learmng and 
« virtue iuto youth, than the plan, which they pur- 
« sued with unremitted ardor and perseverauce.j» 
Has not his Holiness by his constitution proved, 
that I was not wrong m my judgment ? « T% 
« Jesuits were instructors most capable of forming 
« youth to Christian piety and the fear of God, 
« which is the begining ox wisdom, and to instruct 
«r them in science and lexers, a If yop. Sir John^ 



fathers of the society as those, who have beeii educated b^ 
tbem ? Voltaire, about 1 7 years before he assumed his JYom 
de Guerre Ckrisimotfue {me Scolfcrof Christ), and entered 
into the impions t:onfrairie pour Crasser I'mftmte (for 
which see Hist. Let. to Sir J. C. Hippisley^ p. i52), namely 
in February, 1 746 : thus wrote to rere ae la Tour, a As to 
A the Dutch libel, which reproaches me with being aUached 
« to the Jesuits, I will n^t say it is guilty of slander; on the 
M contrary, I confess it has asserted a truth' t wa^ sevenyears 
M under the tuition of men^ who tal^ indefatigable paius to 
« cultivate the manners and minds of youth, without any 
« other regard, than the consciousness of doing good ) and 
a am I to divest myself of gratitude to such masters / Nothing 
« will ever root out of my heart the memory of Father Porter 
« who never had a pupils that did not lov^ and reverence him 
« as a parent. No man ever rendered learning and virtue so 
« amiaoie. Tba hours of instruction, when he was the Pr^ 
« ceptor, were always hours of delight. I had the happiness 
« of being taught by more than one Jesuit, of the character of 
« Father Por^e^ and I know that he has successors, that are 
« worthy to succeed him* I had perpetually before me examr 
« pies of the . utmost diligence, Frugalicy, and order : men, 
« whose whole time was divided between the superintendance 
« of our morals and instruction, and the functions of their ri- 
ft gid profession : and to this truth ^v^ry individual i^thff 
« thousands educated hj them 'wiU hear wiiness.9 iv^^ma 
repente'Jit pessimus. When that unfortunate man unfurle^ 
the flag of impiety, and declare^ open war against ChnstiaQity, 
no wonder at his efforts against that societyi which he welt 
kaew to be its firaicst bulwau:)^. 
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Tiave fotiiid it your duty to hold me forth in debate 
as statinig inaccurately in i8i5, that «r the society 
« m Russia flourished in all its vigour^ where it had 
at its General, its professed, etc. n Do not the? 
words of his Holiness bear me out in the correct^' 
ness of my statement? « By our brief of the 7th of 
tf March, i8or, we granted to the said Francis^ 
If Karew and his Colleagues, residing in Russia^ 01* 
« \?rho should repair thither from other countries, 
« power to form themselves into a body or congre- 
tition of the Company of Jesus ; they are at li- 
\etty to unite in one or more houses to be point- 
« 6d out by their superior, provided these houses 
«r are situated within the Russian Empire. Wd 
<t named the said Francis Karew, General of the 
« said Congregation, we authorised them to resume 
« and follow the rule of St. Ignatius of Loyola^ 
« approved and confirmed by"3xe constitudons of 
ft Paul III. our predecessor etc. » 

"Without recapitulating what little I did say in 
my first Hi.storical Letter, of which you have taken 
notice, that 1 had written a very diffused etdogy of 
the order, in which I had been educated, and that 
(had not drawn a fair picture of the character and 
objects of that order. I before told you *, that 
<r St. Ignatius formed his society entirely for the 
« good of others : they were not to be csenobitic 
<r recluses, merely to work their own way to Hea- 
«f yen by contemplation and penance : but were to 
^ be ever active m the vineyard to teach, preach, 
« and be devoted to eveiy labour, that could be 
c availiog to the saacdfication of souls. » Surely 
ihe ypWQs of the buU, which specially authorise 
theni in ftiture to follow vp the character and a2^« 

jecis of their original vocation and institute, fully 

..... , I 

* Hist. Let. to Sir J; C. Hippisley, p. 128. 
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provc^ that my picture of tbem was fairly drawn. 
« We declare besides, and grant power, that they 
ic may freely and lawfully apply to the education 
« of youdi in the principles oi the Catholic faith,, 
cf to form them to good morals, and to direct col- 
<r leges and seminaries ; we authorize them to hear 
« confessions, to preach the word of God, and to 
« administer the sacraments in the places >pf their 
« residence, with the consent and approbation of 
« the ordinary, etc. *» 1 before toldyo , « (i) that 
« an observer of the conduct of the fathers (not la- 
ic bo ing under your Catholic fears) will impar- 
ff tially allow, that wherever war has been de^ 
IT cla ed against the altar and the.throne, the Jesuit^ 
•f have ever been the first in the breach, the foremost 
« to face, and the last to turn their backs upondan- 
•f ger . » And what upright juryman would not find 
the fact substantiated by ii\e testimony ol his Holi- 
ness. « We should deem ourselves guilty of a great 
•r crime towards God if, amidst these dangers of 
«f the Christian republic, we neglected the aids, 
« which the special providence of God has put at 
•t our disposal^ and, ifplacedinthebarkof reter, 
« tossed and assailed by continual storms^ we 
« refused to employ the vigorous and experienced 
« row^ers, who volunteer their sei'vices, in order to 
V break the waves of a sea, .which threatens every 
ir moment shipwreck and death. » In a word do 
not these few comprehensive and impressive words 
of his Holiness, The Catholic world demands 
with unanimous voice the re-establishment of the 



* N. B. I said p. 169 of the Russian Fathers, « instead of 
going to Naples to receive orders, thej received them firom 
Russian Roman Catholic Bishops : nor do the ordained ro- 
fuse to acknowledge the authority of their Diocesans. » 
(i) Hist. Let. to Sir J, C. Hippisley, p. 142. 
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Jesuits, most triiimphandy establish the fact of 
my accuracy in re-ecnoing the wishes of Catho- 
lic Irfeland. « Give us more colleges of those 
« useful, those upright, disinterested, and expe- 
«f rienced teachers and evangelists, » and justify 
the reiterated marks of astonisnment, that any.Ca- 
thjolic fears should subsist of the order of Jesuits. 
As you are well aware. Sir John, that all I huVe 
formerly said upon the establishment or rather pre- 
servation of the order of Jesuits for a time in Pru- 
sia-, and permanentiy in Russia, was said with a 
view to shew, that the only two great governments 
in Europe, under which the society had existence 
and civu establishments, not being catholic^ had 
no protestant fears of them. The words plante si 
rare, upon which you. Sir John, have played with 
a clumsy affectation of sarcasm^ are the words of 
the Protestant King of Prussia, which he vn'Ote to 
Voltaire before he had been vaccinated with Catho- 
lic fears on that head. * , As they are probably fa- 
miliar to most of your friends, who understand the 
French language, I will close this letter with an 
English version of them, for the benefit of those, 
who are not deeply versed in the philo sophistical 
annals of that day. cc Ganganelli leaves me my 
ff dear Jesuits, whom they are persecuting every 
« where. I will preserve their precious seed, that 
«f I may supply others with it, who may wish to 
« cultivate among themselves this scarce and va- 
« luable plant. I have preserved this order, w^he- 
cc ther right or wrongs heretic as I am, and what 
<c is more an infidel. In our countries we find no 
ff Catholic of learning, but among the Jesuits. 

* Historical Letter to Sir J. C. Hippisley, p. i66, 167. 
where that manceuyre practised upon his Prussian Majesty is 
detailed. 
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'■m We b^d ^0 QI16 f^lse <iapa^le of teaf^hing ^eV>oI$i^ 
« Wo must tbcrefpr^ either have pi^s^i^d ^ ferr 
n saits^ or let all the schools bi'eak up^ ^ 

I have the honour to J>c,, 
-Yfiih every due cozisideratioDy 

Sir, 
your devoted humble serva]3it» 



y 
f 
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Smtctissitid m Chr-iido .patris > -et -damini nostri 
dt>fnini PU , dipind prdvidbniid , 'Pofrte septitni 
^ofiStitiU'io ijud Societas Jesu in stAtum pris- 
UrtUfH in ^rdpersfo *0rbe oMhoKoe^resiituitur. 

'SoUicitudo omnium e^clcsiarum liu'talilitali tio^tfa? meiitis 
licet et viribus impari, Deo is^ic dispotiente concfedita^ nos 
cogit cMnnia ilia su'bsidia aAiibere, quae in nostril sunt potcstate, 
quaeque a 4ivin'4 "Providenlia nobis misericorditer submitiis- 
trantdr, ut spiriHualibus cliristiani orbis necessiutibus, qua'Dtuln 
quidem Jiv^rsce, miiltiplicesqiie (emporum, locoriimqu'e vici^-- 
situdines ferunt, nutlo pqpulortim et nationum btJl^fto discii- 
mine^ opportune subveniamus. 

Hujus nostri pastoralis officii oneri satisfacere Ctfpientes 
4tatim-a^ tone in yivis agens Franciscus Kareu, et alii s^cu'tares 
presb^teri « plur3)us «nnis in amplissimo Russiaco imperio 
exisientes et mim addicti Societati Jesu a felicis recordationis 
Clemente XTV. ^ Prafcdecessore nostro suppressae, preces nobis 
' obtulbranty quibiis facultatem sibi fieri supplicabant, xtt aucto-* 
ritate Jiostri m unum corpus coalescerehit, quo facilius juventuti 
adei rudimentis erudiendce, et bonis moribus imbuendaR ex 
jpropru instituti ratione operam darent, munus praedicationis 
obirent, confessionibus excipiendis incumberent, et alia sacra* 
mehta administrarent: eonim precibils eo libentius annuendum 
Qobis (esse duximuSy quod imperator Paulus primus tunc teni^ 
poris rognans eosdem presbyteros impense nobis cbmmenda* 
vi^set liumanissimis litteris suis die undecimSL au^sti anni 
Bomiiii mfllesimi octingentesiiai 9A nos datis^ quibu's singuWieiSaL 



soam ergk ipsos benevokiitbm significuis, gratum sibi fore 
declaral>at, si catholiconun imperii sui bono Societas Jesu 
auctoritate nostri ibidem constitueretar. 

Quapropter nos attento animo perpendentes qnam ingentes 
ndlitates in amplissimas illas regiones, evangebcis operariis 
propemodum destitntas, essentproventiiraey qnantumque incre- 
mentom ejusmodi ecdesiastici viri, qaorom probati mores 
tantis laudiun pneconiis commendabantor, assiduo labore, 
intenso salads animanun procorandae stadio, et indefessa rerbi 
divini pnedicatione cathoHcae religioni essent ailatari, lanti 
tamqae benefici principis yotb obsecimdare rafioni consen- 
taneum cristimavimns, nostris itaqne in formi brevls Htteris 
datis die septima martii anni Dommi millesimiocfiDgentesimi 

Srimi praeoicto Francisco Karen, aliisque ejus sooalibus in 
inssiaco imperio degentibus, ant qni aliunde iliac se conferre 
possenty facultatem concessimusy ut in nnnm corpus sen con- 
gregationem Societatis Jesa conjungi, uniriqne liberam ipsis 
essety in nni yel plnribas domibns aibitrio superioris, intia 
fines dumtaxat imperii Rossiaci designandis 5 atqae ejos con- 
gregationis praspositom generalem eumdempresbjterum Fran- 
ciscum Kareu ad nostrum et sedis apostolicae beneplacitan& 
deputavimus cum facultatibus necessariis et opportunis, ut 
sancti Ignatii de Lojola regulam a felicis recordationis Panto 
tertio praedecessore nostro apostolicis suis constitutiombns 
approbatam et confirmatam retinerent et secpierentur: atque 
lit hoc pacto socii in uno religioso coetu congregati juventoti 
-religioni , ac bonis artibus imbuendae operam dare, seminaria, 
collegia regere, et probantibus ac consentientibus locornin 
ordinariis confessiones excipere, verbum Dei annunciare, el 
sacramenta administrare libere possent ; et congregationem 
Societati *Je$u sub nostra et apostolicae sedis immediatA tuteI4 
«t siibjectione recepimus, et quae ad iUam firmandam et com* 
muniendam, atque ab abiisibus et comiptelis, quae forte irrep- 
sissent, repurgandam visum fiiisset in Domino expedire, nobis 
ac succassoribus nostrispraescribenda et sancienda reservavimus: 
atque ad hunc effectum constitutionibus apostolicis, statutis, 
consuetodinibus, privilegiis, et indultis quomodolibet in coii- 
trarium pnemissoruni concessis et confirmatis, praesertim Ht- 
teris apostolicis memorati Clementis XIV, praedecessoris nostri 
incipieotibus Dominus, ac redemptor noster expresse deroga- 
vimus in iis tantlim quae contraria essent dictis nostris in form& 
brevis litterii, quarum initium Gatholicae et dumtaxat pro 
Russiaco imperio dargitis. ' 
jCoQsilia, quas pro imperio Russiaco capienda decrevimus. 



ad tttnusque Sicilue regnum non >la multo post extendenda 
Ceosuim^s ad preces cliarissimiHllChristo filii noslri Ferdinandi 
regis, qui k nobis postulavit ut Societas Jesu eo mo^o quo iit 
praefato imperio staLilita a nobis fuerat, in su4 quoque ditione 
ac statibus stabiliret^ir ; quoniam luctuosissimis iilis temporibus 
ad juvenes christiani pietate ac tin^ore Domini, qui est initium 
sapientia;, informandos, doctrin^que, et scientiis instruendoiS 
praecipue in collegiis, scholisque puolicis clericorum regularium 
Societatis Jesu opera uli in primis opportunum sibi arbitraba- 
tur, Nos ex muneris nostri pastoralis debito piis tarn illustm 
principisdesideriis, quaeadmajoremDeiglorianiy animarumque 
salutem unice spectabant, morem gerere exoptantes, nostras 
litteras pro nissiaco imperio datas ad utriusque Sicilian regnmn 
extendimus novis in simili form4 brevis litteris incipientibus 
t^er alias y expeditis die trigesimd julii anni Domini millesimi 
octingentesimi quarti. 

Pro ejusdem Societatis Jesu restitutione unanimi fer^ totius 
cbristiani orbis consensu instantes, urgentesque petitiones it 
Venerabilibus fratribus archiepiscopis et episcopis, atque ab 
omnium insignium person arum ordine et coctu quotidie ad nos 
defenintur : prccsertim postquam fama iibique vulgata est uber- 
rimorum fiructuum, quos h«ec Societas in memoratis regionibitf 
protulerat, quaeque prolis in dies crescentis foecunda, Dominicum 
agrum lalissime ornalura et dilatatura putabaturf 

Dispersio ipsa lapiduih sanctuarii ob recentes calamitates et 
vicissitudines, quas deflcre potius juvat, quam in memoriant 
revocare, fatiscens disciplina regularium ordinum (religionis et 
ecclesiae catholicas splendor, et columen) quibus nuncreparandi» 
cogitationes curaeque nostrae diriguntur , efflagitant , ut tam 
acquis et communibus votis assensum nostrum prasbeamiis. 
Gravissimi enim criminis in conspectuDei reos nos esse crede* 
remus, si in lantis reipublicae necessitatibus ea salntaria auxilia 
adhibere negligeremus, quae singulari Providenti4 Deus nobis 
Suppeditat, et si nos in Petri navicul4 assiduis turbinibus agitat4 . 
€t concuss4 collocati^ expertes et validos, qui sese iiobis offe» 
rant , i[emiges ad frangendos pelagi naufragium et exitium 
jqaovis momento minitantis flucttis respueremus. 

Tot ac tantis rationum momentis ^ tamque gravibus causis 
'^ftnimum nostrum moventibus id exequi tandem statuimus, 

Jaod in ipso pontificatiis nostri exordio vebementer optabamus . 
QStquam igitur divinum auxiliiun ferventibus precibus implo- 
ravimus, suffragiis et consiliis plurium venerabilium fratrum 
Bostrorum sabctae ronxanae ecclesiae cardinafium ajiditis , ex 
cert& scientid^ deque apostolicae potestatis plenitudine ordin^re 
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ct statucre decrevimns, ud revera hio Hostri p^rjetifo yartit^^^ 
ponstitutione ordinamus et statuimus , tit oiune^ cencessiphes 
et facilitates a nobis pro.llussiaco fmperio et ulriusqu« iSicifue 
regno unice datae^ nunc extensae ipjteltiganltur et pfro eJxtensr$ 
babeantur ^ sicut yere eas exteBdimus adtatiim nostrum slalum 
ecc)esiasticiim> aeque ac ad omnes aKos ^'tus et diliones., 

Quare concedimiis et iofdulgenius duecto filib pVestyiefrb 
l^hadda^ Borzozowski , modertio pra&poJsito generak Societafiff 
Jesu, aliisc[ue a)> eo legitime deptitatis^ onines necessarias, et 
opportunas facultates ad nostrum et-sedis apostoticae benepla- 
citnm, ut in cunctis praefatis statibus, el ^ibonibus omniss iSkiB 



pluribus provinciis sub praepositi generalis pr6 *teau)ore 
existentis obedientia conjuncti,. et) prout res *feret> cUstrfbutiy 
ad prescriptum regulae sancti Ighatii de l^<^oIa', ^ 2^ostoli<H» 

• l^aujii tertii constitutiohibus approbatae et confirmialtae suam acco- 
mo<^ilt vivendi ra^ionem : coETcedimus etiam^ e1i declaramuV 
quod partter .juVentuti catholicaB religionTs riidimeiitis eriidieH^e 

• acprobls moribus instituendae operam dare^ iiec ilci^ seminaria 
et collegia regereL, et consentientibus atcpie'adprobantibufi'orcli- 
nariis locorum in quibuseos degere configeril/ ^.bnle^sipne^ 
la^direy verbum Dei j>raedicape<| et ^aepan[ienTa administi^e 
libere etlicite valeant: omnia yero collegia, d6miis,|>iH>T*incia«, 
«ocios({ue sic conjuiictos> et auos ih|)osteriim c6q}im^ elt aggre- 

* vgkn contigerit, jani nunc sub immed^td nostra etliujusapos- 
tolicee ^edis tutel^, pi*a^idio, et oo^dientii'rec^imusj nclbis et 
romanisf^ontfficibus succes$6ribu§nostri5 refifervantes eastatttere 
ac praescribere^ quaeftd eamdeiii Societatem m^^is maigisqiie 
constabiliendam et commuifiendaiBs et -a'b al>us3>tt», si /orte 
- >(quod Dens ayertat) -irrepserint, re^putgan^am, statuere -ac 
praescribere yisum fuerit e«iipedire, 

Omnes yero et singuios snperiores, praepositO|6, rect6tes, 
,etralumnos 
in Domino 

bmni loco ac tempofi 
«ai parentis et institutons e^ibeant, re^idama'bipsp conditam 
et pra^scriptam accurstte obsery^nt, et utilia momta ac cojisilia 
. i^ue filiis suis tradidit summo studio exequi conebtiir. 

Denique dilectis in CJhris to filiis^ nilistribus et n^^ilibus viris, 

^iprinpipibus ^ ac iDominis teml^oralibus > neq tihn yenerabilibus 

irattibus arcbiepiscopis et Qpiscopis, aliisque in.qH&yi^-digQitate 

constitutis saepedict^m Societktem Jesu/ et singulos illius socios 




pinrimum in Domino commendamus, eosque exhortamur, ac 
rogamtis non solum ne eos inquietari k qi^ocif mque permittant> 
ac patiantur^ sed: nt benign^ ttios^ ut oecety^et cum charitate 
suscipiant. 

Decernentes praesentes litteras, et in eis contenta quaecumque 
semper ac peqpetuo firma, vaKda, et effi^cacia existere, et fore, 
suosque plenarios, et intregos effectus sortiri et obtinere, et ab 
illis, ad quos spectat, et pro tempore quandocumque spectabit 
inyiolabiliter observari debere 5 sicqne, et non aliter per quos- 
cumque judices qu4yis potestate fungentes judicari et definiri 
painter debere^ ac ii*iituni> ^lin^^e 91 ^ecu$ super bis s^quo^ 
^us^iA qnl^vi^ ^iictopt^t? sei^pter yel ignoranter co^tigerit at- 
tentari. 

Nor obsftaalibus constitlitiqnibuset ordiuatioDibus apqstpUcis, 
%e pi^efti|n supra meii^of atis litiem in fonn^brevisfelici^ re- 
cordationis Clementis decimiquairti incipient. Domin\is ac Re- 
demptor nostery sub annulo piscatoris expeditts die vigesim4- 
prima julii anni Domini millesimi septingentesimi septuagesimi 
leittji, f ii^ii^ §d praeiifii^qruip effectoin ^xpresse 9tc speciatim 
intendimus derogare^^ caeterisque contrariis qiiibuscumque . 

Volumus autem, ut eaitundem praesentium litterarum tran- 
l^Umpli^;^ siv^ ex^mplis, etiani impressis, n^anu ^licujus nptarii 
poblici si^^scrjptis^ et sigillo personse in eccleisiastipi dignitate 
CpnstitH^ ^lunitis eademprprsus fides in judicio et extra adbU 
be^tur, qu9 ip^is praesent^pus adhibe^etur/ si forent exbibits 
yel Qsten$^. 

N^IU ^rgo on^nino tiominuni liceat h^nc pagin^m nostra? 
0r4iQ9tiQQi$9 statuti, exteptionis, concessjonis, ;ndufti, decla- 
r^tiouis, f^cult^tis, recep^onis, resefvationi^, mpnitis, exhor- 
tationi^y decfet}, et derog^tipnis infripgere, vel ei ausu tepie^ 
rariq ooptfaire: si qui^ auteni boc attentare praesumpserit;^ in- 
^igp^tioipeip Qp^pipotentis Dei ac beatorupi retri et Pauli ajpo^- 
tplorqipa. ejp? se noyeritipcqrsurum. 

P^tupi ]Elopi^ apH^ Sanctam-MarjamrMajoreni ai^no incar- 
p^tionis DoQunicae miUesimo octingentesimo quartpdecimOji 
^^eptfp^p i4^ ^Pgp$ti> ppntificatus po^tri anno qnintodecimo. 

A. eJBird. proniatarius. R. card. Bba^cdi H<mEs?Y> 

Dt caria D. Ts&t^. 

Loco plumbl. 

Regis tr0ta in s^crelarid hreviuni* 
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N^ I. 

The Constitution of our motst Holy Father Pope 
Pius Vll. hy Divine Providerice Sovereign Pon-- 
tiffy by -which the Society of Jesus is re-estalH 
lished in its ancient state throughout the entire 
Catholic world. 

PIUS BISHOP SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD FOR PERPETUATING 

THE TESTIMONY HEREOF. 

The care of all the churches confided to our hamilitj hy the 
Divine will> notwithstanding the lowness of our deserts and 
abilities, makes it our duty to employ all the aids in our power, 
and which are furnished to us by the mercy of Divine Provi* 
dencCy in order that we may be.ahle^ as far as the changes of 
times and places will allow> to relieve the spiritual wants of the 

..Catholic world, without any distinction of people and nations. 
Wishing to fulfil this duty of our Apostolic Ministry, as soon 

. as Francis Kareu (then living) and other secular Priests resident 

. for many years in the vast empire of Russia, and who had 
heen members of the Company of Jesus, suppressed by Cle^ 

. ment Xiy. of happy memory, had supplicated^^ our permission 
to unite in a body, for the puipose of being able to apply 
themselves more easily, in contormity with their Institution, 
to the inistruction of youth in religion and good morals, to 
devote themse/ves to preaching, to coofessiop, and the admi- 
nistration of the other sacraments, we felt it our duty more 
willingly to comply with their prayer, inasmuch as the then 
reigning Emperor Paul I. had recommended the jsaid Priests 

^n his gracious dispatch, dated the nth of August, 1800, in 
which 9 after setting forth his special regard for them^ he 
declared to us . that it would be agreeable to him, to see the 
Cotnpany of Jesus established in his empire, under our autho- 
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rity ; and we, on our side> considering atteniveiy the great 
advantages, wbich these vast regions might thence derive: 
considering how usefnl those ecclesiastics, whose morals and 
doctrine were equallv tried, would be to the Catholic religion, 
thought fit to second the wish of so great and beneficent a 
Prince. 

In consequence, by our Brief, dated the 7th of March, i8or> 
we granted to the said Francis Kareu, and bis Colleagues resi- 
ding in Russia, or who should repair thither from other 
countries, power to formthei;aselves into a body or congregation 
of the Company of Jesiis : they are at liberW^ to unite in one or 
more houses to be pointed out by theic dupenor, provided 
these houses are situated within the Russian Empire. We na- 
med the said Francis Kareu general of the said congregation y 
we authorised them to resume and follow the rule of St. Ignatiiis 
of Lioyola, approved and confirmed by the constitutions of 
Paul IIL our predecessor, of happy memory, in order that the 
companions , m a religious union, might freely engage in the in- 
struction of youth in religion and good letters, direct seminaries 
and colleges, and with the consent of the Ordinary^ confess^, 
preach the word of God and administer the sacraments. — By 
the same Brief we received the congregation of the Company 
of Jesus under our immediate protection and dependence, 
isserving to ourselves and our successors the prescription of 
every thing that might appear to us proper to consolidate , to* 
defiend it, and to purge it from the abuses and corruption, that, 
might be therein introduced ;.and for this purpose we expressly 
abrogated such apostolical constitutions, statutes, privileges, and 
induigenci^ granted in contradiction to these concessions,. 
. especially the apostolic letters of Clement XIV, our predecessor, 
which begin with the words Dominus ac Redempto^ nostery. 
, only in so far as they are contrary to our Brief, beginning Ca^ 
tholieasy, and which was given only for the Russian empire. 
. A short time after we had ordained the restoration of the 
order of Jesuits in Russia,, we thought it our duty to grant the 
same favour to the kingdom of Sicily, on the warm request of 
our dear son in Jesus Christ,. King Ferdinand, who oegged. 
that the Company of Jesus might be re-established in hi& 
dominions and states as it was in Russja, from a conviction 
that, in these deplorable times, th^ Jesuits were instructors 
most capable of forming youth to. Christian piety and the fear 
of God, which is the beginning of wisdom, and to instruct 
them in science and letters.. . The duty of our pastoral charge- 
lieading,us^ to second the pious wishes of these illustdoui^ Mo^ 



narchsy and having only in view the glory of God and the ' 
salvation of souls,, we, by oar Brief, beg;inning Per ali€ts^ and 
dated the 5oth of hxij, 1804, extended^ the kindoixi of the 
Two SiciKes th^ same concessions^ which we had made fi>r the ' 
Rassian empire. 

The CatholiQ world demands with unanii^ous voice the re- 
establishment of the Company of Jesu«. We daify receirc to 
this effect the most pressing petitions from our venerable 
brethren, the Archbishops and Bishops, ai;Kf the most dislin- 
gaished persons, especiaHy since the abundant fruits, which ^lij 
Company has produced in the above countries have been 
generally known. TKe dispersion even of the stones of the 
sanctuary in those recent calamities (which it is better now to 
Jeplore than to repeat) ; the annihilation of the disciphne of 
the regular orders, (the glory and support of religion and Ae 
Catholic churchy to the restoration of which all our thought^ 
and cares are at present directed), require that we sfaouhi accede 
to a wish so just and generaK 

We shoula deem ourselves gtiift/ of a gre^^t crime towardb ' 
God, if amidst these dangers of the Christian repabKc, we 
neglected the aids, which the special providence qf God has put 
at our disposal; and if, placed in the bark of Peter, tossed an<l 
assailed by continual storms, we refused to encjploy the vigorous ' 
and experienced rowers,. who volunteer their services, in order 
to break the waves of a sea, which threatens every moment 
shipwreck and death. Decided by motives so numerous iud' 
powerful, we have resolved to do npw what we could have 
wished to have done at the commencement of our P<>ntifleate. 
After having by fervent prayers implored the Divine assistance, 
afler having taken the advice and counsel ofa great number of 
our venerable brothers the Cardinals of the Holy Roman churchy 
we have decreed, with fiiH knowledge, in virtue of theplenitu<fe' 
of Apostolic power, ' and with perpetual vaKdity, that %fL the* 
concessions and j>owers granted by us solely to the Russian 
empire and the kingdom of the Two $icihes, shall henceforth 
extend to all our Ecclesiastical States, and also to aft other 
States. We therefore concede and grapt to our well-beloved 
son, Taddeo Barzozowski, at this time General of the Company < 
of Jesus, and to the other Members of that Company law-^ 
fully delegated by him, all suitable and necessanr powers, 
in order that the said States may freely and lawfully receive' 
all those, who shall wish to be admitted into the regular order 
of the Company of Jesus, who, under the authority of the 
general ad interim, shall be admitted and distributed| aecord^ 
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ing t^ ^ppeftunitjr , u\ one or move^ homest, Mie- &P more 
colleges, and one oy m^re ][^rt>v(nc^, whcv» they shall conferm ' 
th^r i!ft0dfe' of life to tbe-ruks) jirdfiperibed &j 'Si. IgnafiRs of 
Lej-olft, a^prored sflid x^enOfWMJ^ by f)te con^trtioRy of 
P^n»l ill . ^ We dieetar^ be^d^, ^vJt g!raRt {>diteF, tliat tkoy maj^ ' 
£r0ety and lawlidftj ^PP^ ^ ^® edueafioii of' joutW ia tfce - 
priocipli^ of the Cath^o faitl^y to foi^m t^mto' good! morals,. ' 
and to direct <?olIlieges asd Meainarks; we authorise .tI^^lh to * 
hear ciMifeMion^^ to preach thow^edf of God, fekud to si^mister * 
tbe saeramenls in thc^ pta6e9 o# tb^r residence, willi t^e' 
consent and approbation of the ^rdk>ary.' We take uf^dier ^ 
our fiAtelage;; under oar iwunedftale ol^edience, and tlifat bftlie . 
Hofy See, all the colleger, hoi!Hes> provittce^, and memhiers oj ' 
tbis^ C^der> i^ aii thQ^. wbo st^^U Y^ it ; always reserving to 
ourselves and the Roman Pontiffs our successors^ to prescribe 
and direct aJl that we laay deem it our duty to prescribe 
and direct, to consolidate the said Company more and more, 
to render it stronger, and to purge it of abuses, should they 
ever creep in, which God avert. It now remains for us to 
exhort with all our heart, and in the name of the Lord, all 
Superiors, Provincials, Rectors, Companions, and Pupils of 
this re-estabUshed Society, to shew themselves at all times and 
in all places, faithful imitators of their father 5 that they exactly 
observe the rule prescribed by their great founder ^ that they 
obey with an always increasing zeal the useful advices and 
alutary counsels, which he has left to his children. 

In fine, we recommend strongly, in the Lord, the Company 
and all its members to our dear sons in Jesus Christ, the illus- 
trious and noble Princes and Lords temporal, as well as to our 
venerable brothers the Archbishops and Bishops, and to all 
those, who are placed in authority 5 we exhort, we conjure them 
not only not to suffer, that these religious be in any way molested, 
but to watch, that they be treated with all due kindness and 
charity. 

We ordain, that the present letters be inviolably observed 
according to their form and tenour, in all time coming^ that 
they enjoy their full and entire effet ; that they shall never 
be submitted to the judgment or revision of any Judge, 
with whatever power he may be clothed ; declariog null and 
of no effect any encroachment on the present regulations, 
either knowingly or from ignorance ; and this notwithstanding 
any apostolical constitutions and ordinances, especially the 
Brief of Clement XIV, of happy memory, beginning with the 
words Dominus ac Redemptor noster, issued under the seal 
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of the Fisherman^ on the asd of July, 1775, which we eifresslj 
ahrogate, as far as contrary to the present order. 

' It IS also our will, that the same credit be paid to copies, 
whether in manuscript or printed, of our present Brief, as to 
the original itself, providea they hav^ the signature of some 
notary public, and the seal of some ecclesiastical dignitary; 
that no one be permitted to infrin^, or by an audacious t»3ie^ 
rity to oppose, any part of this oroinance; and that should any 
one take upon him to attempt it, let him know, that he will 
thereby incur the indignation of Almighty God, and of the 
holy Apostles Peter and Paul. 

Given at Rome^ at Sancta Maria Major, on the 7th of August, 
in the year of our Lord, 181 4, and the i5th of our Pontificate. 

(Signed) Cardinal PROD ATAIRE^ 

Cardinal BRASGHI. 
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NoN sine maiimi voluptate accepimns facile esBC fntanun 
•ut lex, quae superiore anno rogata fiiit pro CathoHcorum istios 
florentissimi renii emancipatione k pcenalibiis legibus, quaeqae 
ex modico sufnragiorum defectu rejecta fuit, in novis hujcu 
anni comitiis iterum proponatur. Utinam hoec tarn optata 
lex aliquando feratur^ et Catholici, qui praeclara semper 
praebuerunt bbedientiae, ac fidelitatis suae argumenta, a grar 
vissimo^ quo jamdiu premuntur, jngo tandem emergant; ut 
absque nllo honorum ac facuhatnm detrimento ad ea possint 
alacrius incnmbere, quae et Religio, et patriae bonum ab iia 
expostulat : quod quidem sperare juvat a beneficentissimo 
Rege, atque ab inclytd natione> quae aequitate, prudenti4y 
caeterisque virtutibus, turn anteactis, tum maxime postre* 
mis bisce temporibus tantam sibi apudomnes populos gloriam 
comparavit. £t quoniam delatum est, aliquas inter Episcopos 
obortas esse guaestiones^ atque discrimina circa conditiones, 
quae Gatholicis appositae sunt, ut caeteris equiparenturf NoSj^ 
qui summo absente Pastore sacris Missionibus praefecti sumus^ 
et Pontificiis omnibus facnltatibus ad id commnniti, ma* 
neris nostri partes -esse putavimus omnem ambiguitatem, 
atque obicem removere, qui optatae conciliationi possit obsi^^ 
tere, et quo non pervenit Episcoporum facultas, S. ^dis auc* 
toritate, et consensione suppiere. Habito igitur doctissimor 
rum Praesulum, ac Theologorum consilio, perspectis litteris, 
tum ab Ampl*. Tu4^ tum ab Archiepiscopo Dublinensi buc 
missis, ac re in peculiari Gongregatione mature perpensa, de-> 
cretum est, ut Calbolici legem, quae superiore anno rogata fuit 
prd illorum emancipatione juxta formam, quae ab Ampl*. Tu4 
relate est, seqno, gratoque aliimo excipiant, et amplectantur. 
Unnm est, quod aliqua declaratione eget, scilicet secunda 
jurisjurandi pars , qui Glerus obstringitur nullam habere se 
posse cum Summo Pontifice, ejusque Ministris communi- 
cationem^ quae directe, vel incurecte yaleat Protestantium 



regimen, sive Ecclesiam subvertere, aut quomodolibet per- 
turbare. Satis exDloratum ^ty id >Mre' divino praecipuum 
esse Ministrorum Ecclesiae miinus, tit Cath'olicam tidem, qaas 
una potest ad seternam felicitatem perducere, undique pre* 
pagare ctirent, erroresque dtpellere. Hoc Evangelii praecepU) 
docent, boc Apostolorum^ eoriim'qtie Successorum exempla. 
Jahi si Catholicus Protestantem aliquem ad Orthodoxam Reli- 
sionem revocaverit, perjuvu revtk peterit judicari^ quia nempe 
illo avocando Protestantem Ecclesiam aliquo modo turbasse 
videretur. Si res ita intelligatur ^ jur^^iSiefiUvPE^ Hpjc pnesUre 
non licet, utpote quod catbolico dogmati reluctatur. ^n ea sit 
Legislatoram mens, ut Catkoliciii Ecc^iji^ vaisi^Fi^ ^qxi i^ter- 
dkt« jit prasdioatio, suAaio, CQU^iltiDm^ hA ^^iul^ ^e^ Uq^t 
ifm FrotestantcHL £2ecl6stam» sen re|;i«9^9 Y^^ fVftl^^r ^ut 
m^iM quibus<fae arbbsa pertiipbai^> hi^c.f^f^t^m ^t,, ^^tr^q^i^ 
pnncipns appiunc ooh«vet.. Jwmk itoqiA? Ql^ ejK^^tf f^psi i^Xv^i 
iregimen ornni animi demksioae, a^ &X^P i^fMft^9f?hi H^ a4 
Mdftndas, tutandasque Catholkii Clari, Q^a^pie^^a^ ^otjificjir 
ttonem,, aot deelarationem £^qnibiA ^¥isjp(;L04i j^r^^^ut^ fpr-p 
nittlao 4are y<li«, quie, omni aoidM^talf) wU^tiSt »^i6c^ fF^ 
4icationi, ao pevsiMi9ioni ]o<Hiin relin^tl;., Q^m #jl y^l l{i|f| 
^m fuerit regata lex iis4em Y^bia^ vd &ib[ii 19 iis ^^nt^ 
veKient, Cleros^ acquiescat; ao «alis enliy^^t p^l^f^). ipse 4er 
nttseicit, earn esse ttiam juraodi menttm*. ttl.Prt|ik94pfiaL ii) 
e^ismodi prameBto doctrina ^Ipa rmii«¥i6#l;» ¥» X^^^ ^|i^ri 
fttque ut protestatio ista omnibus ioQ0t^W2at» ft si^ ^X¥^^^ po&r 
teris exemplo, in aota jrelata servabitgii'. Opti^^dnix) QI^9Q<^9 
fbret, ut ab aliquibas etiam pubUci eon^i m^iifi^lj,, fi $^^ 
posset, declavalie fieret, hoe plaite iGWUx ^Q nPK ?^i Pi4^Pt 
nicum r^men k Catbolico Clero jupam^fitfim eiigfpre. C^r 
tera yercx, que im propositi lege eoiUin^ii 9{>rH>sif (i, ^ a quit 
dem poteniiit ex Apostobcae. «eais ii|dvklge^4 IpU^rgii, . 
. Quod r^x c^rtior fieri velil de iHorMii fi4o)i^^e> qui ]^i<cpr 
patum^ vel Decanatum promQveutt4r9 A€ tntm ^p9 J^iuia iif 
dotibus instructi pint, quas boQuin civ^m 4^<;9^^ I ^W .ip^ 
pv»tere4 ad bee investiganda ComitAtum instfti^l, q^i i^ 
eopum m^ret inquirat, ac refi^r^ r^^« PF^t AjP^pl*, Twf 
nobi^signifioaVits quod demum ei i]^a 4^ 9211)^4 rW^bi? 
dignitatibufi 'exelufK)^ in poaterum v^lil tui9 ^^U^igqi^^^f t\W. 
eos qui i quinquenaio domiaiUuni in regiip Hftn Jiabi^ejriiiiLt ; 
ha»^ omnia oum id t^ntum reBptfiiuit, q^^ad^yilft e^^f,ofpu^v^ 
mereri tolerantiam pos^unt . PrffiSttAt qm4fi^f^ ¥^ ^9^ A^t^* 
tite6 grali' accepti<jue sipfc regi, ut',pifn4 illiip^, ccw^nsipii^ 
•uiim BiiDiiterium exerceant, ut d^niqpi$ ^Q'ill^^m pr^li^t^tp 
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coBMe^ eiiam '€^pHd €o6 ^i ck ficcle^ise -gremio ncm sitnt^ 
Jg^teopitei^iiila (tit 4»C^ A|>osk>l««i ad-Timotk. 5.7) qpo rtet, 
iot «te9tiH]MfmJn lis^ere -bbiiuna A ^is ^[4^ foris Murt. Kaec 
.'Onm^ta -^tnt, ^ ^ad^a«»obiS'attctoritate indMlgomus, ut qui 
rad <£pJM:opftiu«[i9 v«l i)eeaiMildta'4«6igii«iti, ^<: propositi suat a 
li^lent^ •ftflntiMi ¥el vfj^ ^ "^ge ^osskft ^f i»U ^rogaUm le^em. 
JWf^uam igif iirf ^lerus it(o$ de laoro 4&i«g6rit, ^uos aid .occu- 
^ptt«4a6%iiiftt8mQdiidigQ«ta>te« djgnioFes ia D^^'.fKdic^erit^ Kle- 
'troiioUta^ iMroyM«i«e in <Hi]gfei>m4> V4cal^lis v«rd jij^ostoGoas 
<8e«riol7 i^ AngtiA et >'SQofi4> ^os Ceinkatai deuuBci^buot, Bt 
pegMt ta4^ (^prablftia ^k^ ^^eHsie liabteiiu^. ^Si oaHdidaU 
iyoyecti feeriaat , fglti rpreyo taO R ta Bj -^la nregi plac6fmti^ ainr^Tro pro<- 
bati, Metropolitanus ^aut Vi^arivis - AjMiWoliciiB*^- -tri; ^6m>ra> acta 
mittet ad sacram banc Congregationem^ quae singiilo rum me- 
ntis rite perpensis^ Caii6ff»if)«flhra •&t»mrao Poalifice ins:itutio- 
nem obtinendam curabit. Illud qiioqpe video commissum esse 
eidem^onlttatiju'mtiiliis^ lit 'taf^ifipelitfSr^ examinare debeat, 
quae alicui ex Clero BritaQmco ab Ecclesiastic^ potestate scri- 
buttM^ ^c d^ig'cfotiSr liAqiifti^l^/ irn aliq[&lid i)ke (contineant, 
quod Guberuio ofiicere, aut publicam tranquillitatem pertur- 
turbare aliquo modd^MSsk. tjuiH'iii Ecdestaatiaisv ^c^piri- 
tualibus rebus non interdicte-^k olA^^lipk^ fi^<^siae commu- 
nicatioy sed Comitatus inspectio ad politicum tantuin referatur^ 
erit etiam in hoc acqfiLtesc^^ndttlfii. BcJrium esl'iut*c'g^ftiin 
istud nullam plane con^jp^t^'^pos^ £te tiosti^ <!^<^teftlu^k!lj|«ione 
suspicionem. Cunctis patere possuift -^eh ifatK sc^HbktiUs/^ ^on 
enim nos ullo pacto miscemus in iis quae civilia sunt, sed ea 
tantum inquinmus, quae Divina et Ecclesiastica lex, ac bonu» 
Ecclesiae ordo' postulare videntur. £a tantum secreto ser- 
vanda eiint, quae internum conscientiae fofiun officiunt; 
at in iis satis caulum fuissQ video per regulas ab e4dem lege 
traditas f ac satis nobis persuasum est> sapiens istud regimen, 
dum publicse securitati consylere vult, nunquam proinde exi«- 
gere velle , ut Catholici religioni desint suae ; imo potiu9 
gratum habere, ut illam sedulo observent ^ haec enim sancta, 
et plane divina Religio publicae potestati favet, solia firmat> 
subditosque facit obtemperantes, ndeles^ studiososque patriae. 
Nihil propterea potest Apostolicae sedi gratius ac jucuadius 
accidere^ quam ut inter gubernium istud, et Catholicos illi 
subjectos, plena concordia, mutuaque fiducia servetur ; ut rei 
publicae moderatores de Catholicprum fidelitate, obedienli^, 
atque adhaesione dubitare numquam possint 5 ut deniqlie Ca- 
tholici ipsi omni plane studio, candore alacritate, patriae de- 
•erviant. Quapropter omnes in Domino hortamur, pra[?sertim 
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verb Episcopos , at omni contentione sepositli , ad caeteromm 
edificationem, omnes unanimiter idipsum sapianf, aeseafianti 
lit nnllus detur schismati locus, nee ullnm rei CathoHcae dam- 
sum inferatur 5 verum si lata faerit lex, qu4 Catholici a poBoi^y 
quibus obstricti sunt, liberentur, earn npn modo aequo animo 
amplectantur juxta ea quae dicta sunt, sed etiam Majestatt 
susBy et magnificentissimo ejus Coneitio raaximas agast pro 
tanto benencio gratias eoque se dignos exhibeant. Den>- 
que Ampl*"™. Tuam rogamus, ut cunctis istius regni Episcopil 
Yicariisque Apostolicis epistolam banc communicari curet 5 ac 
fore sperantes, ut bis, quae ex tribiiti nobis potestate decreta 
sunt, promptejj>leneque se conforment, Deum Q» M. precOF, 
ut Amplit*™. luam diutissime sospitet, atque interim omm 
.cum observantii me tibi obstrictum profiteer. 

Obsequentissimns Famulas> 

J. B. QUARANTOTTI, Vice PraJP". 

MICHA£L ADEODATUS GALEASSI, Siib«C». 

. Datum Rom», ex iEdibus de Propa j^di 
Fide, 16 Februari, i8i5. 

Ill**' ac R"** D"** GUILLELMO POYNTER, 

Epis"*. Haliensi, Vicario Londini 
ApostoLicOy htmC 
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Copy of a Letter from Mons^' Quarantotti to the 
Right Reverend Dr. Poyhter, y. A. 



Most Illtutriond and Right Reverend Lord^ 

« ■ 

With great pleasure we Have learned^ that a Bill, for the 
Emancipation of the Catholics of jour flourishing kingdom 
from Penal Laws, which was proposed in the last year, and 
lost by a small minority , may probably be again presented in 
this session of Parliament. It \& our ardent wisn> that this 
Act, so much desired, may at length be passed \ and that the 
Catholics, who have ever given such distinguished proofe of 
their obedience and fidelity, may at length be delivered from the 
heavy yoke^ by which they have so long been oppressed j and 
that, without detriment to their honours or estates, they may 
give full scope to those exertions, which both religion and the 
good of their countnr require of them : and this may be surely 
expected from your most beneficent Sovereign^ and from that 
iflustrious nation, which on former occasions, and especially 
in -these latter times, has acquired so much glory in the esti- 
mation of the whole world for its equity, prudence, and other 
virtues. And> sinceithas been represented, that, among the 
Bishops, certain questions and dinerences have arisen^ relative 
to the conditins, on which the Catholics .are to be placed on 
an equalihr with their fellow-subjects — ^We, who, in. the 
absence of the supreme Pastor, are placed over the concerns 
of the sacred jnissions; and for that puipose, are invested with 



full pontifical powers, have thought it incumbent on ns t» 
remove every ambiguity and obstacle^ which might impede so 
desirable a conctlinli^n^-^-aiirt, 1^ "fte liutlionty and consent 
of the Holy See, lo*sii^pl^ s^eli wultie^^s^ not come within 
the ordinary limits of episcopal jurisdiction. Having, there- 
fore, taken the advice of the most learned Prelates ana Divines 
•^having examined the leti ra wliich have been transmitted to 
us both by your Lordship and the Archbishop of Dublin, and 
the matter having been maturely discussed in a special congre- 
gation, it is decreed, that the Catholics may> with satisfaction 
and gratitude, accept and lembnace the Bill, which was' last 
year presented for their Emancipation, in the form lA which 
your Lordship has laid it before us. One point only requires^ 
some eiLplanation — and .that is, the second part of the Oath, 
*y ^it:b-th<j4[3efgf i^ so^fe^itined; «^ viiol to -be feitntfijwllo 
hold an^, conl^speAdeRce trith th^ ^^^erei^gn PpotsMf and his 
Ministers, which may, directly or indirectly, subvert, or in any 
way disturb, the Protestant Government or Church. It ^ 
evidently by divine authority the special duty of the Ministers 
of the Church evej:y where to propagate the Catholic faith, 
{the only faith wHicn can lead to eternal felici^) iilid tb itlhte , 
erroneous doctrines. This is taught by the precepts of the 
"Gcttjpiel, 6SkA hy ithe vvsaaiple ^ tire JkjfnMe^ avd ^hm success 
' 90t^. i^JStK^^ «iioald 1 <i)«tliiolic mmvert ai*^. Pvoteiatani to die 
wthcMl'oi: li^gkitik, lie mgbt be ieeMted fojllj of ^MijHi3i[> ak, 
hy^mi^ tMH^^Wbtt) kt :ttiight veeaa, income tort^ t» distanlr 
tte P'TcrtaAiMft GhMMiQih. Cnderstoiid tn tln^ sensey the Oath 
>cttnlK)t kil^ijdl]f %« <aikieo, «« b^ing re{>ijqgna»t H the Catholic 
fevlhv If;»6i««lie(MherliMid^tht8 1m the afteanibg ^f Mi^I>- 
^liiCdtfS'^^^iift like IMiiif8l^l>s nof'tlie Ga4ik6lic €kuKcb:«z«ii#t 
^fe»biddicf6 «0 jprCRjK}lk, iii9trQict^ add gite xnHmseL } hat^are oafy 
y^rohfbiliied ikmn di»tatriM^ the Pfoft^sftaat Cburdi «k* ^yoveitt- 
' went, hy ^dkikie^ 'tktl aprms^ im* ^vii mrtific^s 4>f wfafttevtor hM 
^''^lllis it JMM^ WnA 4Mirefy o^tt^owsint to oikr principfefe. 

I^ yauff ^keiKkftt^ k h4kfD^ with M humdky -ati^ earnest^ 
mmy njb iuMiiotfte i^ Jliigh OmIK vf f^arlittm^nt^ tkat, in ^r4er 
-to .Mklt tttat ir^ifit^ «hs oottMieDOes ^ the Catholib Gktij^, it 
witl'aifa: 9«fiie i»xMbfie.«CfMi ot- de(:liBiratve]i to ^is ftrlamse in tke 
<katii> >l»^el> Kemiiftvii^'ei^tiiy ttuibigaity, may loave them the 
iihiHty ptUBfo^Miiy to )iii«aeli ^ttd t» p^vstn^k In xMse the Mi 
he viMH^y fs»^^<3miif»i^k^ the ssftne words^ o^ lihat nothiq; 
«& it¥s aiibWed 1t> be lil«fer«ii, fti ikt Ght^y atetpmice } a9i4 i^ 
•inHb«4iJiibbi«mf«rth<$m)Mbhc^ %o dc^tom, iJial diris^ «^ 
Ibis Mil^) is %te4<M^» «Ki.VhWfh. Afy iia^ «wom t» ic» «> tltf^ 







Botliiu^ in the Oath may b/e adverse to ortbodbx doctrioe ; anc^y 
that this Prate3t may be geiieraUy known, and be for an 
example to posterity, tbis confitructioa of it shall be publicW 
recorded, ^t were to be wi^od, likewise, if it can be obtained, 
ihat a declaration should be niade by some of the members of 
Parliament, that C^venvxi^at requires the Oath from th« Ca- 
tholic Clergy in this; se»>i&&9 an4 in. no oUier. Other clauses, 
which you ^lentio/n as contained in the sacAe Bill, may be sub- 
mitted to \3f^ the indulgence of the Apostolic Se^. 

That the King should desire to be certified of th« lovaky of 
such as are promoted to a Bi^boprick or Deanery, and should 
be assured ttiat they are end^iK^ed witii such qualities as become 
a go^d subject — that to i^^v^stige^te ihese particulars, he ahouM 
likewise appoint a Coma»ittee to iuanire ivto, iheir imoval con- 
duct, and make a report to His, Majesty, aft your LordaJnp has 
given us to understand is t]»e case : thal> lof the vevy same 
reason, the King should require tha^ foi^eigaera. and thos«, 
likewise, who have not resided fi^e y^ars ia the kiiigdom, 
should be excluded from such dignities — ^all this, a,s. it r^gan^s 
only yi\aX is within the coi^opetence of civil autbovity , may be 
deserving of every tolei^^tioa. It is -kigUy proper, that our 
Prelates should be agreeable and ac^wable to the King \ that 
tiiey should exercise their iqinistry w$h his fnH consent^ in 
fine, that their probity should be evident* even to those^ who are 
not in the bosom of the church. For a Bishop, (as the Apostle 
teaches, ist Epistle to Timoihy^ m^* 'j.).wust have u g&od tes*- 
tiruonj from them^ "who af;e without. 0« th^se accounts, 
by the authority vested i^ iwi we allow, that those wh6 are 
designed £or a Bishoprick or I>eancry, aiMl ave proposed bj 
the clergy, be admitted or rejected by the Kie^, according to 
the proposed BilL- XhereJjore, s^fWs tlve ckvgy have, in the 
usual manner^ chosen those, whom they shall have judged in 
the Lord to be worthy to be exalted to those diignities, iia, ivc'r 
laiid the Metropolitan of ihe provi^^e, in England and Scotland 
the Senior Apostolical Vicar §^aU announce them to the Com** 
paittee, for the royal approbatio^n or dissent. If the candidates 
be rejected, others shall be proposed, w.ho may be pleasing to 
His Majesty : but, if appro wwd, the Metropolitan,. or Apostolical 
Vicar, as above,sliaU scud tha act of tbeii' ekctiou to this sacred 
congregation, which, having weighed with care the merits of 
each individual^ shall apply to the sovereign PontiiF for cano- 
nical institution. We obs^rve« likewise, that it is the office of 
the said Committee t^ exasainc any letters , which are sent to 
ai|ty of ti^e clefgy of G^'eat Britaia from the .e(;clesiastical 






powers, and diligently to inquire whether any thing, he cbih- 
tained therein, which may be obnoxious to the Government, 
t)r in any way disturb the public tranquillity. Since commu- 
nication with the head of the church in spiritual and ecclesias- 
tical concerns is not prohibited, but the, inspection of the 
Committee regards only matters of civil policy, this likewise 
ought to be acquiesced in. It is good, that the Government 
should not entertain any suspicion concerning our communi- 
cations. Wiiat we write can be laid open to all } for in no way 
do we interfere with civil concerns : our attention is directed 
to those things only, which appear to be required by the divine 
and ecclesiastical law, and by the salutary regulations of church 
discipline. Those matters only shall be kept secret, which 
affect the internal tribunal of conscience 5 but for this we see 
it is suf&ciently provided hy the clauses inserted in the said 
Bill : and we are well persuaded^ that your wise Government, 
while it is intent on preserving public security, will, by no 
means, exact that the Catholics should depart from their reli- 
gion^ nay, is rather pleased, that they faithfully adhere to itj 
for this holy and divine religion is friendly to public authority, 
gives stability to thrones, and makes subjects obedient, faithiiil, 
and emulous of their country's welfare. Nothing, therefore, 
can be more gratifying and delightful to the Apostolic See, 
than that between the Government and its Catholic subjects 
there should exist an entire concord and a mutual confidence ; 
that the Ministers of the State should never be able to doubt 
their loyalty, obedience, and attachment 5 and that the Ca- 
tholics tliemselves should be devoted to their -country with 
every effort of zeal^ candour, and alacrity. We therefore 
exhort all, in the name of the Lord, and especially the Bishops, 
to lay aside contention ^ and, for the edification of others, una- 
nimously to adopt the same sentiments, that there may be uo 
room for schim, nor any injuiy be done to the Catholic cause : 
but that, if the Bill shall be passed^ by which the Catholics 
shall be freed from the penal restrictions, by which they ai^e 
now held, they not only embrace it with entire satisfaction, as 
has already been said, but express the strongest sentimeuts of 
gratitude to His Majesty and his most august Council, for so 
great a benefit; and, by their conduct, prove themselves 
worthy of it. In conclusion, we request of your Lordship, 
that you will cause this letter to be communicated to all the 
Bishops and Apostolical Vicars in the kingdom i and trusting 
that they will, promptly and entirely, conform themselves to 
these things^ which, from the power vested in us> have been 
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decreed. We beseech the Lord God Omnipotent to preserve 
your Lordship for length of years ; and, at the same time, I 
profess myself bound to yon by every consideration, and am^ 

Your most devoted Servant, 

J. B. QUARANTOTTI, Vice President. 

MICHAEL ADEODATUS GALEASSI, Substitute. 

Given at Home, from the Chambers of the Congregation for the 
Fropagatiuc of the Faith, i6th February, i8i4. 

To the RighiRev. William Poynter, 
Bishop of Halia, and Vicar Apostolic 
of the London District, London. 
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Extract from Instructions, under the Sign Manual to Lieute- 
namrQenf^rii*l Sir Geo » Preyost, Bari. a^ Cuplauh^Geaeral 
and Governor in Chief, in and over the Province o/ Lower 
Canada; dated at CarUonlfqfife, ^kq tyy^t^'^eco;(i4 d^' 
of October, 1811, in (k&^ir-A'r^J^qf qf his Af^f^iiT*^ 
Reign. Paragraph /^^d, ^ 

Whereas the establishment of proper Regulations in matters 
-of Ecclesiastical concern, is an object of very great importance, 
it will be your indispensable dutj' to take care , that no arrange- 
ments in regard thereto be made , but such as give satisfaction 
to ourTicw subjects in every point, in which they have a riglit 
to any indulgence on that head ^ always remembering, that it 
is a toleration of the free exercise of the religion of the Church 
ofRonie only, to which they are entitled, but not to tlie powers 
And privileges of it^ as an Established Church, that being a 
pr(:fcr«;nce which belongs only to the Protestant Church of 
England. 

Paragraph 40 • — Upon these principles therefore, and to 
the end,that our just Supremacy in all matters Ecclesiastical as 
well as Civil may have its due scope and influence, it is Our 
will and pleasure : — 

I St. — That all Appeals to, or Correspondence with any 
foreign Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, of any nature or kind so- 
ever, be absolutely forbidden under very severe penalties. 

2d. — That no Episcopal or Vicarial powers be exercised 
within our said Province, hy any person professing the Reli- 
gion of the Church of Rome, but such only, as are essentially 
and indispensably necessary to the free exercise of the Romish 
Religion ; and in these cases not without a Licence and Permis- 
sion from you under the seal of our said Province, for and dur- 
ing our will and pleasure; and under such limitations and 
restrictions^as may correspond with the spirit and provisions of 



the Act »r Parfi^meht ♦ df th^ fottrW<^ii\lli y^ftr of dot- Rdgfi, 
fomiakiTig n\ore effectti^l pr'ovre^^ori for the (>orerhirteHt 6f 
Quebec ; ahd no persort t* liatieVtT is to have Holjr Oi deri coH-*- 
fcrred upon hini» or tdllAve fhe cttfe idf .4o(ll^v trilhbiil A license 
for th^t purpose fifst had and obtjjinied from jbtt. 

Sd.—That no piei-son profes^irtg Ifle rtlfgJdn of ttlfe CM^ii^E 
of Rorritj be aJMwed tb fih atiy efcclesiastictti benbfice, prlb h^ve 
or enfioy any t)(\he rights or pi'bRts btlbtlgiiig thfcrfeib , ii bb ii 
not a Canadian by birth ( such only eitcejitea a^ are {\6^. Itt 
possession of Any snch beiieficis) , and Uh» ts nbt ialjpdiritbd B^ 
U5 6t iltidcr Our aulhtority ; atid thftt hi! H^Bt or cidim oF V-igJjt 
ill any other persoAi^h^tc^ver, tbtiomirtate, prfesfcntbV'sppbint 
to any vacant benefice, Other than slifch As niay lay claim tb th^ 
pMron&ge of benefices as a fcivil right, be absbliitei;^ aboli^hid; 
«o persi6n to hold mbi^e Ihih Ohe benefice-, Oi' dt I'Casl not riibii^ 
tliin can be reasonably served by dh<^ and the same incititibeht. 

4thly, — That no person whatever pfofeSsihg the i-eligion of 
the Chiirch of Rome, be appointed ibcllihbcnt of any parish, 
ill whic^ the nifl^brity of the inhabitants shall solicit the ap- 
pointment of a Protestant minister; and entitled to all tythrj 
pnyable whhiu st^ch pJirish ;,brtt nevertheless the Roihan Ca- 
tboHbs may have the tise of the Church for the free exercise of 
tfaieir reKgiollj at such limes, as niky riot interfere witli the reli- 
gious trorship of thfe Protestants J atid iti lik^ manner thb PrB- 
testantinhy)it(ltiti of ^vety parish; #here,the majority of the 
parishiotier^ Arfe Roiiibh Calholit« j *hall hottrithstanding hive 
the free use of the Church for the exercisij oftheii^ Reli^tbn, it 
such tlhie^^ a^ ifaay not intferferfe wilh thfc religibiiS worship of 
the Rotilfii) CkthofibS. 

Slhly,— Th« lib Incdmbeht phofessin^ the Religion of the 
Churoh of Rome appbinied to atiy Pstrish, Shall be entitled to 
receive iiiy tyth<^ for lands oh possessions occupied by a Pro- 
testant, btit Atich tyihes ihalU tb rebeivcd by such persons a:^ 
jcm shall appOiiU^ atid sliall be reserved ill the hands of otit* 
Becoiter Geuferal kh aforesaid, for the support of oar PrOtesiahl 
Clftr^ jri but said Province, to be acttlally resident Ti^ifhin tbt? 
fidihe, Arid not otheH^ise, According to such dirbctioris as J-oil 
shall f-bCeiVfc from us ifa th^t bebilf ; and in lile maimer all 
growitig fbnt*,or pfofits of a tacint benefice, shall during siicU 
vacancy be resehvbd for and applied to the hkc uses. 

6thly, — That all person* professing thb religion of th^ 
Church o£ Rome, who already possessed Or may liere^fler be 
ippohitdd to Mhy Ecclesiastical Betibfice; or trho hiay be licbn ' 
ced to bibrcli^ doy power Oi^ authority in respect thereto^ do 
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take and Subscribe before you in Council, or before sucb per- 
son as you sball appoint to administer tbe same, the Oath re- 
quired to be taken and subscribed by aforesaid Act of Parlia-* 
ment passed in the 14th year of Our Reign, intituled, « An 
Act for making more effectual Provisions for the Goveraxnent 
of the Prpvince of Quebec in North America. » 

ythly. — ^Thai all incumbents of parishes professing the Ro- 
mish religion, not being under the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 
of the Bishops of Quebec, shall hold their respective benefices 
during their good behaviour, subject however, in any case of 
any conviction for criminal offence, or upon due proof of se- 
ditious attempts to disturb the peace and tranqnillily of our 
Government, to be deprived or suspended by you. 

8thly . — ^That such Ecclesiastics as niay think fit to enter into 
the holy state of matrimony, shall be released from all penal- 
ties, to which they may have been subjected in such cases, by 
any authority of the See of Rome. 

gthly . — That freedom of the burial of tbe dead in the churcbea 
and church-yards be allowed indiscriminately to every Chris- 
tian persuasion. ' 

I olhly . — That theRoyal Family be prayed for in all churches 
and places of public worship , in such manner and form 
as is used in this kingdom ^ and that our arms and insignia be 
put up not only in all such Churches and places of holy wor- 
ship> but also in all Courts of Justice ^ and that the arms o€ 
France be taken down in every such Church or Court, where 
they may at present remain . 

I ithly. — That the society pf Romish Priests, called the Se- 
minaries of Quebe<; and Montreal, shall continue to possess and 
occupy their house of residence, and all other houses and lands 
to which they were lawfully entitled on the i3th of September, 
1 769 'y and it shall be lawful for those societies to fill up the 
vacancies, and admit new members, according to the rules of 
their foundation, and to educate youth in order to qualify them 
for the service of parochial cures^as they shall become vacant. 
It is nevertheless our will and pleasure, that not only those 
seminaries but all other religious communities, so long as t)ie 
same shall continue to be subject to visitation by you^ our 'Go- 
vernor, or such other person or persons as you shall appoint for 
that purpose, and also subject to such regulations as you shall, 
with the advice and consent of the said Executive council think 
fit to establish and appoint. 

lathly.— It is our will and pleasure, that all other religious, 
seminaries and communities (that of the Jesuits only excepted) 
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do for the present, and until we can be more faWy informed of 
the true state of them, and how far they are, or are not essen- 
tial to the free exercise of the religion oPthe Church of Rome, 
as allowed within our said province, remain uponi their present 
establishment — but you are not to allow the admission of any 
new members into any of the said societies, (the religious com- 
munities of women only excepted,) without our express orders 
for. that purpose : — That the Society of Jesuits be suppressed 
and dissolved, and no longer continued as a body corporate 
or politic^ and all their rights, possessions, and property, shall 
be rested in us, for such purposes as we may hereafter think 
fit to declare our Royal intention to be : — ^That the present 
members of the said society, as established in Quebec^ shall be 
allowed sufficient stipends and provisions during their natural 
lives ; — That' all Missionaries amongst the Indians, whether es- 
tablished under the authority of or appointed by the Jesuits, or 
by any other ecclesiastical authority of the Romish Church, be 
withdrawnby degrees y and at such times and in sucb manner 
as shall be satisfactory to the said Indians, and consistent with 
the public safety, ixnd Protestant Missionaries appointed in 
their places ; — That all ecclesiastical persons whatever of the 
church of Rome be inhibited, upon pain of deprivation, from 
influencing any person in the making of a will ) from inveigling 
Protestants to becpme Papists, or from tampering with them 
in matters of religion ; and the Romish Priests to be forbidden 
to inveigh in their sermons against the religion of the church 
q£ England. 
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N'. IV. 

Dilectis fitiis unii^ersis calhoticis in Belgio Batata 

commorantibus. 

:PJVS papa &£PTll!ftrs TyVLtCrt tJl,U SAliirr£tt Ef APtO^TOtTCAlf 

BENEDICTIONEM. 

Inter maximal, quae undiqiie ad nos mittantur pro feiici fatts-^ 
toque noslro ad sedem apostolicam reditu gratnlationes : dum 
solemnes ubique gratiae Deo O. M. aguntur, quod saevissimam 
31am, quae non ecclesiam modo, sea to tain prorsus £ltropam 
obrutura videbalur, tempestatem-sedaverit : in mediis cathoH-*' 
coruDi episcoporum ofiiciis, quibus obseqnium, et obedierttiam 
nobis snam certalim testantur : «cce ingratissitnas Willibrordi 
Van Os litterae nobis redduntur , quibus se in arcbiepiscopa 
turn Ultrajectensem elcctuni die decimo februarii bujus anni, 
etquod longe gravius est, die 24 aprilis a Gisberto de Jong Da* 
ventriensi inter sues nuncupato episcopo consecratumiuisse no- 
bis impudentiss'ime significare ausus est. Luctuosus bujns nn>di 
nuncius acerbissimamUltrajectensis schismatis memoriam rcfri-' 
cavity etinfeh'cem tot laborum exitum quibus illud extinguere 
summi pontiHces predecessores nostri, nosque ipsi plus un4 
vice conati sumus, in mentem intimo ek re dolore perculsam 
reduxit. Quod autem Willibrordi facinus nullo pacto per se 
ferendum vehementissinie auget, est caliidus ille, fucatusqne 
scribendi modus, quo veteratoruni sui siniilium consuetas arted' 
imitalus, aut fallere nos, aut saltem demulcere aggressus est. 
Suum enim erga sanctam banc sedem obsequium , suamque 
in nos veneraf ionem officiosis , conceptisque verbis profitelur^ 
ad nostros denique pedes provohitus apostolicam a nobis be- 
nedictioncm efilagitat. Inter bas autem inanium verbormn 
blanditias apostolicae sedis jura factis conculcat , sacrarum le^ 
gum sanctiones aperte violat , venerandam ecclesias discipli-^ 
nam oefarie comimpit , et irrogatas toties sui similibus eamr^ 
dem ob causam paenas procassissiine aspematnr. 



Qax cum ita sint, a|K>»tolko> quo iiiunerentes^fuiigknknr, 

niuneri nimis deesse merito viderem^r, si Willibrordi scelas, 
illorum^ qui su|)|)etias in eo patrando ilH (utertinty 9cel«ribil» 
cumulatnm aaleremus, et iniddUim flbire palei^emfir. Ei bite 
igitur apostolicae sedis specula vocem juxta iliud ciamla ne 
cesses atU>limu&, vobisque, dikcU '^^9 in quorum conspectn 
base tamindigne facta, nonsine vestriprocul dobio ctecratiaiic 
contigerunt, universaeque simni ccclesiae, auctoritate divinitu* 
nobis deaiatidat^ declai'amus atque decemimus, tarn election em 
ejusdem Willibrordi Van Os in archiepiscopum Ultra] ectensem. 
illicitam, irritam, ac naHam, quam ejus cotissccratidnem ersse 
iiiegitimam ac sacrilegara, cotilraque sacraram legam saftc- 
tion^n factam : memora^umque Gisbertutti de Jong consecrti- 
torem, et ipsum Willibrordum Van Os elect urn, dectum coA-*' 
secfifttumque ^ omaesqne eos qui partem iti nefaria electione 
babuentnt ; qnique tarn electioni, qium cons^cr^itmi opem; 
eperam, consensum., consiliumqne quomodoh'bet prscistitenint, 
cxcommunicanius , anathematizannis > atqu€ ab e^eclesise *c6at- 
munione segregates, et prorsus scbismaticos liabendos, et 
vitandfoscssepronunciataius, constitnilnus, et mandamus : prte* 
terea dictum Van Os declaramiis ab omni exercitio corum, 
quae juresdictronis sunt, el quae ordinis esse suspensum eidemquc 
idcirco interdicimus sub paena excommunicatioiiis ipso facto , 
sine ulla declaratione incurrendae, ne ullo pacto chrisma con- 
ficere, sacramentum Confirmationis conferre,clericos ordinare, 
aut alia quaecunque sunt episcopalis ordinis , excrccre valeat, 
deccrnentesinsupervacuos, inanes, nulliusque roboris prorsus, 
ac momenti omnes et singulos alios actus, quos attentare prae- 
surap^erit. Qui verb ab ipso ecclesiaslipis ordinibus initiati 
fuennt, noverint suspensionis vinculo se obstrictos esse, atque 
irregularitati propterea obnoxios , si susceptos ordines exer- 
Cuerint- 

Inviolabilis ecclesia? catbolicae unitas indubitata, sedis apos- 
tolicae jurisdiclio , sacrarum legum , ;disciplinaeque ecclesiasti- 
cae a novatorum ausibus vindicandae studium adhanc in Willi- 
brordum Van Os, ejusque socios animadversionem nos ade- 
gerunt. Quantb libentius eos, si facti sui poenitentes incon- 
sutilem Christi vestem lacerare desinerent , apostolicis gratiis 
cumularemus! Quod cssct nostrum gaudium si devias ab ovili 
oves reducere, et exitiosos quibus misere laborant morbos 
sanare nobis contingcret ! Hoc a cailesti pasiorum Principe 
assidue petimus, boc ipsum, dilecti filii, ab eodem petitote, ut 
scilicet refractariorum bominum mentes illustret, obstinatam 
Volunt^tem flectat, induratum cor molliat, atque ad catbolicam 



veritatem deiiique amplectendam inclinet. iDtcrim, dHecfi 
filii, eos diligenter cavete, ipsonimqiie societatem respuite. 
Id vos, pro vestrA erga nos, et sanctam banc sedem fide, ac 
reverenti^sedulo facluros rati, apostolicam vobis ipsis benedic- 
tionem permancnter impertimur. Datum Romae apud S. 
Mariam Majorem sub annulo piscatoris die 7 septembris t8i4. 
Pontificatills nostri anno decimoquinto. 

DoMmicus Testa. 

Anno a nativitate D. N. J. C. 1814 indictione 2 die vero 7 
Septembris, Pontificatus sanctissimi in Christo patris, et D. N. 
Domini Pii y diyin4 providenti4 Papae VII. Anno decimoqninto 
supradicto Htterae apostolicx affixae et publicatae fuerunt ad 
valvas ecclesia? Lateranen. et basilicae rrincipis apostolonun 
canceilariae apostolicse^ curiae generaHs in monte citatono, et 
in acic campi Florae , acaliis locissolilis et consnetis urbis per 
me Stephanum Pozzi apostolicam cursorem^ 

Felix CASTBLLuicciy Mag. Curs. 
Romx MDCCCXiy. apud Franci^cum et Felicem Lazzariiii. 
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N». rv. 

To all our beloved Catholic Children residing 

in Holland. 

t*dPE Pius THE Seventh. 

Beloved Gliildreny Health and the Apostolical blessing 

unto ye. 

Amongst the warmest Congratulations, which are sent to 
us from all parts upon our happy and prosperous return to the 
Apostolic see ^ whilst solemn thanksgivings are every where 
offered up to the great and good God for having appeased 
that most furious storm, which seemed ready not ouly to 
overwhelm the church, but all Europe : in the midst of the 
attentions of Catholic Bishops, by which they eagerly testify, 
their service and obedience to us } behold a most unwelcome 
letter from Willebrord Van Os has been delivered to us^ 
by which he has most insolently dared, to apprize us, that he 
had been elected Archbishop of Utrecht on the tenth day of ( i) 
February in ihis very year, and what is still more grievous, that 
he was on the 24th day of April consecrated by Gisbert dc 



(i)Not beiog apprized of the length of time, during which the va- 




^, precipitancy - 

hisHoliness's arrival at Rorne, as well as to procure the issuing of the 
rescript, on the i6th of the same moatb, upon which I have re- 
Aajked in the foregoiu^ letter« 



Yong , who assumes amongts his own people tlie ti'fTe at 
Bishop of Davenlrjr. Thisafilictirtg eommanicalion rcviveJ 
the most bitter ' reniembranee of thfe' Uti^eht sdiism, and 
brought back to my snind, which had been intimately pierced 
with griefott that score, the mihappy issue of so- many labour* 
of our predecessors, and our own efforts, bjr which we have 
more than once endeavoured to extinguish it. But what most 
vehemently aggravates the' crime of Willcbrord, in itself in- 
tolerable, is, that artful and insidious stile of writing,^ in which 
imitating the hackneyed artifices of his predecessors or fellows ^ 
he has attempted to deceive oV to coAks us. 'He proftisses iti 
complimentary and studied terms his obsequiousness, towards 
this see, and his personal veneratiot) fol* us, and in fine casting 
himself at our feet, he craves of us the Apostolical benediction. 
But in the midst of the flattery of these empty words, by his 
deeds he tramples on the rights of this see, ne openly violates 
the sanctions of the holy laws, he wickedly corrupts the vene- 
rable discipline of thi: chtitch, and most insotekiity eonlek).u$: 
the punishments so often imposed upon like delinquents for the 
same cause. 

Under these circumstances, we should deservedly appear to 
bfe too wahting to the Apostolic duty, W&ich, .llo\tever un- 
worthy, we are dischargmgi if #e were 16 SllHe^ tb jlh^s irk 
silence and with impunity the cHhie of WilkbrbtlEl, stfi ag- 
gravated by the crimes of thbse, Who by iupplylhg hiiii the 
means hav6 been accessary to his cbtnmissidrt of it. Fn^m 
the belaCon therefore of this boly see we t-Aise our voice, He- 
<it>rditag to that, cry aioudy spare not, atid to jrbii beloved 
children, iti whbsfe §ight these things so shamfefiilly coiiiiiiitte4 
bave happened, tiutpiestion ably not without your execration, 
dnd at the same tittie tb the universal chiifch, committecl 
unto lis, by the dfvibte Authority, we declare, artd dlecre^ aii 
trell, that thie election of the said Willebrord Vatt O* to b^ 
Archbishop of Utrecht, was unlawful, void and null, as that 
bis consecration |Was unlawfiil and sacrilegious, and made 
a^inst the Authority of the sacred laws ] and we excommn* 
mcate and amathematize the before-named Gisbcrt de Yong 
the consetrator, and the said WiHebtord Van Os the 
elected and consecrated, and all thostj, who took atiy pinrt iii 
the said wicked election, and who in any manner gave their 
aid, consent or advice to forward the said election and conse- 
cration j and to pronounce, constitute and ordain, tliat thej 
be separated from the communion of the churchy and holdea 
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to he. do,wnrigl?t sclivsma^ics, guid as ^ucli to l>e avoi<Ie<J- Be* 
5 ides we declare the said Va^u Os to be syspeaded ftom the 
<c^crcise of anj thin^, which belongs to jurisdictipn, and to 
<)rd^r ^ ao^d we ijierefore enjoin hin^ under pain of exoommuT 
i|ication, ipso facio (^instc^iitly and without sentence ) without 
an^ declaration, that it witt be iii,curred,uot ^Pon a^y account 
lo prepare the holy oils ( chrisn*), not to conrer the sacrament 
of conftrraa^ion, not lo ordainc lei^ks, or tp dare to exercise (^r 
perform ) any act, which depends upon the Episcopal order : 
decreeing moreover all ana singular oJjieip sucli acts , \fhich 
he may presume lo attempt y to b^ invalid , void and of no 
«ilicacy or consequence at alL But if any persons should 
he by him initiated into sacred Orders, let them know, that 
if they exercise the Orders they may have received, they are 
thereby brought under the bond of suspension, and liable to 
irregularity on that account. 

The inviolable unity of the Catholic Church, the undisputed 
jurisdiction of the Apostolical See, and the desire of defending 
the holy laws and Ecclesiastical discipline against the assault 
of innovators, have forced us to this punishment of VVillebrord 
Van Os, and his abbetors. How much more joyfuUy should 
we load them with Apostolic blessings, if repenting of their 
deed, they would cease to rend the seamless garment of Christ ! 
What would our joy be, if it fell to our lot, to bring back the 
sheep strayed from the fold, and to heal the deadly diseases, 
under which they miserably labour. This we unceasingly 
implore from the heavenly chief of all Pastors, this same thing 
do we. my beloved children, ask also of him, that he may 
enlighten the minds of the refractory, that he may bend their 
6tubborn will, soften their hardened heart, and in fine dispose 
them to embrace the Catholic truth. In the mean while, be- 
loved children^ be diligently aware of them, and avoid their 
society. Presuming, that you will faithfully comply with this 
from your faith and reverence towards this holy see, we con- 
tinually impart to you the Apostolic blessing. Given at Rome 
at St. Maiy Major's, under the fisher's seal, on the 7th day of 
September 18 14^ in the i5th year of our Pontificate. 

DoHiNicus Testa. 

In iheyearfrom the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1814. 
Indict. 2 ) and on the 7th of September, and in the i5th year 
of the Pontificate of our most Holy father in.Christ and our Lord 
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PiusVn. by divine Providence Pope, the above Apostolic letter 
was afKxed and published at the doors of the Lateran Church, 
and of the Church of the Prince of Apostles, of our Apostolic 
Chancery, of our General Court on the Citation hill, and in 
the front of the field of Flora, and in the other usual and 
ordinary places of this city, by me Stephen Pozzi , Apostolic 
Cursitor. 

. Felix .Castellacci , Great Cursit. 

At Koine, ]Vr,T)CCC,XIV. 
at Francis and Felix Lazzarini • 
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